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January 10, 2012
Municipal Building                                         

94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Bodish.  In attendance were Bundra, Groller, Leiner, Mazur, and Royer.  Solicitor Preston was also present.  Recker was absent, Mayor position is vacant.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from special meeting of December 19, 2011 and Reorganization meeting of January 3, 2012 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried.  
Committee appointments for the 94th Council were read by Pres. Bodish.  Finance & Law: Groller, C with Bodish and Bundra; Property & Recreation: Recker, C with Mazur and Groller; Streets: Royer, C with Leiner and Bodish; Police: Mazur, C with Leiner and Royer; Fire & Water: Bundra, C with Mazur and Groller; Insurance & Health: Leiner, C with Royer and Recker; Sanitation: Bodish, C with Leiner and Royer; Comprehensive Plan: Mazur, C with Recker and Bodish; PSAB Delegates: Bodish with Groller as alternate; Administrative (Borough Office): Mazur, C with Groller and Bundra; Housing Committee: Leiner, C with Recker and Bodish; Committee to Negotiate with Teamsters: Bodish, C with Royer and Groller; Whitehall-Coplay School: Groller, C with Royer and Bundra; Joint Safety Committee: Bundra, C with Royer and Bodish; Shade Tree Committee: Recker, C with Bundra and Mazur.  Also, WCSD Liaison is Bundra; IRT Liaison Bundra; Library Liaison Groller; CWSA Liaison Royer.
Hearing of persons present:   
Ronald Golley, 1022 Center St., questioned if anything has been done regarding the property at 1102 Center Street.  Bodish responded aware letter was sent by Code Enforcement Officer Helman to residence, as Mr. Helman is not in attendance, unsure if any response from owner at this time.  Mr. Golley continued, article in Whitehall-Coplay Press drew attention to issue and increased traffic in area, glad this has been brought to everyone’s attention.
Paul Cmil, Whitehall-Coplay Press, attends meetings at other municipalities, understands there is requirement that Council President must assume position of Mayor if Mayor position is vacant or if not in attendance at meeting.  Solicitor Preston responded unaware of any provision as stated, will check and report.
Reading of correspondence:  

Elizabeth Graver re: petition LCB for Borough to enforce Borough Noise Ordinance.
At this time, Bundra questioned Ms. Graver if there have been any problems or situations since approved last year.  Ms. Graver responded spoke with Chief Genovese who stated fielded no noise complaints by neighbors over the past year.  Bundra questioned any complaints with garbage or parking in area after events.  Ms. Graver stated one parking complaint was received.  Mr. Scheffy, President of Saengerbund, responded employees are required to canvas neighborhood after any events to cleanup.  Bundra stated pleased to hear all went well over last year.
Continuation of correspondence:
Peter Mercardante re: reappointment to Coplay Zoning Hearing Board.
Dean Molitoris re: reappointment to Coplay Planning Commission.
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission re: draft new zoning ordinance.
Applications for Mayor:


Joseph J. Bundra


Bill Leiner, Jr.


Karl Unger

At this time, Pres. Bodish asked applicants for Mayor if they would like to speak.  Bundra stated would feel privileged to be Mayor, will work hard as always, Coplay is always first and will work to keep it that way.  Will communicate with people and council to work together.  Leiner suggested council interview all applicants to lay out what each has done for the community, two candidates have a long track record of serving the community and should be an interesting decision. 
Mayor position is vacant, no report.  
Solicitor stated no report, requests executive session to discuss ongoing public works negotiations.
Engineer was absent, no report.  
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Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer had no report for streets except pot hole repairs ongoing.  CWSA report, reminder to residents to have inspections for clear water infiltration done, CWSA will begin assessing $40/quarter charge for those who have not been inspected until inspection is complete.  Leiner questioned legality of this charge.  Royer responded CWSA solicitor has reviewed, but will check on same.
Recker was absent, no report.  

Mazur read December, 2011 police report, 150 incidents for month with 4 arrests and 19 parking tickets issued.  Wished all happy and healthy new year.  

Bundra read December, 2011 fire report, 6 incidents for month and 92 total for year.  Fireman’s Relief Association 12/31 balance $35,120.16.  Read EMA December, 2011 report, 1 incident to assist with spill in Whitehall.  This date met with public works employees for safety meeting; program eliminates injuries, time off and lowers costs.  Joint Safety Committee meets next week.  IRT report, meeting next Tuesday, January 17 at 7 PM in North Whitehall, good recreational tool for Coplay.
Groller reported economy taking toll on income, real estate down $24,000 and Realty Transfer down $7,000 which had already been reduced by 30% from the previous year.  With Earned Income Tax now being collected by Berkheimer, unsure of consistency of receipts especially in this first quarter, need to watch spending during this time.  Will be attending Library Board meeting next week.  
Leiner questioned copy of Deputy Health Officer Report received, unsure of same, requests committee meeting for discussion.  Also, questioned Housing Committee purpose and is this committee in Borough Code.
Bodish reported sanitation and recycling running smooth.  This Friday is last day for tree collections, any other brush should be put with regular garbage until yard waste collections begin again in spring.  Solid waste tonnage increased by 22 tons for 2011 and recycling increased by 2 tons.   
Unfinished Business:  None.
New Business:

Motion by Bundra, second by Groller to authorize Solicitor to petition the Liquor Control Board for a continued exemption from the Board’s noise regulation and allow Coplay Borough be permitted to enforce its own Noise Ordinance – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to reappoint Peter Mercardante to Coplay Zoning Hearing Board with term ending December 31, 2014 – carried.
Motion by Bundra, second by Groller to reappoint Dean Molitioris to Coplay Planning Commission with term ending December 31, 2016 – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Groller to authorize Secretary to advertise special meeting of Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at 7 PM to appoint Mayor and any other general business – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Leiner to approve police, fire, health, and building inspector reports – carried.  
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for December,  2011 as presented to council – carried.  

General Fund

$    50,282.46


General Fund MM

$    80,697.13
Garbage Fund

$    21,275.55


Garbage Fund MM

$    78,832.04
State Fund

$      9,276.74
 

Police Pension Fund

$      6,131.54


Loan Account

$      2,285.93


Street Opening Fund

$      7,225.30
Recreation Fund
$    21,505.75


Emergency Services Fund
$    28,169.65
Garbage Truck MM
$    22,742.29


Capital Projects Fund

$       4,556.19
Dept. Projects Account $  42,612.27


SALDO Escrow Fund

$       1,319.89
Payroll


$    12,365.57
Motion by Leiner, second by Mazur to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances: None. 
At this time Leiner thanked Coplay Saengerbund representatives in attendance for past and current community involvement and donations.
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As there was no additional business at this time, motion by Groller, second by Leiner to adjourn meeting to executive session for discussion of public works negotiations and personnel at 7:30 PM.  May reconvene for motions if necessary.  
Meeting reconvened by Pres. Bodish at 8:15 PM.  
As there was no further business to discuss, motion by Leiner, second by Groller to adjourn meeting until special meeting on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at 7 PM with next workshop meeting on Tuesday, February 7, 2012 at 7 PM and regular meeting Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 7 PM.
Attest  

Borough Secretary 

