Workshop Meeting                                                                                       February 2, 2010
Municipal Building                                                                          
           93rd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Bundra, Groller, Piskula and Royer as well as Public Works Director Pavelko, Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  Mazur, Mayor Milander, and EMA Coordinator Keller were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Opening of bids for 2010 Handicapped Curb Cuts with detectable warning tiles project.  Bids, in order of receipt, were opened as follows: Charles D. Herman, Inc. - $42,916.00, A.J. Trunzo - $59,484.00, J & R Construction Enterprises Inc. - $41,407.75, Advanced Excavating - $46,199.00, NickAJack Concrete - $96,650.00, and F.A. Rohrbach - $56,979.00.  Bid documents will be forwarded to Laurie Moyer at Lehigh County for review and approval.  Motion will be on agenda at regular meeting to award bid.
Peter Wernsdorfer of Municipal Energy Managers with status of Street Light acquisition project.  Two traffic lights have been converted to LED and should show significant savings in electric rate/use.  Requests copies of bills forwarded to Tim, along with current street light billing for review.  Secretary will email same.  Continued, upcoming agreements with next invoice will include SE rate contract, agreement of sale, pole attachment agreement for access to poles, and operations and transition agreement will be presented to borough shortly for approval and signatures, after that Certificate of Convenience from PUC which is document allowing Coplay to take control of street lights.  Access will be granted to energy buying pool for rates on street lights and rate will be retroactive to date of original contract, MEM will absorb this cost.  Mann questioned timeframe at higher rate from PPL.  Mr. Wernsdorfer stated next month should be last billing at higher rate.  Bodish questioned how long until project completed and street lights turned over to borough?  Mr. Wernsdorfer responded within next few months, finalizing/signatures on agreements and approval from PUC will complete process.  Mann questioned possibility of LED bulbs for street lights.  Mr. Wernsdorfer responded working with few manufacturers on same, however PPL does not have rate established for LED street lights unlike some other providers in state and will not change over unless rate is established, would not save any costs.
Hearing of persons present:  
Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., questioned request by borough for Whitehall Township minutes from August, 2009 through December, 2009, reason for this request.  Mann responded due to CWSA issues, re: dissolution of CWSA by Whitehall.  Miller stated borough becoming involved in something they should not, asking for specific minutes puts borough between CWSA and Whitehall, borough should not be involved in this.
Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., declined to speak
EMA Coordinator Keller was absent, no report.

PWD Pavelko reported for December, 2009 and January, 2010: assembled and disassembled Christmas displays and lights; numerous callouts for salting and plowing of snow; catch basin cleaned; boiler inspection, three corrections completed, inspection passed; checking oil and other fluid levels in police vehicles on regular rotation basis; boiler mechanical failure in gym – still awaiting replacement part to correct same; 1.5 T cold patch used; cut and cleared four trees at parkway; cleared bleachers at Balliet Stadium; roof leak – third contractor due tomorrow, bids to be reviewed with property committee; general streets and grounds cleaning and building maintenance.
Chief Genovese reported new vehicle in service, other vehicle painted black and white as well.  Need council decision on Tahoe, suggests either use vehicle for borough personnel within town or put out for bid on same.  Notified on Friday by Lehigh County, radios must be compliant with narrow band by 2012, County trying to help with same.  Portables in PWD and police not compliant, approximate cost of $800/radio for PW and $1,000/radio for police and once switched will need to update FCC license to reflect same.  Request received from 609 Chestnut business for dedicated parking space, after review of same, recommends no space at this time, however will continue to monitor situation and report to council any changes.  Resignation letter received from Part-Time officer Susan Herschman, suggests replacing same with Scott Gillespie, Jr. former auxiliary member and put self through police academy, due to past service recommends hiring as Part-Time officer.  Motion at regular meeting.  Proposing new ordinance to require dog licenses for any dog six months or older within borough, no comments by members, Secretary will prepare same for Solicitor review and approval.  Reviewed 2009 end of year police report.  Piskula questioned same available at Library for resident review.  Chief Genovese will make available.  Piskula questioned possibility of stop signs at alley intersection to rear of J&R Market.  Chief Genovese responded no accidents at this intersection, could add stop signs however there are worst alley intersections in borough and if you do one, you have to do them all, cost would be significant, would not recommend this action, does yearly review of accidents and location of accidents, will continue to monitor and report to council any changes.
Chief Buskaritz reported fire department portable radios compliant with narrow band, still checking on mobiles.  State Fire Commission grant received in amount of $9,900 purchasing thermal imaging camera, boots and gloves.  Submitted AFG grant last spring, have gone through two reviews, looking positive for receipt of possible $261,000 towards new pumper, have not gotten final approval to date, will keep council informed, however does want council conditional approval on borough 5% match and another $75,000 for equipment.  Mann stated finance committee will meet and make recommendation on same.  Piskula statements on fire department, proud of accomplishments.
Secretary reported ordinance re: sewage and industrial waste as forwarded by City of Allentown was prepared and submitted to solicitor for review and approval, same received, now ready for passage by council, will be advertised for March meeting, as same is 43 pages in length, on file in office if any member would like to review.  Next County COG meeting on Tuesday, 4/13/10 from 12-2 PM members should forward interest in attending same.  Updates to ordinance book to all members, this is correction of General Code updates, they again removed CO section.  All members received financial interest forms, return to office by May 1.  In   process of destruction of old files, 1997 through unsure, depends upon PA municipal records schedule, resolution will be prepared prior to destruction for approval by council, possibly March or April regular meeting.  
Problems/matters for discussion:  
Received letter from Joseph Groller resigning from Planning Commission; at January regular meeting received letter of interest from Michael Miller for Planning Commission.  Term until 12/31/13.  Mann requested Secretary read letter received from Groller.  Same read.  No comments by members, motions at regular meeting.
Received letter of interest from Carol Schleder for open appointment on Coplay Library Board until 12/31/11.  Mann requested Secretary read letter, same read.  No comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Received request from Ernest P. Hower, 125 N 2nd Street, Apt 1 for handicap parking space on N 2nd Street.  Mann asked for comments from Chief Genovese.  Chief Genovese recommends placement of space.  Bundra questioned another space in area.  Chief Genovese responded space previously in block, but removed.
Discussion on prior police vehicle Ford Tahoe, keep or sell.  Piskula questioned when inspection due on vehicle.  Chief Genovese responded end of this month.  Piskula questioned cost of insurance.  Secretary responded approximately $345/year.  Bodish questioned safety issues as previously stated.  Chief Genovese responded no safety issues if used in town.  Members polled, Groller – dispose; Bundra – dispose; Bodish – dispose; Piskula – inspect, if cost within reason keep until no longer works.  Mann suggested obtaining sealed bids, see what we get and make final decision at that time.  Secretary will determine procedure and report.
Mayor Milander was absent, no report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported street committee recommending 7th Street for paving in 2010, estimated cost of $145,000 with $60,000 in general fund budget and remainder from loan.  Awaiting updated estimate from Engineer Stewart to finalize decision.  Housing committee recommending meeting with Secretary, Tax Collector and BCO to review business privilege licensing and standardizing procedure for necessary information to include for BCO to complete rental property inspections.  CWSA meeting, reorganized at same, authority appointed liaisons to both Coplay and Whitehall, John Schreiner for Coplay and James Roth for Whitehall.
Mazur was absent, no report.

Piskula reported 72 calls for fire department in 2009.  Read December, 2009 and January, 2010 fire reports.  Would like to see council support of additional funding needed for truck and equipment.  Attended 1/21/10 CWSA meeting, however no meeting, questioned Royer as to why.  Royer stated explained at CWSA meeting, forgot to advertise meetings and had to reschedule same.  Not in favor of allowing BCO Helman to inspect for drains and sump pumps on behalf of CWSA, borough should not get involved.  Requests Secretary to copy listing of boards and commissions to all members, also was same updated.  Secretary responded updated as new appointments made, same on file in office, copies at regular meeting.  Piskula questioned Groller re: library meeting attendance, what is going on.  Groller responded unable to attend January meeting due to previous commitment, however contacted VP of Board, Robert Hauke and will attend February meeting.  Piskula questioned Secretary re: electricity rates.  Mann responded same to be reviewed in his report.
Bodish reported Joe Roguski still out on workers’ compensation; two temporary employees still on truck.
Bundra read January, 2010 health report, will follow-up on ongoing.  Concerned with employee safety to avoid accidents and possible insurance discount.  Would like safety meetings reinstated, 10-15 minutes at end of day monthly, would like council support of same.  All members agreed with need.  Piskula questioned programs available for borough to get involved with.  Bundra responded there is a lot of information on all kinds of situations available.
Groller reported library employee policies manual ready for approval by council, solicitor reviewed with minor corrections/questions, same resolved by discussion with board.  With these changes committee is recommending approval at regular meeting, motion on same.
Bundra asked for additional report, forgot IRT.  IRT report requesting permission from council for payment of $500 maintenance fee for 2010.  No questions by members,
Mann reported police contract should be ready for passage at regular meeting.  Electricity changed from PPL to Constellation Energy increase of 18% instead of 30%, using COSTARS bid for this.  Finance committee recommending loan and general fund be utilized to pave 7th Street, vote by council will be needed upon receipt of estimates.  Right to know requests received from Whitehall and CWSA will be forwarded to solicitor to keep up to date on possible situation, informational only, not to spend any time on at this point.
Hearing of persons present:  
Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., questioned Bundra why specific minutes were requested from Whitehall.  Bundra responded unsure of same.  Commends Groller, Bundra and Piskula for foresight to not involve borough.  As resident fully support funding to go toward pumper.  Who would own pumper, same should be titled to borough.
At Regular meeting:

Approve resignation of Joseph Groller from Planning Commission.
Approve appointment of Michael Miller to Planning Commission.  
Approve appointment of Carol Schleder to Library Board.  
Approve handicap parking space on North 2nd Street at Chestnut.
Award Handicapped curb cuts project.  
Motion by Bundra, second by Groller to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 7 PM.  
Borough Secretary

