Workshop Meeting                                                                                       February 3, 2009
Municipal Building                                                                          
           92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Luckenbill, Mazur, Miller, Piskula and Royer as well as Mayor Milander, Solicitor Preston, Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  Schin was absent.    
Hearing of persons present:  
Jerry Yost, 135 South 8th St., question re: dip on North 8th St. for water runoff, can anything be done by streets department to correct same.  Royer responded will work on.
Mel Procanyn, agent for mother Ann Procanyn, 7 South 8th St.  Pres. Mann questioned Procanyn, what is your address?  Responded 7 South 8th St.  Budget question, is a Tax Anticipation Note needed?  Or utilizing funds from new loan?  Why no opening balance used in budget?  Mann responded no Tax Anticipation Note needed and Treasurer Gyecsek responded no opening balance used to balance budget for 2009, has been used in past, but not for this year and is not mandatory to use an opening balance.

Bill Wiessner, 6 South 7th St., re: loan, no need for same.  Reviewed checklist of questions discussed with residents on 7th Street most were opposed to loan.  Residents most concerned with fire company situation and current economy.  Mann responded.

William Martin, 3 South 7th St., stated question was answered previously.

Rosemary Keller, 110 South 7th St., re: deputy health officer position, certifications needed, letter submitted on same.  Mann suggested Health Committee review, contact Milander previous health officer for clarification. 
Joseph Bundra, 14 South 9th St., re: questioned revisit agenda guidelines to include a hearing of persons present at end of meeting, prior to adjourning.  Mann will include with discussions.

Chief Genovese reported annual crime report copies to all members.  Commended PWD Pavelko and employees for help with snow shoveling victim and QRS Williams, making sure roadway salted for ambulance and help lifting.  Reviewed annual report stating crimes, service calls, etc.
Chief Buskaritz reported responding to all calls.  Comment on building situation, if continue to utilize fire company building, updates will be needed to keep trucks in this building.  
Secretary reported memo to all members re: ordinance book updates, Engineer Stewart questioned and after review, section re: CO inspections incorrectly removed by General Code, updates to all and forwarded to General Code.  Received information on PSAB annual conference, any interest?  No response.  Received invitation to State of County Address by County Executive Cunningham on Wed., 2/11/09 at 12 noon, if interested respond by noon tomorrow to office.  Next Lehigh County Congress of Governments Meeting on Tuesday, 4/14/09 from 12 -2 PM if interested in attending respond by April workshop.  Financial interest statements for 2008 received, due back to office by May 1.  Received letter from RCN re: franchise renewal, same forwarded to Solicitor for review/recommendation.  Solicitor will have for regular meeting.  Two resolutions ready for regular meeting; since vote on office hours was missed reviewed to make sure nothing else, found garbage rates not voted on, Resolution 1307 ready for vote on same and Resolution 1308 ready for vote to authorize LUPTAP grant application for Comprehensive Plan and allocate matching funds.
Problems/matters for discussion:  
Responsibility of committees to meet, discuss and recommend either using set dates/times or as needed meetings.  Should there be minimum meeting requirements?  Miller questioned if no business okay to cancel?  As long as an attempt to include committee in discussions/decisions.  Mazur and Royer agreed with need for committee meetings or at least phone calls to committee for discussion.  Miller questioned Solicitor if motion needed on same, stated no motion needed.  No further comments.  Would also like a more open government policy, using newsletter to communicate with residents on what council working, discussing and voting.  
Discussion re: additional question session at end of meeting for residents/audience members.  Royer okay with same.  Mazur states time limit still needs be implemented and Secretary requests additional sign in sheet for this additional question period.  No further comments.  Will be added to next workshop agenda.

Formation of new committee – Housing Department Committee.  At this time Miller stated, still trying to figure out how to attend five committee meetings a month in addition to regular and workshop.  Mazur again stated phone calls also workable and at least committee aware of problems/concerns.  Returned to discussion on new committee, this committee would oversee permit applications, CO inspections, implement guidelines and handouts for residents, zoning officer and building code official.  Additional comments by Zoning Officer Helman.  Mann asked any further questions by members, no response.  Mann questioned any interest in being on this committee, Royer, Mazur and Luckenbill responded – motion at regular meeting.
Office space for deputy health officer, zoning officer and building code official.  Mann questioned Helman on this topic, Helman responded old principal office on second floor ideal, large enough for both to utilize, does need some work, willing to do same.  Secretary stated may have old filing cabinets for their use, but suggests original information be kept in borough office with copies to this other area, agreed.
Coplay Recreation & Welfare Association sponsored program, “Student Government Day”.  At this time Mr. Recker stated to Mann he would like this tabled until March meeting.  Mann agreed to table same.

Pavilion agreement changes, same reviewed by Miller.  Increase fees from $95 to $110 for residents and from range of $120-210 to $150 for non-residents.  Members okay with same.  Also, noting no noise after 10 PM however do not have to vacate premises until 11 PM.  Chief Genovese against allowing 11 PM vacate time, should not go beyond 10 PM, minimal lighting in area, encourages late use, etc.  Miller stated 10-11 PM time period would be for clean up only.  Chief Genovese questioned how to enforce if agreement states can be there until 11 PM.  Mann questioned other municipalities times.  Chief Genovese reported checked on same last year, most municipalities follow dusk guidelines.  Continued discussion on same, all agreed to change to 10 PM vacate time.  Chief Genovese reported officers will give leeway to individuals cleaning up area.
Mayor Milander commented on public works snow and ice removal during recent storms, received compliments from customers who live outside of borough.  Read January, 2009 traffic and criminal reports.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer commended public works for incident with snow shoveling victim and working well with other depart-ments.  Re: salt allotment for this year used; still have liquid treatment, using with skid mixture.  Two CDBG grants awarded for 2009; $50,000 for curb cuts, will be measured and bid and another grant for $15,000 for detachable warning tiles installed on current ramps by streets employees.  Applications for 2010 grants will be available within next two months.  IRT report, next cleanup day scheduled 2/14 in Whitehall, next meeting on 2/17 at 7 PM in Whitehall and 3/14 is IRT historical hike.  There is still open seat for Coplay on commission.
Schin was absent, no report.

Miller reported discussed pavilion agreement changes.  Re: wrestling, requested equipment removed from storage room, will be removed 2/7 per phone call to PWD Pavelko who will be contacted for removal access.
Luckenbill had no report.  

Mazur reported recycling efforts good.  Comprehensive Plan meeting cancelled to submit for grants, must be applied for prior to any meetings.  Expects process to begin again with meetings by late March or early April.  Also a comprehensive plan flyer created by office, copies available on press table.  Stated continues to support comprehensive plan initiative along with loan and purchase of General Supply property for public works.  

Piskula read January, 2009 fire report.  Re: meeting with fire company representatives had positive results and more discussion needed.  Social side wants to revert to charter which supports fire department and continue existing.  Both sides agree must work to coexist.  Council questions of accountability of monies raised and reorganization of officers will be addressed.  Walk thru inspection of building completed, engineers request a second inspection to advise on necessary building upgrades to current standards.  No additional meeting set until report received.  Mann requested executive session for further discussion on same.  Piskula requested approval to attend Ethics session through Governor’s Center for Local Government Services at cost of $35.  Miller stated would also like to attend class.  Motion at regular meeting on same.
At this time, Sodl of Coplay Fire Company #1 requested statement, Mann agreed.  Stated debt on building is less than $30,000 and should be noted to council members and audience.  Mann noted same.
Mann questioned if Solicitor had report, replied none.
Mann had no report.  

At Regular meeting:

Appoint members of Housing Department Committee.
Approve updates to pavilion agreements.

Approve Resolution 1307 re: garbage rates.

Approve Resolution 1308 re: LUPTAP grant for Comprehensive Plan.

Motion by Royer, second by Luckenbill to adjourn meeting to executive session to discuss lease negotiations, personnel and litigation.
Borough Secretary

