Workshop Meeting                                                                February 3, 2015
Municipal Building                                                                 95th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl, as well as Mayor Bundra, Police Chief Genovese, and PWD Boyle.  EMA Coordinator Buskaritz was absent; Fire Chief Buskaritz was out of state.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Open bids for sale of 1996 Dodge 1T Dump Truck by Secretary.  No bids were received.  Pres. Bodish stated will discuss under any problems/matters.

Hearing of persons present: None.
PWD Boyle read January completed and projected projects reports.  Completed removal of book drop at Library; removed holiday decorations and lighting; repaired gym lights and changed bulbs; new panel and latch installed on GMC truck; library camera system installed; subfloor and tiles replaced at rear entrance of borough hall; built and tested brine pretreatment system for roadways; cleaned out air handler room and new lunchroom; continuing to work on cleaning and organizing boiler room; routine grounds and building cleanup; routine building maintenance; routine boiler maintenance and daily ash removal; routine sanitation collections.  Projected work for February includes installation of safety wall in office; paint and repair of barricades; record and organize street sign inventory; complete clean out and organization of boiler room; paint and move into new lunchroom.  Sodl thanked all public works employees for snow cleanup efforts.
EMA Coordinator Buskaritz was absent.  
Chief Genovese reported in January, 2015 received 130 total incidents with 4 arrests, 7 traffic arrests, 1 written warning and 5 parking tickets issued.  Received request from Adult Probation to use gym for training on March 19 and March 20, checked with Secretary nothing else scheduled.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  At this time, Chief Genovese asked Part Time Officer Timothy Lansky to come before council and presented, along with the Mayor, a Certificate of Appreciation for his 21 years of dedicated service, with the Coplay Police Department, to the officials and residents of the Borough of Coplay.  Mr. Lansky responded, enjoyed working with the department and Chiefs Hill and Genovese over the last 21 years.  Burker added Officer Lansky handled community days service very well, excels at dealing with the public.  Leiner also thanked Officer Lansky for his service.
Fire Chief Buskaritz was absent, out of state per Sodl.     
Secretary reported copy of letter from Engineer regarding subdivision submission, 4 pages of corrections needed prior to further review, did not receive confirmation of Planning Commission approval of same, wanted council to be aware.  Resolution #1399 prepared to destroy old records per Municipal Records Act, most are from 2007, solicitor reviewed prepared Resolution.  Agreement with Portnoff to collect delinquent real estate taxes as explained by Groller in December has been prepared and reviewed by Solicitor, agreement, Resolution #1400 and Ordinance #817 to be passed at regular meeting.  Sodl confirmed Planning Commission tabled subdivision submission awaiting additional required information as outlined by Engineer.

Discussion of any problems/matters:

Discuss waiving fee for 2015 Health Licenses for Coplay Sports and Legion Baseball.  Groller stated have approved this previously.  Sodl questioned amount of fee.  Secretary responded $65.  No further comments or concerns by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Discuss online bill pay – bank cannot set up unless council amends 2 signature requirement for checks.  Bank suggests setting dollar limit, i.e. over $1,000 would require two signatures, this is allowable in their system.  Also, spoke with auditor who suggests having council approve specific vendors and continue to include in monthly bill listing.  Secretary explained same is due to limitations at bank, bank suggested dollar amount and that would cover PP&L, which is one of larger recurring bills.  Requires approval by motion of council.  Sodl commented same would expedite process.  Leiner questioned why not set up as automatically paid bill, concerned with amending two signature requirement, would rather see recurring bills paid automatically.  Sodl stated not automatic to allow more control.  Pres. Bodish questioned for all accounts.  Secretary stated no, would apply to General, Sanitation and Emergency Services, the smaller accounts have minimal checks released.  Leiner requested Mr. Procanyn as finance expert share thoughts on same.  Pres. Bodish questioned reasoning.  Leiner stated always troubled with one person having twin roles, although have not had issues with same.  Sodl stated bank questioned and auditor questioned isn’t that sufficient.  Leiner likes idea of less paperwork, but not removing two signatures when check is required.  Secretary stated current checks have 3 signature lines which would not be changed, if paper check is issued would still have two signatures.  Pres. Bodish stated still having payments approved by council at monthly meeting.  Sodl stated will make it easier on office staff.  No further comments or questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  
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CFC agreement, discussion on changes to annual lease.  Sodl began discussion with review of gathered information; storage facility rates are $1.10/square foot, this is obviously too much, however would suggest across the board charge of .10¢ per square foot and review from that point for each organization/renter.  CFC $550/month; AC $144/month; train club $81/month.  CFC pays utilities; AC and Train Club do not, same should be added to base rent.  Average electric $600/month and heat $1,417/month; with 2 rooms AC use is @10% or $201.70/month and Train Club @ 5% or $100.85/month.  So, just based on square footage suggested monthly rents are CFC $550, AC $345 and Train Club $181.  CFC does allow use of facility by Senior Citizens, who does pay them $1,000/year for those meetings; as such would recommend credit to CFC of $125.00/ month.  Final suggestion is amend lease to increase monthly rent to $425 and include in lease 24 guaranteed dates for Senior Citizen meetings.  Pres. Bodish questioned Mr. Dale Simon of Coplay Senior Citizen’s if 24 dates was enough with a positive response.  Sodl stated with regard to AC and Train Club, at current rates taxpayers are paying most of burden; and still having issues with weights being dropped during borough office hours.  Train Club took over additional rooms, approximately 4-5 rooms will need to be cleaned out.  Leiner stated information should be discussed with each organization.  Sodl responded expected representatives would attend this meeting.  Pres. Bodish added previous member of AC, annual membership fee charged, per Chief Genovese currently $70/year.  Pres. Bodish questioned how many members and how many are from Coplay; commented current rent does not even cover utilities.  Sodl added council is obligated to taxpayers, cannot justify accepting $42/month in rent when utilities cost $201/month.  Luckenbach stated likes numbers prepared by Sodl.  Sodl questioned if members would be in favor of $425/month for CFC.  Royer agreed with same and commented at recent intergovernmental meeting WCSD stated they charge everyone based on prepared categories/tiers.  Sodl agreed school district does not allow use of facility for free and we all pay school taxes.  Burker and Luckenbach agreed with increase.  Groller commented would like to see $400 and re: AC, due to use of electric, damage to facility structure with weights on second floor charge should be more.  Burker agreed CFC does help community, it is win win.  Leiner stated all about win win.  Sodl questioned Leiner if agree with rate.  Leiner responded will not commit to dollar amount; will vote at regular meeting.  Further discussion on same.
Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion.  
Burker added received phone call re: Coplay Cemetery not being plowed.  After some investigation, determined there is a Coplay Cemetery Association with Stanley Reinhard President, has had some health issues.  Pres. Bodish stated will have additional comments during report.  Burker added thank you to Sodl and Chief Genovese for help obtaining information for resident inquiring re: handicap parking space.
Mayor Bundra reported copy of safety meeting minutes to all members, next meeting February 18.  MECAB meeting was rescheduled due to weather for February 25 at Rosetto.  Lehigh County COG meeting also cancelled due to weather.  Next CTC meeting scheduled for February 20.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl thanked Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  EMA offices currently housed in basement of municipal building, suggests moving same to accommodate lunch room for public works to fire station.  Station already has backup generator, ideal for EMA.  No objections by other members.    
Royer reported no specifications from HAS to date.  Re: rental house, advertised in Blue Mountain Gazette and realtor Tim Heimbach will be in this week to go through house, fee is one month’s rent.  
Burker reported Park & Recreation Board will attend next Planning Commission to discuss partnership in submitting grants.  Board is preparing “inkind service” listing.  150th Anniversary Committee planning first meeting in April/May to begin preparations.  Pres. Bodish stated council beginning process with this committee, however must have resident and organization involvement as well.
Groller reported normal operations in finance, received RCN franchise fee in the amount of $48,261 slight increase over 2014, still awaiting Service Electric.
Leiner reported working with Mayor Bundra re: Kilns project.  Awaiting architect and engineering reports, once received expect to hold public meeting, sometime in March.

Bodish requested residents make sure snow does not hinder garbage and recycling collection, employees have difficult time navigating ice in alleyway should not have to climb snow piles to empty cans.  Thanked public works employees for snow removal efforts to date.  Determined Cemetery was plowed by Borough at times in past, but it is not our property or responsibility and causes liability issues.  Leiner commented Reinhard’s have done nice job improving cemetery conditions.  Pres. Bodish continued to discuss snow removal issues, residents all have to help and work together to clean up, should not always rely on public works for everything.  Chief Genovese stated Snow Emergency routes were cleaned curb to curb and had 
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significant resident compliance.  Mayor Bundra explained discusses snow emergency with Chief Genovese and Public Works Director Boyle and of course weather prediction, which is not always correct.  Luckenbach questioned use of chairs by residents to save shoveled parking spots.  Chief Genovese responded worked with public works, went ahead of plow and removed same to sidewalk first time, if out again, will be picked up, saving spots is not allowed.  Royer added residents should use lids on garbage and recycling cans to lessen debris blwoing throughout neighborhood.  Pres. Bodish asked for discussion on dump truck.  Sodl responded has interested party, will work to resolve by regular meeting.

Hearing of persons present:
Dale Simon, Coplay Senior Citizens, thanked council for solidifying place for seniors to meet and thanked Sodl for personally meeting with Seniors to discuss the issue.  
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., requested CFC lease read that rent is $550/month and will be decreased to $425/month if Seniors are allowed to meet at facility.  Re: Coplay Cemetery, borough does not own land and should not cut grass or plow snow.  Athletic Club was originally housed in basement of borough hall, does not remember when moved upstairs, however council should consider discount as well for youth weightlifting program, support of Bike Derby and health benefits to community.  

Burker commented has attended Senior Citizens’ meeting and organization should feel able to come to council for support, will always try to help when possible.  
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on 2015 Health Licenses for Coplay Sports and Legion Baseball.

Vote on agreement to appoint Portnoff Law Associates, Ltd. As Delinquent Real Estate and Municipal Claims Collector for the Borough of Coplay.

Vote on online bill pay options.  

Vote on Resolution No. 1399 re: destruction of old records.

Vote on Resolution No. 1400 re: directing Lehigh County Tax Claim Bureau not to collect Delinquent Real Estate Taxes on behalf of Coplay.

Vote on Ordinance No. 817 re: collection procedures, interest and fees for Delinquent Real Estate Taxes.
Vote on agreement with Commitment to Family & Community.

Vote to allow Adult Probation use of gym on March 19 & March 20, 2015.
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Leiner, second by Burker.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 10, 2015 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

