Workshop Meeting                                                                February 4, 2014
Municipal Building                                                                 95th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, Fire Chief Buskaritz and Police Chief Genovese.  PWD Pavelko and EMA Coordinator Buskaritz were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:
John Schreiner, 8 North 4th St., re: lease renewal with CFC, asking council for support of lease renewal.  In 2013, CFC has helped the community by holding 6 bingos for relay for life along with meetings, Coplay Sports pizza party, 24 senior citizen meetings and prepared and donated food for spaghetti dinner, rescue mission and seniors holiday party, all at no cost to these groups.  Attended last meeting with Burker where CFC unanimously approved Community Days and Park & Recreation Board use of facility at no cost for fundraisers.
PWD Pavelko was absent, no report.  
EMA Coordinator Buskaritz was absent, no report.  
Chief Genovese reported in January, 2014 received 159 total incidents with 1 arrest, and 2 clearances by exception, there were 15 traffic arrests with 2 written warnings and 27 parking tickets issued.  Snow emergency was called, cars were moved and no parking tickets or tows were necessary.  Public works Weller and Klement kept roads open all day with additional clean up today.  Reviewed end of year report, total incidents were 2,256; there were 126 crimes with 46 cleared down from 166 crimes in 2012.  Total receipts for parking tickets, reports and kennel fees were $5,320.  On January 29, judged regional skills competition for technical institute students.  Assisting with getting vehicles moved so public works can clear roadways from curb to curb.  Juvenile Probation is asking to use auditorium for training on February 26-28 during the day.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  Sodl questioned if report is used to concentrate patrols.  Chief Genovese responded yes if seeing high concentration of certain incidents/crimes in one area.
Fire Chief Buskaritz reported 10 calls for January, 2014, additional training classes will begin shortly.  Mayor Bundra stated very impressed with how four departments worked together during row home fire and were able to contain fire to only that one unit with minimal smoke damage to neighboring units.  Sodl added in addition to commendable job by fire department, police and public works provided good support and all worked together at scene.  Also, thanked Coplay News Agency for supplying coffee to all personnel during the incident.
Secretary reported next police pension meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 18 need council president, member of emergency services committee and police officer in attendance.  Received new electricity rates through COSTARS bid, costs should decrease and savings of more than $2,000.  At regular meeting, tax collector Deutsch is requesting approval to move tax collection bank accounts from Wells Fargo to First Northern, where borough general funds are deposited, due to continued bank fees.  Financial Interest forms to all members, please return to office completed prior to April 1st.  Leiner questioned amount tax collector was charged in 2013.  Secretary will contact Deutsch and report on same.
Discussion of any problems/matters:

Discussion on waiving fee for 2014 Health Licenses for Coplay Sports and Legion Baseball.  Sodl questioned same done in past.  Bodish responded yes.  No further questions by members, motion at regular meeting.

Discussion on waiving fee for 2014 Pavilion Rentals, copy of insurance to be requested and fee for cleanup charged if necessary, on 4/12 for Pediatric Cancer Foundation of LV, 7/27 for St John’s Parish Picnic, 8/21-8/24 for Community Days, 9/14 for Trinity UCC Parish Picnic.  No discussion, motion at regular meeting.

From Tax Collector Deutsch – approval to turn over outstanding 2013 garbage fees in the amount of $31,892.30 to G.H. Harris Associates.  (FYI- 2012=$32,206; 2011=$22,748)  Sodl questioned how much of 2012 outstanding has been collected.  Secretary will obtain from tax collector.  Sodl continued, if percentage of collection is not sufficient, may want to review system for improvements in collecting delinquent payments.
Discussion on renewing lease agreement with Commitment to Family & Community for building at 149 Cherry Street, Coplay.  Royer stated had no changes to add to current agreement.  Sodl stated good start for CFC allowing facility to be used free of charge by current organizations and new organizations, Community Days and Park & Recreation Board; questioned if any members on council would be open to a change in lease rate, asked Secretary how long lease in place and monthly rate.  Secretary responded leased about 5 years, no change to rate, has stayed at $300 per month.  Luckenbach and Burker stated no change in rate at this time.  Sodl questioned Leiner as to what he would like to see.  Leiner responded does not see amount changing, must pick your battles.  Groller stated any lowering would be minimal and any excessive increase would not be benefit to keeping CFC in space, is glad to see facility being utilized by other organizations.
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Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion, there were none.
Mayor Bundra reported joint safety committee minutes to all members, any questions contact him.  Communities That Care last meeting on January 31 at Whitehall, good meeting, program moving forward.  Attended MECAB meeting at Freemansburg along with council members Burker, Sodl and Groller, meeting speaker was State Senator Boscola.  IRT January meeting was cancelled due to snow, no report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl displayed Banners on sale through Planning Commission; fifteen purchased by Coplay Recreation & Welfare Association along with nine others received in borough office.  Deadline to purchase is March 15; goal is 50 banners to be put up along Chestnut, 2nd, Hokendauqua, Tapler, around municipal building and Library, Parkway area and fire department building.  Sodl questioned Secretary if update on civic plaza received from Solicitor.  Secretary reported solicitor stated deed was sent to Giant’s attorney, requested status on January 15th on deed, and title search was submitted to title company.  Sodl continued, banners are fundraiser, banners cost $125, charging $250 in order to raise funds for three welcome signs and other features at downtown civic plaza.  Leiner questioned if there is a maximum amount of banners.  Sodl responded no, will utilize all available poles and do not plan to send anyone away, trying to instill pride of residents back into Coplay.  Pres. Bodish questioned timeframe for banners to be installed.  Sodl responded planning on late April to early May for installation.  
Royer reported UGI will be adding gas line to building at no cost, however must utilize within one year of installation.  Thanked resident Anne Killeen who attended January meeting and heard discussion by council and when UGI approached her residence about installing informed them to contact borough office.  Requests council consider engineering or contractor to review current heating system and prepare drawings along with estimates for new heating system.  Groller stated utilize UGI to determine system and cost analysis, they have engineering as well.  Chief Genovese added has contact at UGI after last year’s gas issue, may be able to help by drawing up some type of specifications for job.  Secretary will contact and report to Royer on same.  Sodl stated to get specs for both new heat and generator costs.  CWSA report, reorganized with only change of Geissinger replacing Roth on board by Whitehall Commissioners.  Mayor Bundra added has started contacting legislators regarding new building, installation of UGI line would be very beneficial for heating in new building as well.
Burker reported next Park & Recreation Board meeting scheduled for Monday, February 10 where board will discuss pursuing grant due in April, will work with Secretary to prepare grant based on board discussion.  Contacted non attending members of board, Wedge and Leitgeb, to determine status, no response to date.  Meetings will be recorded and minutes prepared by Borough Secretary for park and recreation board.  Applications for all pool positions being accepted at this time.
Groller reported normal operations in finance.  
Bodish reported public works doing good job keeping up with all snow events, even with salt shipments coming in slowly.  Requests residents put garbage and recycling out to alleyway so sanitation employees do not have to climb over snow to get cans.  
Hearing of persons present:  None.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote to approve First Northern Bank & Trust as depository for tax collector receipts.
Vote to waive 2014 Health License fee for Coplay Sports and Legion Baseball.
Vote to waive Pavilion rental fee for Pediatric Cancer, St John’s, Community Days and Trinity.
Vote to turn over outstanding 2013 garbage fees to collection agency.
Vote to renew lease of 149 Cherry Street to CFC from 3/1/14-2/28/15.
Vote to allow use of auditorium by Juvenile Probation from February 26-28, 2014.
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Leiner, second by Groller.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 11, 2014 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

