Workshop Meeting                                                                February 5, 2013
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Royer and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Leiner, Mazur and Recker were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Al Himmelwright, 20 North 8th St., owns rental property at 32 North Front Street, tree at 42 North Front Street growing over onto property, clogging gutters, etc. have talked to owner twice with no results, coming before council to ask if there is any ordinance or such in place that borough can enforce to make owner trim tree.  Have previously spoken with Code Enforcement Officer Helman who stated could trim tree up to property line, however this is very large tree and cannot be done by self.  Pres. Bodish responded will have to review to determine if borough can do anything for situation and get back at later date.
Deb Boylan, Whitehall-Coplay Press, announcing her intent, along with Johanna Billings of Whitehall-Coplay Press, to record meeting.

Anne Killeen, 32 South 4th St., believes website was hacked by foreign persons, this is crime and should be reported to local law enforcement and homeland security, also submitted research on this occurring throughout the internet.  Pres. Bodish responded Secretary will review website during report.

Beverly Miller, 40 North 5th St., has borough initiated franchise fee with Verizon FIOS as are already in place with RCN and Service Electric.  Pres. Bodish reported no franchise fee in place at this time, will discuss and review with solicitor.  Understands that no one in any position was able to see what was going to have occurred with MEM situation, however when Mann president of council, reported on electric savings by borough through MEM, how is that when MEM was supposed to do that and didn’t purchase electric in time.  Did anyone on council look at agreement to make sure all was done as agreed, this is important, if it had been reviewed would have known PP&L had not turned over lights.  Who handled this?  Pres. Bodish responded Mann.  Miller stated that is problem with one person taking control, all must be diligent.  Is current filing civil or just with District Attorney.  Chief Genovese responded at this point just criminal filing with District Attorney, nothing civil.  Mayor Bundra questioned if Miller was on borough council when agreement with MEM approved and signed.  Miller responded yes was on borough council, asked questions and received no answers.  Mayor Bundra stated can’t changes things after the fact, just have to learn from it.
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St., in rebuttable of Ms. Miller, have documentation from March, 2009 had meeting and correspondence with PP&L and correspondence with MEM, when meeting with PP&L in corporate offices, PP&L called borough office and Mrs. Miller instructed Mrs. Gyecsek to not release information, which is documented, and PP&L would then not release any other information.  Mrs. Miller is directing council in error, even though no longer president, along with prior council pushed plan also stated someone should have read contract, when had access to same paperwork to read contract.  Mayor Bundra did object as well as myself to purchase of lights.  Attempting to discredit current council instead of council who approved transaction.
EMA Coordinator Keller reported one incident, UGI situation, which Mayor will discuss under his report.  Also, EMA and Fire Chief will be meeting to discuss cooperation between departments.  
PWD Pavelko reported continuing to complete fixture upgrades in borough building, three salting callouts, used 1.5 ton cold patch, replaced 2 speed limit signs, 1 handicap sign and 1 no parking sign, routine truck maintenance including replacing safety light on dump truck, support with gas outage situation, traffic light hit expecting repair in 4-6 weeks, litter pickup with storms and wind, tripped breaker causing issue at CFC repaired and monthly generator check completed at fire department.  
Chief Genovese reported 205 incidents for January, 2013 with 2 arrests and 3 resolved by exceptional clearance, 24 traffic citations with 12 written warnings for traffic violations, 12 written warnings for equipment violations and 40 borough parking tickets.  Reviewed prepared 2012 yearend report, 2,989 calls one more than 2011, however an increase in reported crimes especially of note, assaults increased from 6 in 2011 up to 20 in 2012, with total arrests up by 12.  Received thank you letter from Officer Pinto of North Catasauqua Police Department for help received from Officer Shumberger during motor vehicle accident, same read.  On January 15 attended Upper Macungie Police Department open house for new department.  Conducted oral interviews for applicants of North Catasauqua Police Department.  Traffic light struck by tractor trailer following Lehigh Street bridge detour route, also dump trucks using our bridge, although empty, concerned with damage to roadways as result of continued use.  Reviewed ordinances, in place is restriction of 6,000 gross weight on 2nd Street, as this weight not even sufficient for some cars, suggests increasing to 5 or 6 ton weight limit, putting up signs excluding local deliveries only, then able to cite.  Larger vehicles will also pose issues for 
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parkway and pool during summer season.  Mayor Bundra added contacted Glenn Solt at Lehigh County regarding detour and working on possible change for truck route detour.  Chief Genovese continued, purchased new portable radios to communicate with Northampton Borough Police Department, since Lehigh Street bridge down, Northampton would be first back up for our department and need to be able to communicate.  UGI gas situation, one thing that made situation work was borough offices were open, helped residents to obtain information, stress need for building and borough operations to remain open.  Judged skills competition for VoTech school criminal justice program.  Very busy January.  Pres. Bodish questioned weight limit of dump trucks.  Chief Genovese responded make 17 ton bridge weight limit when empty, not full when going over, using different route when full.
Interim Fire Chief Matthew Buskaritz reported 10 incidents for January, 2013.  All vehicles in good working condition.  Two new members to department, one junior firefighter and one fire police.  Training held for all in basic fire police, other training scheduled in February and March.  Attended Town Watch meeting, Air packs passed annual testing.  Purchased new fire gear in amount of approximately $18,000 utilizing Fireman’s Relief funds, also receiving $7,800 grant and using same to update equipment.  Obtaining costs for radio repeater system to be used by all departments, better coverage and communication.  Requested “No Parking” sign installed to rear of building, some vehicles park blocking rear bay access.  Questioned heating system noise in bay area.  PWD Pavelko will review with Interim Chief Buskaritz.   
Secretary reported on website, computer IT company stated would handle renewal of domain name and fee was not paid, as such domain name was purchased by someone else, probably trying to sell back to us at additional fee, as such IT company purchased two additional domain names and website has been restored under www.coplayborough.org unfortunately this occurred same day as UGI situation and was unavailable to residents.  New website has been included in February newsletter and all search engines notified which could take up to 4 weeks, anyway we can get word out of change would be appreciated.  Handicap curb cut bid package utilizing CDBG funds has been approved by Lehigh County and will be advertised shortly, bids will be opened at April workshop meeting.  Financial interest forms should be returned to office by May 1.  Next police pension meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 26 in borough office.  LVEDC will attend March meeting, copy of letter received to all members.  Resolution for library referendum was prepared and forwarded to solicitor for review and approval, ready for vote at regular meeting.  At this time, Secretary requested PWD Pavelko review information obtained regarding generator.
PWD Pavelko stated copy to all members, there are a few options available.  To cover all peak usage would need 100 kw generator, cost would be approximately $40,000, however taking into consideration upstairs would not be used may be able to go with 50 kw generator at cost of $25,000, this would necessitate someone to check regularly to turn things off and on as needed, such as fan for heating gym.  Property committee will review for further discussions.  
Discussion of any problems/matters:
Request received from Protective Safety Services for use of building for training from April 29 – May 17, 2013; September 9 – September 20, 2013 and September 30 – October 24, 2013.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Request received to remove handicap parking spot on Center Street near hobby shop.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
Correspondence received re: Hill subdivision, all required improvements have been completed.  Response from Engineer Stewart after inspection stating not all improvements are complete – copies of both to all members.  Members reviewed correspondence, requested solicitor report and recommendation at regular meeting.  Secretary will contact on same.
Reviewed fee schedule for any changes.  Secretary stated per Chief Genovese requests increase in police security to $36.00 per hour and fee for outside storage under towing fees to $45.00.  Also, recreation increased pavilion by $5 for both resident and non-resident rates.  BCO Helman did not suggest any increases to building permit rates.  Would ask that council review pool rates, see additional attached sheet showing comparison with other municipalities, have not increased since 2011 and only non-resident rates were changed.  No additional suggestions for increases by members, Groller stated will suggest pool rates by next meeting.  Secretary will prepare resolution for regular meeting.
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Received request from ARRO Engineers to participate in Lehigh County Authority and City of Allentown Joint Sewage Facilities Plan (Act 537 Plan) asking for designee to participate in meetings for coordination and communication purposes.  Royer gave further explanation, plan necessary for future capacity concerns and borough should be represented.  After discussion, Pres. Bodish , Royer or Secretary Gyecsek will attend based on availability.

Pres. Bodish asked for any additional items for discussion.  None. 

Mayor Bundra thanked those in attendance for interest in their town.  Reported 70% of Coplay residents lost electric during Hurricane Sandy and now 1,030 houses lost gas on coldest day of winter and also have the ongoing MEM street lighting situation.  To begin, situation report prepared by Chief Genovese, copies to all members, reviewed timeline of events of persons involved and responses to situation.  UGI had to secure meters at each house, repair damage and then relight all pilots, both time consuming undertakings.  Met numerous times with county and UGI officials, shelter due to extreme cold set up in borough building, also set up for St. Peter’s Church in case of overflow, and UGI officials stayed on site to answer resident questions.  Impressed with Coplay’s residents and their patience during event.  Thanked Police department, EMA, borough office and public works; Whitehall Mayor, Police department and EMA; Lehigh County EMA and Red Cross.  Sodl thanked Mayor for doing excellent job.  Chief Genovese asked letter of thank you be sent to St. Peter’s for opening basement as possible shelter.  Secretary will prepare.  Mayor continued re: MEM invited to attend press conference with D.A. Martin who is pressing criminal charges against MEM, may give some relief to Coplay.  Safety meetings held with public works employees and workplace safety committee, both in January.  Regarding Communities that Care program, attended second meeting, reaching out to residents trying to get involvement in project, still working on same.  CFC lease, attended last meeting and reviewed request to include emergency shelter wording in lease renewal, agreed with same.  Asked Sodl to review additional item presented.  Sodl stated requested use of room by fire department personnel for training and received verbal agreement for 4 to 5 times per year use, of course there are ongoing questions and answers, so instead of making this part of lease at this time, will go with verbal agreement for this lease term.  Goal is to get these groups to work together in some capacity, get past prior animosity.     
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl reported Fireman’s Relief total expenses for January of $3,633.78 leaving balance of $37,700.94 and the $18,000 explained by Chief Buskaritz for new gear will come from these funds.  As chairman of emergency services committee, would like to thank Chief Genovese, Chief Buskaritz and EMA Keller for good job having everything under control during UGI event.   
Royer reported normal operations on public buildings.  Wall padding for basketball court in gym has been received and will be installed by public works.  CWSA report, held reorganization meeting, no changes to prior officer held positions, did report that ebilling feature added to website and, as previously explained, working with LCA and ARRO on 537 plan.
Recker was absent, no report.  
Groller reported normal operations in finance.  

Bodish reported with retirement of sanitation driver, job posted in house to fill, Richard Bundra posted for position.  This opened Rick’s position of Senior Laborer, again did in house job posting and Scott Weller posted for position.  Requests motion at regular meeting for these position changes and to authorize secretary to advertise to fill position vacated by Scott of sanitation laborer.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  Continued report, to date have had numerous nuisance snowfalls which are still costly in amount of salt needing to be used, but no major events.  Presenting committee members with listing of ten shade trees, please review at convenience and rank as worst being #1, hope to remove three to five trees with performance grant funding this year, as Leiner absent requested secretary forward information.
Hearing of persons present:  

Beverly Miller, 40 North 5th St., responding to Procanyn comments at beginning of meeting, does not state information to discredit council but to remind of lesson to be learned and have never directed Mrs. Gyecsek to not give PP&L information to Procanyn or instruct to call PP&L to not release to Procanyn, PP&L protocol did not allow them to release information requested by Procanyn.
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St., as previously stated have documentation prior to March, 2009 with names of who was spoken to, same can be produced if council would like to review and disagree with Mrs. Miller’s statements and comments to this council.
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Anne Killeen, 32 South 4th St., questioned since website renewal was not completed clearly a job was not done, do borough general procedures include job description for secretary or handbook.  Secretary responded there is personnel manual, but no job description.  Ms. Killeen questioned evaluations and who supervises.  Pres. Bodish responded no listing of everything to be done, cannot list just too much.  Chief Genovese interjected have requested IT provider to change domain name renewals to be billed to borough directly.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on resolution #1366 authorizing referendum question re: library.
Vote on use of building/gym by Protective Safety Systems.
Vote on handicap space at 101 South 2nd Street.

Vote on Hill subdivision release of bond and off-street parking improvement.
Vote on resolution #1367 updating fee schedule.    
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Royer, second by Groller.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 12, 2013 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

