Workshop Meeting                                                                February 7, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, and Royer as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, Fire Chief Buskaritz and Police Chief Genovese.  Mazur and Recker were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Presentation by Paul Driscoll of URDC re: draft Coplay Borough Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Driscoll stated URDC previously worked with Coplay to prepare the first Comprehensive Plan for Coplay, during this process, an updated zoning ordinance was determined to be very necessary as prior Ordinance was from 1960’s.  As such, URDC with Coplay Planning Commission began preparation of new zoning ordinance beginning in October, 2010, not merely an update due to age of current zoning.  After numerous meetings, ordinance was prepared and forwarded to Lehigh Valley Planning Commission who had minimal comments, also Coplay Planning Commission held a public hearing which was nominally attended.  This public hearing before borough council is next step in process prior to implementation of zoning ordinance.  At this time, Pres. Bodish asked for any comments or questions from borough council or audience members.  No comments were made.
Presentation by Coplay Public Library employees and Coplay Public Library Board members re: possible loss of funding from Whitehall-Coplay School District.  Library staff member Sharon reviewed letter written and copied to all members.  Letter reviews possible ways to increase funding to the library if school district is unable to budget the necessary funds, also, these options have no technical or legal advice and may not be correctly worded or technically valid.  Have created a “Saving Our Library” campaign with residents and patrons, invites council members to help with this campaign.  Carol Schleder, President of Coplay Library Board spoke next, stating that although school district has included $71,000, what has normally been received from school, in preliminary budget, does not expect that full amount to be there when final budget is passed.  Thanked council for prior yearly support of $16,500 from borough in years past, however this will not cover expenses and allow library to continue into the future.  Terry Holderman, bookkeeper and resident stated normal expenses for one year are $102,000, with funding through June 30 from school and 2012 from borough looking at a balance of $43,000 as of January 1, 2013 if no additional school district funds after July 1, 2012.  Maryrose, library staff member thanked council for past support of library, stated usage is higher than ever, can supply statistics to council if requested.  Stated this is a quality of life and home value issue if the library were to close.  Communities with a library also increase the local economy.  Pres. Bodish asked for discussion by members.  Leiner commented supports Library, however $71,000 is a lot of money, nervous about commitment by residents to support that amount.  Groller stated will comment in his report.  Pres. Bodish questioned when known for sure if school district funding will be approved.  Terry responded will know by May, 2012.  Pres. Bodish recommends committee be formed of three council membersto help represent library with school district.
Hearing of persons present:  
Charlene Piskula, 109 S. 8th St., re: council vacancy, application for appointment of same.  Former council member for six years, many accomplishments during that time along with positions on various other organizations.  Council needs to fill this vacancy with someone for the people, residents spoke in last year’s elections by not voting in a specific council member, that message was clear, not once but twice.  I trust council will not vote on the buddy system.
Beverly Miller, 40 N. 5th St., re: Municipal Energy Managers (MEM) and if contractual obligations are being met, follow up should be done by council  Contract stated MEM responsible for finding best electricity rates for street lights.  In the April, 2009 minutes statements were made on savings, have we seen the savings stated.  Members are responsible for discussing and following up on this contract.
Mel Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., responding to Ms. Miller, believes $170,000 of contract was not paid, discussions and follow ups were made over past year by council at either workshop or regular meetings.  Does have a few questions re: this topic.  Do we own streetlights?  If so, we can contract for servicing of the lights ourselves and not deal with MEM.
EMA Coordinator Keller stated report will be prepared and read at regular meeting.
PWD Pavelko reported replaced two windows and repaired wall in auditorium, Christmas decorations on poles, front yard and borough building removed and stored, gutter weed and dirt cleanup, fire building generator battery failed, replaced under warranty and repaired two leaking urinals and sealed leaking roof, ran line for new copier in police station, snowfall plowed and walks cleared, boiler repairs of coal fill switch and circulator pump seal assembly made, cleared branches in Potter and Pink Alley that were hitting sanitation truck, replaced 50 stop signs and no parking sign on Chestnut Street, used 4 ton cold patch, installing County 200 anniversary banners at 2nd/Chestnut and flag hanging in Parkway.
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Chief Genovese reported 169 reports for January with 4 arrests, 17 traffic arrests and 14 borough parking tickets issued.  Worked with Lehigh County Drug Task Force for drug arrest on 2nd Street, same was in papers.  Reviewed year end report with council, calls increased by 6.8% for 2011, while crimes decreased by 10% over that time.  Received the most calls of other municipalities in Lehigh County of the same size.  
Chief Buskaritz read January, 2012 fire report, 14 calls for month.  Received response that grant for Cascade truck was denied.  Purchased newer box truck to replace damaged cascade vehicle in the amount of $4,500 this date.    
Secretary reported next police pension meeting scheduled Tuesday, 3/20 at 7 pm in council chambers and County meeting Tuesday, 2/14 from 12-2, inform office if interested in attending.  Bidding and contract limits have increased effective January 1; under $10,000 no bid needed, from $10,000 to $18,500 requires telephone bids, and over $18,500 requires sealed bids.  Received confirmation from COSTARS re: electricity shopping for CY 2012, accounts awarded to Constellation at $0.06768 fixed rate for 24 months for an estimated savings of $5,400 over that time versus PPL electricity rates.      

Discussion of any problems/matters:
Leiner requested discussion on expiring lease agreement with CFC.  Mayor Bundra responded same will be reviewed in report.
Boards and Commissions:


Karl Korsak seeking reappointment  to Civil Service Commission.

No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting. 

Annual requests for use of Coplay Parkway Pavilion at no fee, except for $35 charge if cleaning is requested, insurance information will be requested: Pediatric Cancer Foundation of LV on 3/22 & 3/23 for packet pick up and 3/24 for race, Chron’s and Colitis Foundation on 5/5, IRT Walk/Run on 5/20, St John’s Lutheran Church on 7/22, and Trinity UCC on 9/16.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.
Request from Tax Collector Deutsch to turn over outstanding 2011 garbage fees to collection agency of G.H. Harris Associates in the amount of $22,748.00.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Letters of interest received from Marvin P. Mann II, Beverly Miller and Charlene Piskula for vacant council seat.  Pres. Bodish asked if Ms. Piskula and Ms. Miller would like to speak.  Ms. Piskula stated believes in open government and working together to improve community, voters spoke in both elections last year to not reelect and that should be respected by council when appointing to this vacancy.  Ms. Miller stated believes in paperwork and follow through, open government, doing your homework to review all information and make decision that is best for Coplay once all has been discussed.  There were no further questions by members to either applicant.
Mayor Bundra reported on annual CFC lease agreement , recommends renewal for one year, same terms.  Invited by Whitehall Chamber of Commerce to luncheon along with six other local Mayors from Whitehall, Allentown, Catasauqua, Northampton and North Catasauqua, this opens communications with other municipalities and is good for the Borough of Coplay, will report in March on same.  At this time, Leiner questioned rental rate of $300 paid by CFC, same is very favorable and would like to know what local organizations have benefited from their donations.  Aren’t they obligated to tell us?  Who is benefiting from what they do?  Bundra responded did report on donations at prior meetings.  Leiner requests documentation from CFC.  Groller added fee is reasonable and recap of donations to local organizations would be valuable tool for additional term.  Pres. Bodish stated will request information from CFC liaison prior to regular meeting as lease ends 2/28/12 and vote is needed at next regular meeting.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations in Streets department.  Requests committee meeting after workshop meeting to discuss future street projects.  Contacted by Whitehall Township regarding water pooling at Ruch/Chestnut Streets, Engineer Stewart reviewing same and preparing cost estimate to install storm sewer.  Curb cuts bid being finalized by Engineer, will be awarded at March regular meeting.  CWSA report, reorganized in January, infiltration inspections are ongoing and CWSA Solicitor discussed $40/quarter penalty and again confirmed legality of same.  Approved for PENNVEST loan of $9.9 million for 20 years at interest rate of 1% for years 1-5 and 2% for years 6-20, will be bidding Coplay Creek Interceptor project next month.   
Recker was absent, no report.
Mazur was absent, no report.  
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Groller thanked Library personnel for hard work in attempts to keep the library open and running and looking at all options available.  Although Whitehall-Coplay School District preliminary budget includes enough funding for library, agrees this is not definite until budget is finalized especially as state indicating cuts to school districts in state budget.  Situation with library is dire, recommends council create a committee to work with library on this.  Pres. Bodish stated will wait to appoint committee until after next regular meeting when vacancy on council is filled, but would like Groller to head up same.
Leiner stated congratulations to Mayor Bundra on appointment and invited to attend any Town Watch meeting.  Coplay Town Watch beginning preparations for annual National Night Out program on Tuesday, August 7 at American Club of Coplay pavilion.  Read January, 2012 health officer and code enforcement officer reports.  Also, re: 1102 Center St., Town Watch helping Ms. Carpenter to clean up property, cutting down bamboo and cleaning up debris.  
Bodish reported sanitation and recycling pick ups going well.  Update on status of injured employee Roy Bigley, earliest expected return date of July 1.   

Hearing of persons present:  
Charlene Piskula, 109 S. 8th St., believes Ms. Miller should be appointed to fill vacancy on council based on her ability to gather, review and discuss information such as the situation with Municipal Energy Managers.  Ideal candidate for council vacancy and will work for Coplay residents.  
Mel Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., clarifying question by Leiner re: $300 /month paid by CFC to borough, all prior councils paid fire company for building was $300/month.  Fighting with fire company ultimately cost borough close to $200,000.  Also, CFC pays their own utilities in building.

Bev Miller, 40 N. 5th St., questioned final amount for loan was $960,000 is that correct?  Pres. Bodish replied correct.  Miller questioned what did we get for $760,000?  Residents need to know this information, would like write up on what it was spent for.  Pres. Bodish responded all uses of loan were approved by motion of council at a regular public meeting.  Miller continued re: CFC, they cost borough a lot of money and still many hazardous conditions exist in that area of building.  

Anne Killeen, 32 S. 4th St., Groller mentioned state budget, Rep. Brennan on news reporting a decrease in funding for schools in preliminary budget.  Questioned statements last month by Groller re: Coplay budget not balanced.  Groller responded, reported that revenues had decreased, budget is balanced.  Killeen continued has previously brought to attention of council floor unevenness at CFC building and need for correction, agrees with Miller on hazardous conditions.  Questioned if Municipal Energy Management situation was discussed with borough solicitor.  Pres. Bodish responded yes, solicitor has been involved.  Killeen continued that maybe state involvement is needed as more than one municipality and county are included in this situation.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote to reappoint Karl Korsak to Civil Service Commission.
Vote on use of pavilion at no fee.

Vote on outstanding garbage fees to collection agency.

Vote to appoint borough council member.  
Motion by Royer, second by Groller to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, February 14, 2012 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

