14th Regular Meeting 

    
                        

February 10, 2009
Municipal Building                                                               

92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Mann.  In attendance were Luckenbill, Mazur, Miller, Piskula, and Royer.  Mayor Milander and Solicitor Preston were also present.  Schin was absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Mann asked for minutes from regular meeting of January 13, 2009 were approved as presented by secretary – Miller questioned fourth paragraph from bottom statement “Miller questioned Solicitor if motion needed on same” knows motion not needed and would not have asked same, requests statement be removed, only questioned if Pres. Mann could mandate committee meetings.  Secretary reviewed, statement was in February 3, 2009 workshop minutes, not January 13, 2009 regular meeting minutes, as such, Secretary will review and report at March workshop.  Minutes from regular meeting of January 13, 2009 were approved as presented by secretary - carried.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Bill Wiessner, 6 S. 7th St., re: loan, went to all homes on 7th Street, spoke with residents and Mrs. Bogert checked 8th St., reviewed findings, most not in favor of loan.  Questioned if able to send flyer in newsletter asking for resident input on this decision.  Mann responded loan pivotal to budget and already voted on by council, Comprehensive Plan will dictate how much and when loan funding will be used.  Suggests Wiessner participate during comprehensive plan meetings, suggests ad in news-letter, not flyer.  Ran 1.8 Million loan over 20 years, will cost more than 1 million in interest alone.  Mann requested questions only, not statements.  Wiessner questioned freezing salaries for 2009, per budget Secretary was given $4,000 raise.  Mann responded all given same percentage increase.  At this time, Mazur suggested a possible Town Hall meeting to discuss loan and advise residents of reasoning.  Secretary will include for discussion at March workshop.
Mel Procanyn, agent for Ann Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., under freedom of information act received copy of general fund budget versus spent, did not include wages, what is name of report he can request, more specific questions regarding pool wages and concession.  Auditors paid $13,000 per year to file form with state and publish information in newspaper.  Mann asked what is question and stated go through Open Records for information.  Procanyn requesting his ability to contact auditors directly, allowed per state guidelines.  Re: loan, public input never allowed, not advertised.  At 12/22 meeting where loan approved . . . unable to find information.  Mann requested Procanyn take his seat.
Anne Killeen, 32 S. 4th St., four questions.  Last year street cleaning job not done well, suggests same be reviewed/approved prior to completing.  Suggests wage freeze, obviously can’t stop increases for contractual wages, would like motion for nonunion employee salaries to be kept same in 2009 as in 2008.  Agrees with comprehensive plan, however suggests any new buildings at general supply property utilize President Obama’s bailout and stimulus plan initiatives.  Mann explained general supply 18 month option agreement, however comprehensive plan will make final decision.  Killeen stated non residents asking for information that costs borough residents should not be allowed, Procanyn already cost borough more than $1,000 in solicitor fees.
Joe Bundra, 14 S. 9th St., re: discussion at workshop to add hearing of persons present to end of meeting, but does not see on this agenda.  Was done before and then removed, would like to see same reinstated.  Mann stated discussion at workshop and approved for workshop, not regular meetings.  Will again bring up for discussion at March workshop for both workshop and regular meeting.  Miller requested to respond, stated this was never previously part of agenda, just done on as needed basis, when audience participant would request and council members agreed to hear same.  Further discussion by Miller and Bundra on same.

Reading of correspondence:  
RCN Corporation re: 2008 annual Franchise Fee of $43,079.79.
Mayor reported January, 2009 criminal and traffic report totals.  
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Solicitor reported reviewed RCN Cable TV franchise agreement update, okay to approve and follow same, only need change for Coplay information.  Secretary will update for March meeting.  Re: Columbia House certificate of occupancy inspection, would not fall under these guidelines, should be inspected by Health Officer annually.  Library review complete, appears need bylaws and guidelines to bring same to state requirements.  Mazur questioned where council can go from here.  Solicitor responded either take hard stance, which may shut down Library, or give board opportunity to correct issues and meet state requirements.
Engineer was absent.  No report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported routine maintenance and pothole repair being completed.  Approximately 1 ton of cold patch needed to correct dip at North 8th and Hall, will check with Engineer on cost to fully repair.  Received $65,000 in 2009 CDBG funding for handicap curb cuts and detectable warning tiles.  CDBG grant applications for 2010 should be available within two months.  IRT report, next work day in Whitehall on 2/14 at 8 AM, next meeting at Whitehall Township on 2/17 at 7PM, Historical Hike scheduled for 3/14 at 10 AM at Chestnut Street barn.  Still open seat on IRT commission for Coplay.
Schin was absent, no report.    

Miller responded to Procanyn questions re: pool wages and reviewed 2007 versus 2008 receipts and expenses for daily admission, season passes and concession stand.  Additional discussion on wages and upgrades that have been ongoing over last few years.  States pool is big asset in this small town not only for residents.  Calling meeting to get started on advertisements for guards and checking with Red Cross re: use of pool for training.  
Piskula read January, 2009 fire report.  Balance as of 1/31 in Fireman’s Relief account of $24,407.03.  Received copies of loan documents from fire company, will be reviewing same.  Questioned Mann if any correspondence received from fire company?  Mann responded no, all are awaiting vote on engineer consultation and report and scheduling of same prior to additional meetings.
Mazur reported pickups good, recycling good.  Re: comprehensive plan, meeting cancelled in order to apply for two grants to pay for more than 75% of cost or @ $24,000.  Expects meeting to occur in late March or early April, once grant responses are received.  Plan will help move borough forward.  Requests meeting with streets/sanitation committee to review any possible or necessary changes to pickup schedules, etc.  Miller questioned current solid waste and recycling tonnages.  Mazur stated Secretary tracks, will report at next meeting.
Luckenbill reported re: questions from Health Officer Keller at workshop meeting, looking into same, meeting with PA Department of Agriculture representative within next two weeks to discuss options.  Questioned if advertisements for pool guards and concession will be in newsletter, received questions from several residents, and when committee meeting on same.   
Mann reported awaiting approved loan documents from state at this time.  School board report, session at Whitehall High School pool being well attended by borough residents.  Miller questioned specific numbers, no specific numbers on same, suggests contacting Whitehall Township recreation if interested.  
Unfinished Business:  None.  

New Business:

Motion by Mazur, second by Luckenbill to appoint new committee of Housing Department Committee with members of Royer-Chair, Mazur and Luckenbill.  Mann asked for questions.  Miller questioned what exactly committee for, specifically their authority, reporting, etc?  Mann responded discussion at workshop meeting stated to review with Helman and able to direct report to council of issues/concerns he has in job.  Miller questioned would they review code violations?  Mann responded no, that is duty of board of appeals already in place.  Comments by Helman, committee would review paperwork process, submission process and clarify questions and allow him direct contact with council for any problems needing council review/approval and followup.  No further questions.  Motion carried.
Motion by Piskula, second by Royer to approve updates/changes to pavilion agreements – carried.    
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Motion by Mazur, second by Luckenbill to approve attendance by Piskula and Miller at training program “You and the Ethics Act” on Wed., March 11 at cost of $35.00 each, or total of $70.00 – carried.
Motion by Piskula, second by Miller to authorize engineer to conduct a Condition Assessment Report of Coplay Fire Co. #1 building at estimated cost of $3,000 to $3,500 – carried.
Motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.    
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for January, 2009 as presented to council – carried.      

General Fund

$    85,815.41


LM General Fund

$    37,915.23
Garbage Fund

$      8,512.87


LM Garbage Fund

$    13,842.32
State Fund

$    12,447.59
 

Police Pension Fund

$      8,658.24

Loan Account

$      2,248.93


Street Opening Fund

$      2,573.94

Recreation Fund
$      3,687.18
Motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances:  

RESOLUTION NO. 1307

A resolution establishing fees to defray the expense for the collection and disposal of garbage, ashes and refuse.  The rate for 2009 is $260.00 for regular households, $220.00 for senior households and business rates at a range of $330.00 to $3,630.00.

Motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to adopt Resolution No. 1307.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 1308

A resolution authorizing a LUPTAP grant application and to allocate matching funds.

Miller questioned what exact amount of matching funds is.  Secretary responded $15,850.

Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to adopt Resolution No. 1308.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

As there was no additional business, motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to adjourn meeting until next workshop on Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. and regular on Tuesday, March 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.    
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







