2nd Regular Meeting 

    
           

February 14, 2012
Municipal Building                                         

94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Mazur, Recker, and Royer.  Mayor Bundra and Solicitor Preston were also present.  One council position is vacant.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of January 10, 2012 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried.  
Hearing of persons present:   
Beverly Miller, 40 N. 5th St., just a quick question, are you guys going to read the letters from the candidates of the people wanting to sit on council.  Pres. Bodish responded yes, under correspondence.

Charlene Piskula, 109 S. 8th St., I came before you guys again to remind you that the people, the voting people of this borough have spoken, I’d like to reiterate tonight because the votes going to go down as to who will fill the empty seat and I have a personal message from the members of this community.  My goal is to instill how important it is to fill the council seat with someone who truly represents the people, and not just a buddy to all on council, as the rumor mill in town grinds away so do the stories of who is going to fill Mr. Bundra’s vacated seat, one story I would like everyone to pay attention to is a story that I am hearing, that council may be bringing back one of last year’s uninvited council members, well let me remind you that the vote should come from your heart, it was made clear in both elections last year, 2011, a matter of six months apart, that this community spoke and voted one of the particular members not to return.  His campaign committee spent the most money in the history of Coplay to try to regain his position and guess what the people of this town spoke, they spoke very clearly, and the numbers weren’t even close enough to request a recount.  The voters of this community have not spoken once, but they spoke twice and I trust this council will honor the outcome of last year’s election.  It’s so important to think about what the people of this community want, they spoke twice in a matter of six months to tell you guys what they wanted.  The voting citizens of the borough sent a clear message to him in 2011 and he did not fulfill his obligations to the community as expected and he was not welcome to come back in the near future and that was the vote of the people of Coplay.  With that in mind, I hope everybody tonight whoever the candidate may be you vote from your heart, put all differences aside, because it’s important that we have somebody sitting in that position that the people of this community want not just because they may be a buddy to everybody on council.  Thank you.     
Reading of correspondence:  

Karl Korsak re: reappointment to Coplay Civil Service Commission.
Jeffry P. Deutsch re: turn over outstanding 2011 borough garbage fees to collection agency.
Applications for Council:

Marvin P. Mann II

Beverly J. Miller

Charlene M. Piskula
Mayor Bundra reported attended luncheon at Whitehall Chamber of Commerce with Mayor’s of Allentown, Whitehall, North Catasauqua, Catasauqua and Northampton.  Very informative and good way to connect with municipalities around us.  Tomorrow attending a webinar in borough office on council and mayor relations, since new to position, hope to obtain good information on this topic.
Solicitor had nothing to report.  
Engineer was absent, no report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Mazur read January, 2012 police report, received 169 calls for month with 4 arrests, 17 traffic arrests and 14 borough parking tickets issued.  Spoke with Chief Genovese, all going well at this time.  
Recker had no report at this time.
Royer reported normal operations in streets department, sign replacements and pot hole repairs ongoing.  Handicap curb cuts bid package prepared, will be advertised and awarded at March regular meeting.
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Groller reported savings achieved between changing out lighting in municipal building and library building, along with electric rates bid through COSTARS which were awarded to Constellation should be in the $4,000 to $5,000 range per year.  Will be attending next board meeting of the Coplay Library.    
Leiner read January, 2012 health and code enforcement report, 5 health inspections were completed, 20 total code enforcement complaints with 8 resolved.   
Bodish reported sanitation and recycling running smooth, fortunately no significant snow falls so far, if there would be keep in mind garbage collection could be pushed back one day.  Reported to members of council response from CFC for request of organizations they have donated to over past year which includes: 12 Relay for Life Bingos, 1 Basket Bingo fundraiser, 1 funeral luncheon, 1 Senior Citizens Christmas Party, 22 Senior Citizen Meetings and 1 pizza party for Coplay Sports; any questions on this list.  No questions by members.  
Unfinished Business:  None.
New Business:

Motion by Leiner, second by Groller to reappoint Karl Korsak to Coplay Civil Service Commission with term ending 12/31/2017 - carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to approve use of Coplay Parkway Pavilion by Pediatric Cancer Foundation of LV from 3/22-3/24, Chron’s and Colitis Foundation on 5/5, IRT on 5/20, St. John’s Lutheran Church on 7/22, Coplay Community Days from 8/24-8/26, and Trinity UCC on 9/16 with no fee except $35 charge for cleaning if necessary – carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to authorize Tax Collector Jeffry P. Deutsch to turn over outstanding 2011 borough garbage fees to collection agency of G.H. Harris Associates in the amount of $22,748.00 – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to approve renewal of lease agreement with CFC from 2/29/2012 to 2/28/2013 with no changes in terms.  At this time Leiner requested discussion on renewal of this agreement.  Bodish stated asked for questions when information received from CFC was reviewed.  Leiner apologized, did not hear same, continued with question of CFC’s income and expenses, we received information on use of building by organizations, but no donations of funds are indicated.  Deeply discounted rent, not comfortable with same as no donations to the family and community are known.  Pres. Bodish unsure if we can ask questions regarding finances.  Solicitor Preston responded question could be asked, however they are not required to provide an answer under the lease.  Leiner stated that continuation of lease is not automatic and would like questions answered prior to vote by council, would like to question CFC Liaison Schreiner.  Pres. Bodish asked Mr. Schreiner to approach podium.  Mr. Schreiner stated that the advantageous rate the CFC receives for rent is a byproduct of the sale of the building to the borough, rent was terms of the sale.  Money that is raised by the CFC, is used as they struggle to maintain and pay the utilities for their side of the building.  The list of events given seems small, but is not to them.  I do not have any dollars and cents responses as was not prepared for responding to that question, but if council has any other questions I will do my best to answer.  Groller stated only concern of listing of events given, where the monies were going.  Mr. Schreiner responded they are furnishing the hall free of charge.  Leiner continued there was no way to know you were going to be asked these questions.  Mr. Schreiner asked if there was anything else council wanted to know besides what he has already answered.  Leiner stated but you haven’t really said anything, we have budget issues here, that property is worth more than $300 in rent, who is the CFC supporting, the list given is not the complete list of activities.  Mr. Schreiner stated asked to give list of fundraising activities, not all activities.  Mr. Leiner stated we are not prepared to deal with this lease at this time.  At this time, Pres. Bodish asked for any further questions by council, none responded.  Leiner suggested a motion to continue lease month to month until answers are found in order to make a proper decision.  Solicitor Preston stated that is entirely up to council and for the record the current agreement does not reference the purchase of the property as that was attached as an exhibit to the settlement agreement, so it was tied in to the original lease, just so that is clear.  Leiner asked if that means it is executed in subsequent leases.  Solicitor Preston responded no it does not mean that, but the terms of lease were negotiated in anticipation of the property settlement.  Pres. Bodish stated we do have a current motion on the table.  Five yeas, nay by Leiner - carried.
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Motion by Mazur, second by Groller to approve police, fire, health, and building inspector reports – carried.  
Motion by Groller, second by Mazur to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for January, 2012 as presented to council – carried.  

General Fund

$    91,641.23


General Fund MM

$    40,714.23
Garbage Fund

$    26,439.06


Garbage Fund MM

$    58,850.65
State Fund

$      9,280.68
 

Police Pension Fund

$      6,234.18


Loan Account

$      2,473.57


Street Opening Fund

$      8,053.40
Recreation Fund
$    22,114.89


Emergency Services Fund
$    17,550.10
Garbage Truck MM
$    22,747.12


Capital Projects Fund

$       4,207.99
Dept. Projects Account $  42,630.37


SALDO Escrow Fund

$       1,236.44
Payroll


$      7,341.45
Motion by Leiner, second by Groller to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Nominations for Coplay Borough Council.  All nominations are completed with a motion, no second is necessary.

Motion by Mazur to nominate Marvin Mann.

Motion by Leiner to nominate Beverly Miller.

Pres. Bodish asked for any other nominations.  As there were no further nominations, Pres. Bodish closed nominations.

Resolutions and Ordinances: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1354
A Resolution appointing Marvin P. Mann II to the Coplay Borough Council Vacancy for the designated term.  
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to approve Resolution No. 1354.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 1 nay by Leiner.  Motion carried.
As there was no further business to discuss, motion by Mazur, second by Recker to adjourn meeting until next workshop meeting on Tuesday, March 6, 2012 at 7 PM and regular meeting Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 7 PM. 
Attest  

Borough Secretary 

