Workshop Meeting                                                                March 3, 2015
Municipal Building                                                                 95th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl, as well as Police Chief Genovese, and PWD Boyle.  Leiner, Mayor Bundra, Fire Chief Buskaritz and EMA Coordinator Buskaritz were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
At this time, Pres. Bodish requested all remain standing for a moment of silence in remembrance of longtime borough employee Dan Pavelko who passed away this morning.
Hearing of persons present: Pres. Bodish requested that speakers not bring up the same topic repeatedly, but give different points.
Mike Miller, 40 N 5th St., Coplay, President of Coplay Athletic Club.  Met with council committee on February 12 to discuss insurance and amount of rent.  Over the years have given more than $20,000 in donations to Seniors, Rec & Welfare, Connie Mac, Legion, Coplay Library and more.  Insurance through Brosky Agency anywhere from $1,500 to $5,000 per year; requesting borough consider rental fee of $200 per month.  $2,400 rental fee should cover all utilities.  Current membership fees charged are $85 for first year and $65 to renew.  There are a total of 84 members, 47 from Coplay and 10 formerly of Coplay.
Bev Miller, 40 N 5th St., the Athletic Club has sponsored annual Bicycle Derby for 20 years, spending @ $7,000 on helmets given out to attendees and by borough police to children they see without helmets.  Club has 5 board members, 3 of which must be from Coplay and all Officers must be Coplay residents.  I found AC has given more than $29,000 in donations over the years.  Have paid $15,000 in room fees to borough and were only organization to pay a room fee until Explorer Post came into building which I instituted while on council.  Club brings in @$4,000/year in fees, just enough to cover insurance plus $200/month rental; club could not continue to survive if higher.  Children’s program is continuing with parent support, club is community oriented and an asset according to borough’s comprehensive plan.  There have been no resident complaints regarding nonprofits getting taxpayer funding.
Brad Fogle, 609 Chestnut St., previously member at Gold’s gym but was too expensive, joined Coplay AC and now bringing 12 year old daughter to help her lose weight and get healthy.

Kim Rader, 38 S 3rd St., had no comments at this time.

Barbara Fritz, 16 S. 8th St., had no comments at this time.

PWD Boyle read February completed and projected projects reports.  Completed cleaning out boiler room; painted new lunchroom, hallway and doors; prepped door and frames for safety wall installation in borough office; crew spent considerable amount of time plowing, salting streets and removing snow from sidewalks; additional time was spent removing snow from problem parking areas and around borough businesses; routine building cleanup; routine building maintenance; routine boiler maintenance and daily ash removal; routine sanitation collections.  Projected work for March includes installation of safety wall in office; paint and repair of barricades; start locker room cleanout; clean and organize tennis court building; inventory all equipment; start on parkway winter clean up; build shelves and organize Community Days room; start clean out of 2nd floor of borough hall.  Additionally PWD Boyle reported had 3 signs and 1 telephone pole hit which were replaced, two water main breaks, working with Hobel to fix 2nd feeder on boiler, in contact with Great Western regarding dissatisfaction with repair of UGI street cutouts they will return in spring to correct, 175 tons salt used, 50 ton antiskid materials and 5 ton coldpatch.  Pres. Bodish thanked Boyle and all public works employees for efforts.
EMA Coordinator Buskaritz was absent.  
Chief Genovese reported in February, 2015 received 145 total incidents with 7 arrests, 8 traffic arrests, 6 written warning and 23 parking tickets issued.  Working with public works when snow emergency in place.  Will need to hire another part time officer, no specifics at this time.   
Fire Chief Buskaritz was absent, working per Sodl.  Sodl read February, 2015 fire report, 7 calls for month.
Secretary reported copy of 2014 Library Board accomplishments to all, contact Janet Eisenhauer Library Board chair with any questions; received information from Fire Chief Buskaritz that Asst. Chief Richard Craig resigned as of February 24, same must be accepted by motion of council at regular meeting; reminder that financial interest statements should be returned to borough office.  
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Discussion of any problems/matters:

Sodl requested discussion regarding athletic club take place first.  Pres. Bodish agreed.  Sodl began with explanation of determination to charge fee based on square footage, attempting to establish policy for all, that fee is a starting point.  Monthly rent based on square footage, electricity & heat was determined to be $345; understands an increase from @$41 to $345 would be difficult, and same as CFC, because of community contributions would reduce by $125 to $220/month.  Sodl questioned if youth program will continue?  Mr. Miller explained will continue differently than in past, youth can only participate with parent present and parent must be current member of organization.  Sodl questioned if able to provide police officers with $0 membership fee.  According to Mr. Miller, and statement from Mrs. Miller, bylaws state payment of dues is required to be member in order for group to retain 501c(3) status.  Further discussion by Mr. Miller and Sodl regarding rate being requested by borough, determination of that rate, and ability of club to pay rate.  Pres. Bodish commented $65/year equates to only $5.41 a month, rates at any other gym are well above that; area gym rates are as follows: Northampton $325/yr, Catty YMCA $276/yr, Gold’s $30/mth, LA Fitness $30/mth and Planet Fitness $25/mth.  Sodl stated if Northampton at $300/yr why not increase to $150/yr.  Mr. Miller responded want to keep it economical.  Pres. Bodish restated club MUST have insurance coverage in place by regular meeting (Tuesday, March 10, 2015), committee met 3 weeks ago and club still has no coverage, this is a borough liability issue, having borough cover clubs insurance is not an option, will have to close if no insurance.  Mrs. Miller stated when former Borough Solicitor Bartges was questioned, opined borough insurance covered weight room.  Sodl commented even food bank in lower level of building carries liability insurance; previously worked with Mrs. Miller on original lease with CFC and insurance was necessity, as you well know.  Mr. Miller stated will have insurance information by regular meeting.
Sale of 1996 Dodge Dump Truck; advertised twice with no bidders.  Pres. Bodish questioned members on next step, rebid with no minimum, lower minimum.  Royer questioned if bid too low, must council accept.  Secretary responded bid documents include statement that any and all bids can be rejected.  Royer and Luckenbach suggested advertise again for bids with no minimum and council can decide once bids are opened if they will accept.  No further questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.  

From Tax Collector Deutsch: requests outstanding 2014 Garbage fees in the amount of $30,212.60 and outstanding 2014 Per Capita taxes in the amount of $2,684.00 be turned over to the collection agency of G.H. Harris Associates.  No comments or questions by members, motions at regular meeting.
Discuss any changes to fee schedule, including waiving Pavilion rental fees for the following annual rentals: St. John’s Lutheran Church on Sunday, July 26; Coplay Community Days from Friday, August 28 thru Sunday, August 30; and Trinity UCC on Sunday, September 13.  Secretary stated copies of current schedule to all members with recommendations from different departments regarding their fees, also notations on when each fee was last increased.  Secretary suggested due to length of current meeting, members review and be prepared to discuss at April meeting.  All members in favor of same, tabled until April workshop meeting.  

Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion, there were none.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl thanked Chief Genovese.  Received request from fire department for council to review ordinance that requires businesses and multi-unit apartment buildings with secured entrances to install a Knox Box.  This box holds key to secured door allowing entrance by fire department without damages.  Building owner installs Knox Box, at their expense, with secured entrance key inside and delivers key to open Knox Box to fire department.  Secretary will research for future discussion.
Royer reported feeder issues with boiler, no update from HSA regarding new heating system.    
Burker reported Park & Recreation Board attended 3/27 Planning Commission meeting regarding grant submissions for Balliet Stadium, Parkway and Civic Plaza.  Meeting scheduled with Milander’s this Friday to discuss pool concession stand.
Groller reported normal operations in finance.  
Leiner was absent, no report  re: Kilns.  

Bodish reported CWSA replacing approximately 1,000 feet of sewer lines on Front Street; borough will hold off on Front Street repaving until 2016, looking into possible CDBG funding for same.  Requesting a motion at regular meeting to move $11,444 from Contingency/Landfill line item in budget to Truck Payment line item to pay off garbage truck loan early, will save approximately $1,000 in interest.  No comments or questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  
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Hearing of persons present:
Mike Miller, 40 N 5th St., will contact Brosky Insurance Agency and have policy ready for council review at March 10 meeting; and will drop at borough office for Secretary to forward to Solicitor Preston for review.
Bev Miller, 40 N 5th St., waiting for underwriters to complete insurance process, requested pricing from three companies.  Additionally stated dues from weight room members go back into the community and no officers are paid.  Club is a 501c(3) organization.  Organization takes care of cleaning those rooms.  Yes, it is a paid membership, but open to anyone; require members to sign waiver which includes volunteer requirement as well.  Club in existence since 1947, no dues then, but less equipment.  Pres. Bodish questioned if rate of Power Lift? Not sure of name?, was obtained.  Mr. Miller responded same was not checked.  Further discussion by Mrs. Miller, Sodl and Bodish regarding membership, annual dues rate, and annual renewal time frames.  Sodl ended discussion stating not picking and choosing organizations, reviewing all borough properties and rental fees.
Brad Fogle, 609 Chestnut St., no additional comments at this time.  

Kim Rader, 38 S 3rd St., had no comments at this time.

Barbara Fritz, 16 S. 8th St., stated admires Mike and Bev Miller coming before council, does not understand need to justify Athletic Club and that no one but Mr. Sodl is talking, does no one else have say.  Pres. Bodish stated he has been discussing and making comments as well.  All members are well aware they can share thoughts and speak at any time during meeting; at this time, specifically questioned Luckenbach.  Luckenbach stated no need for comments, agrees with Sodl 100%.  Pres. Bodish restated all renters of borough property being reviewed CFC, AC, Train Club, etc.  Mrs. Miller asked if council has every received complaints from any taxpayers with a positive response from Pres. Bodish.
Todd Bandera, questioned how 10% for utilities determined, by study, and will council be reviewing use of gym by Coplay Sports.  Sodl responded no study done to determine utility percentage and, yes, gym will also be included in future discussions.

Tom Klucherich, had no comments at this time.

Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., questioning pavilion waiver discussion.  Pres. Bodish stated not same as prior discussion, community organizations.  Ms. Killeen continued, saw online a community being sued for not charging fees to churches, may need to charge resident rate, should check on same.

AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote to accept resignation of Richard Craig as Asst. Fire Chief effective 2/24/2015.

Vote on turning over outstanding 2014 garbage and per capita to G.H. Harris Associates.  

Vote on transferring $11,444 from Contingency/Landfill to Truck Payment in Sanitation Fund.
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Sodl, second by Burker.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 10, 2015 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

