Workshop Meeting                                                                March 4, 2014
Municipal Building                                                                 95th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra and Police Chief Genovese.  Leiner, PWD Pavelko, Fire Chief Buskaritz and EMA Coordinator Buskaritz were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:
Teri Holderman, 154 Cherry St., questioning CFC parking lot situation, can local residents park there without being ticketed during a snow emergency.  Pres. Bodish responded cars were asked to move as CFC had event, if no event not a problem, will be posting no parking signs if and when there is an event to inform residents of need to park elsewhere.  Sodl questioned who will put up signs.  Pres. Bodish stated either police department or public works.  Sodl questioned why borough should put up signs.  Pres. Bodish responded it is borough’s building.  Sodl questioned if lot at far end could be designated for neighborhood parking without interfering with CFC parking.  Chief Genovese suggested CFC post signs themselves instead of sending us listing of events, back and forth could miss something, if CFC posts directly would alleviate mistakes.  Pres. Bodish questioned if vehicles could still be ticketed if posting themselves.  Chief Genovese responded yes, can still enforce signs.  Mayor Bundra requested CFC liaison John Schreiner’s opinion.  Mr. Schreiner stated sees no issue having CFC post themselves, would only request Chief Genovese show CFC what is necessary to post first time and should be fine after that.  Pres. Bodish questioned when would residents expect end lot to be plowed.  Chief Genovese responded residents in area move vehicles to parking area as soon as snow emergency is declared and do not expect to be plowed out, used to shoveling vehicles out even when they were parked in CFC lot.  Sodl commented received complaint in February from 2nd Street resident about not plowing curb to curb, council requested more cooperation from residents to be able to properly clear snow, during last storm residents in area did cooperate and 2nd Street was plowed curb to curb by police and public works and is well cleared.
PWD Pavelko was absent, Pres. Bodish read February public works report, snow plowing and removal of streets and sidewalks; 3 tons of cold patch used for potholes; snow plow repairs; 20 amp dedicated circuit for computer main frame room installed; auditorium clean up; and regular equipment checks and repairs.
EMA Coordinator Buskaritz was absent, no report.  
Chief Genovese reported in February, 2014 received 178 total incidents with 1 arrest, 10 traffic arrests with 3 written warnings and 29 parking tickets issued.  Chiefs of Police Association sponsoring Lehigh Citizens Police Academy at LCTI every Tuesday for 12 weeks, $50 tuition fee for use of lab materials, has brochures and applications for anyone interested in attending.  Prescription drug collection box, like a small mailbox, were located in larger area police departments initially, however more boxes have been made available, requesting council approval to install same in borough building for use by residents, will place in view of camera and there is no cost to borough.  All members okay with installation of same.  

Fire Chief Buskaritz was absent, Sodl read February, 2014 report, 9 calls for month and noted station was manned during snow events for quick response.  Department will be hosting auto rescue training at station in March.  
Secretary reported next police pension meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 18 need council president, member of emergency services committee and police officer in attendance.  The Coplay Saengerbund will be in attendance at March 11 workshop meeting to discuss approval of their extension to come under the borough’s noise ordinance.  Secretary reported with all the snow emergencies, last minute garbage schedule changes, etc.  borough office looked into creating a Facebook page for the Borough, would allow office to send out alerts on emergencies, schedule changes, community events, etc,  Whitehall, Catty, North Catty all have a Facebook page.  Mayor Bundra commented this is definitely a quick way to get information out, Chief Genovese agrees great way to get information to residents.  Secretary polled council regarding allowing comments posted by public on page could allow comments posted with no restrictions, allow comments posted only after approval by page administrator which would be borough office, or could allow no comments at all.  Members agreed to create Facebook page for borough and after discussion, all agreed to allow no comments.
Discussion of any problems/matters:

Review fee schedule for any changes (copy of same to all).  


Building Permit Fees – per Ron Helman, would like to increase the following:




1. Renew on ground pools from $25 to $30




2. Concrete patio with footer from $60 to $75



3. Zoning permit fees from $25 to $30
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Streets and Sidewalks – per borough office, while reviewing the large amount of street openings being received from UGI – would like the wording “or fraction thereof” added.  Secretary explained same, no further questions by members.

Police Dept – no change to towing fees
   No further changes by members, Secretary will prepare Resolution for vote at regular meeting.
Concession Stand Lease – recreation committee is recommending the following changes to the concession stand lease with Milander’s Market for the 2014 swimming season:

1. Add clause if lessee defaults after 4/30/2014, lessee is still responsible to pay season’s rent.

2. Lessee must be open a minimum number of hours – 80% of pool operations.
     Burker commented trying to promote events such as family nights, don’t cook at home, eat at the pool, the concession stand must be open.  No further discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.
Sidewalk Ordinance, specifically snow removal – public works committee is recommending the following changes to sidewalk ordinance regarding snow removal:

1. In addition to having to remove snow/ice from sidewalks within 24 hours after snow event has finished, would like to add it is unlawful to place snow/ice from property onto any street, alley, gutter or sidewalk.

2. Add language if property comes into violation again within 24 months of original notice of violation, borough may issue municipal citation.

3. Change current fine wording to include minimum of $100 for first offense, minimum of $200 for second offense, and remain at maximum fine of $600.
     Burker commented finally getting some teeth into ordinance.  No further comments by members, okay to prepare ordinance with changes.
Received request for handicap parking space at 132 South 4th Street – Charles Collins.  Chief Genovese commented resident has garage, but easier for him to park on street and would not create parking hardship in area.  No further comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Received request from Tax Collector Deutsch to turn over outstanding 2013 per capita taxes in amount of $2,387.00 to GH Harris Associates.  No comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion.

At this time, Royer stated received information from borough office regarding complaints from contractors and residents in dealing with Lehigh Valley Inspection Service, our third party inspector for electrical, plumbing and HVAC.  Office contacted several local municipalities and other third party inspectors which was reviewed by committee, recommending to add additional third party inspectors to listing of approved inspectors that can be used by residents, gives residents a choice when looking to have inspection.  Additional two inspectors are Code Master and Barry Isset & Associates.  Members agreed, like idea of giving residents more options, no further comments, motion at regular meeting.
Pres. Bodish added, would also like to see the issue of grass being thrown into the street added to that ordinance with same wording as what was just discussed and approved for the snow ordinance, including the changes in fines.  All members agreed with this change as well.  Secretary will request Solicitor prepare grass ordinance first as that season will be here shortly and then will work on snow ordinance to be prepared and passed prior to next winter.
Mayor Bundra reported joint safety committee did not meet in February due to snow events and March meetings will be for member training.  MECAB meeting hosted by Northampton last week with presenter discussion on gangs, thanked member Sodl for also attending.  IRT will be purchasing two street banners.  Sodl added street banner program doing very well, approximately 60 sold to date.  Burker thanked Whitehall Coplay Press for publicity in promoting the street banners with pictures and article.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl thanked police department and public works for good job during winter weather events.  For fire department, council must begin to consider purchasing another new pumper as second truck is 28 years old.  Pres. Bodish questioned grants for funding.  Sodl stated that option is already being reviewed.

Royer reported lights in auditorium will be replaced utilizing PP&L rebate program.  CWSA report, thanked authority for use of their vehicle during last snowstorm.  
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Burker reported pool manager interviews by committee will take place this Thursday, at that time committee will also discuss thought of by myself and borough office to promote pool.  Next Park & Recreation Board meeting scheduled for Monday, 3/10, will be discussing ongoing grant application.  

Groller reported normal operations in finance, also received state liquid fuels allocation which was $7,000 more than anticipated.
Bodish reported public works did well considering the severe winter that we have dealt with.  Will be looking to postpone March 18 and March 19 street sweeping and getting same rescheduled after snow and ice still on streets is melted.  Received performance grant money in amount of $10,601 which is an increase from $8,914 last year.  Updating the percentage of delinquent garbage taxes – 6.1% of residential bills unpaid and 7.7% of business bills unpaid.  Small dump truck, clutch and four wheel drive inoperative, requested secretary obtain COSTARS pricing for new 3 to 3 ½ ton dump truck, cost is $67,000 would like council approval to go ahead with purchase of this new vehicle.  Mayor commented would like to see permanent radio installed.  Secretary stated that does not come with COSTARS package, would be installed after purchase by ECCO.  No comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Hearing of persons present:  None.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote to approve concession stand lease with changes determined by discussion.  
Vote to approve handicap parking space at 132 S 4th St.  
Vote to turn over outstanding 2013 per capita taxes to collection agency.  
Vote to approve Resolution #1385 updating fee schedule.  
Vote to approve purchase of new dump truck in public works department.
Vote to approve to allow residents choice of third party inspector.  
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Royer, second by Luckenbach.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 11, 2014 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

