Workshop Meeting                                                                March 5, 2013
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Recker, Royer and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz.  One council seat is vacant.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Jeanne Fignar, representing Tobacco Free Northeast USA, asking council to consider voluntary program to eliminate tobacco use in recreation areas by Ordinance, our organization provides free signage for use in park and recreational areas.  Eliminates second hand smoke exposure to children and helps in efforts to promote tobacco free message to teens.  City of Allentown has already implemented program, along with some other Lehigh County municipalities, as I live in Northampton, promoting this program to communities in the area.  Leiner questioned how long with this organization.  Ms. Fignar responded 22 years.  Leiner stated applaud efforts and would like to learn more, have discussion.  Bodish stated will have committee review and further discussion with council.
Steve Burker, 5 South 12th St., applicant for vacant Borough Council position.  Bodish stated council will ask questions of applicants under discussion of matters on agenda.
Beverly Miller, 40 North 5th St., applicant for vacant Borough Council position.  Bodish restated will question under discussion of matters on agenda.  
EMA Coordinator Keller reported organizing CPR class for local organizations and residents who have previously inquired, CFC has agreed to allow use of social area for class, should be sometime in April and will be open to all, advertising in newsletter and website.  Leiner questioned what organizations.  EMA Coordinator Keller responded Town Watch was one, along with individual residents.
PWD Pavelko reported 1 ton cold patch used, gym wall pad installation complete, routine truck maintenance on all especially newer garbage truck, two salting call outs, two dozen additional stop sign post reflectors installed mostly at two way stops, parkway cleanup including scoreboard at Saylor Field removed however posts still intact for possible future use, water fountain and garage steam valve for heat replaced and repaired, one handicap parking space was installed on 2nd Street and one removed on Center Street.
Chief Genovese reported 133 incidents for February, 2013 with 3 arrests and 1 resolved by exceptional clearance, 26 traffic citations with 2 written warnings for traffic violations, 1 written warning for equipment violations and 12 borough parking tickets.  All officers will have received yearly updates by end of March.  Officer Reed certified as taser instructor, coordinated with LV Airport to share costs, also Reed already certified as use of force instructor for both departments.  Suggests council institute weight limit on 2nd Street, except for local deliveries, temporary stop light was hit again by tractor trailer and is located back much further than actual PennDOT requirements, when new stop light pole installed closer to intersection, trucks will continue to strike.  Mayor did contact Glenn Solt at Lehigh County, in charge of bridge project, to add “truck route” signage to detour.  In addition to 1117 ½ handicap space removal, requesting removal of space at 41 North 5th Street.  Mayor Bundra stated spoke with Mr. Solt, however signage is through PennDOT, not County, Mr. Solt will make contact, but unsure of outcome.  Recker questioned if State Representative McNeill was contacted for assistance with this situation.  Mayor Bundra responded no, but good idea, will attempt to contact.
Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz reported 7 incidents for February, 2013.  Reported on ending mileage and fuel usage for month.  Hazmat operations, electrical emergencies and arson awareness training held and completed, upcoming classes include hazmat operations, positive pressure review, thermal imaging cameras, sprinklers and standpipes, and carbon monoxide detector response.  Attending, along with one assistant chief, recruitment and retention seminar at Trexlertown fire department on 3/20.  New gear has been received, along with new water rescue gear.  

Secretary reported next congress of governments meeting Tuesday, 3/12 from 12-2 pm if anyone interested in attending, reviewed increased bid limits as stated in PSAB Boroughs magazine, prepared resolution #1368 authorizing destruction of old records in accordance with municipal records act, most are from 2005, received Ordinance #804 from solicitor’s office for refinancing of 38 S. 4th Street loan, original amortization schedule returned by DCED, changes made to schedule however does not change payments or interest rate, but must be reordained with corrections.  Questioned council’s approval of 5 ton weight limit for 2nd Street, if all in favor, ordinance could be prepared and advertised for passage at April meeting.  Pres. Bodish asked for discussion, all members agreed with weight limit, secretary will prepare for solicitor review and advertise for vote at April meeting.  
Workshop Meeting                                                                March 5, 2013

Discussion of any problems/matters:
Scheuermann subdivision Lot 4 revised final plan – approved by Coplay planning commission October, 2009, approved by LV planning commission May, 2010, approved by Borough Engineer February, 2013 – minimal portion of lot located in Coplay, bulk of land in Whitehall who just approved final revisions.  Pres. Bodish stated section in Coplay only portion of lot, asked for questions by members, none, motion at regular meeting.
Request received to remove handicap parking space at 1117 ½ Oak Street and 41 North 5th Street.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Request received from Tax Collector Jeffry Deutsch to turn over outstanding 2012 garbage fees to collection agency of G.H. Harris Associates in amount of $32,205.80, prior years outstanding amounts were $22,748 in 2011 and $29,843 in 2010.  Secretary stated some of these amounts have been recovered, just given for comparison.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Discussion to waive $65 fee for 2013 health licenses for Coplay Sports and Legion Baseball.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.  

Requests to waive fee for use of pavilion from: Pediatric Cancer Foundation on 3/23/13; Crohn’s & Colitis on 5/4/13; IRT Run/Walk on 5/19/13; St John’s Church on 7/28/13; Community Days from 8/22-8/25/13; and Trinity UCC on 9/15/13.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Applicants for Borough Council, Secretary stated copies of each letter given to members:

1) Stephen J. Burker – at this time Mr. Burker read prepared statement, thanked council for opportunity to be considered for vacancy, born and raised in Stiles, lived in Coplay for more than half of life, understand responsibilities of council and decisions that have to be made, along with negative and positive effects of those decisions on residents.  Past 2 years chaired Coplay Community Days Festival committee working with council, borough employees, police department and civic organizations, learned with all challenges for this event the necessary need for teamwork to promote our main interest, the good of Coplay and its residents.  Teamwork is how Community Days increased attendance and would like to be part of council team for bright future of Coplay.  Secret to working well with others, God gave us two ears and one mouth to do more listening and less reacting, all in this room have those tools to help us work and play well with others.  Pres. Bodish asked for questions.  Sodl asked if podium is center would you consider yourself more business oriented or political.  Mr. Burker responded, business.  Recker questioned why business.  Mr. Burker responded borough is a business, decisions should be based on needs.  Groller questioned looking through community what would be some reasons for being member of council.  Mr. Burker responded to work together toward bright future, family resides in Coplay and any decisions made effect that family and residents, work toward less negativity, use strength of Coplay residents and proud to claim as home.  Recker questioned what, if any, changes would like to see.  Mr. Burker responded not sure of anything needing change, just want to do what is needed to improve or do good for Coplay, anything of that nature I will be for.  Leiner thanked for application and candidacy in May primary, if selected will do well, applaud team effort of Community Days, however would point out notion of business versus politics to understand that politics, not negative stuff, does many things for town.  Mr. Burker again thanked council for their consideration of his application.
2) Beverly J. Miller – did not prepare statement as everyone on council knows one another.  Sodl questioned regarding library situation with referendum on May ballot, if it would be defeated by taxpayers and you are on council what would thoughts be on how to proceed.  Ms. Miller responded that is will of people, being on council is difficult you need business sense and also representing residents, you can politic until you are on council, once there you cannot question decisions made based on future elections, have to state what is best to move Coplay forward, this is good community with lots of potential, smaller size allows Coplay to do things that larger communities cannot because residents are together, best way to make tough decisions is to collect facts, take time to review, don’t jump to decisions, time is not always available just have to work faster and harder in that situation to make those tough decisions.  Leiner thanked Ms. Miller for application.
Pres. Bodish asked for any additional items for discussion.  None. 

Mayor Bundra reported public works employees held safety meeting prior to Workplace Safety Committee monthly meeting on 4 wheel drive safety.  Communities That Care program, copy of article in Whitehall-Coplay Press to all members, please take time to read as explains program, next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 3/12 from 3-5 pm at LCCC, still looking for volunteers from Coplay, invited CTC coordinator to attend IRT meeting and Coplay Community Days next meeting on 3/26 as most civic organizations involved in that event.  Invited along with Mayors from Whitehall, Northampton and Allentown to attend meeting on firearms background checks petition being signed by Mayors from over 40 states throughout the country asking for uniform background checks instead of each different by state, still gathering information on this topic and would 
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appreciate any input from council members.  Attended MECAB meeting in Northampton, speaker was National Utilities Refund company, they review all utility bills for past 3 years for overcharges, no up front costs only receive reimbursement if overcharges found, secretary attended as well and is gathering additional information to present to council in future.  Attended Mayor’s luncheon given by Whitehall Chamber of Commerce, second year, speeches given by myself, Mayor Hozza of Whitehall, Mayor Reenock of Northampton and Mayor Pawlowski of Allentown, very nice event that was well attended.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl read Deputy Health Officer/Code Enforcement report for February, 2013, 9 new complaints, 10 ongoing and 4 resolved for month.  Questioned Chief Genovese on status of generator for building.  Chief Genovese responded initially looked at UGI gas line into building to power generator, however no longer an option as only low pressure lines service this area and could not sustain generator, therefore looking into diesel or propane options at this time.  Sodl continued report, believes it to be council’s responsibility to provide trained and up to date fire department, upon review determined there are no state guidelines for training or anything else in regard to fire services and according to response from state fire commissioner should be implemented on local level, as such committee is proposing to council forming independent panel of active and retired fire chiefs to evaluate department personnel, training, necessary borough funding and procedure, etc and to report back to council with recommendations.  Panel would be comprised of Chief Benner from Whitehall, Retired Chief Rice of Emmaus and Retired Chief Burrows of Catasauqua.  Sodl requested Interim Chief Buskaritz and all council members comment on panel review.  Chief Buskaritz agreed, spoke of same previously but never followed through.  Leiner responded believes same to be worthwhile undertaking.  No further comments by members.  Sodl requested information from Chief Buskaritz for review by panel members and requested same be turned in to Mayor Bundra by next Tuesday, 3/12.
Royer reported wall pads installed in gym look good, otherwise normal operations.  CWSA report, having back up issues at Tapler & Ruch Street due to line on Tapler sagging, expect to abandon line and hook in to line on Ruch Street.  Met with ARRO representatives regarding 537 plan for LCA and Allentown, meeting resulted in CWSA representatives stating capacity allotted in agreement is more than sufficient for current and future needs and any other signatory in need of capacity upgrades should pay for those upgrades, not rate payers in Coplay and Whitehall.
Recker stated will report at regular meeting.
Groller reported normal operations in finance.  

Bodish reported working with committee to propose for approval to council shade trees needing removal.  Requested costs to install new storm sewer on Chestnut Street near Ruch Street, Whitehall Township will not consider paving Ruch Street until storm water situation has been alleviated, committee will review and bring to council for final discussion.  Looking into costs to purchase street sealer to increase life of streets.  
Hearing of persons present:  None.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on resolution #1368 authorizing destruction of old records.

Vote on Scheuermann subdivision Lot 4 revised final plan.
Vote on handicap space removal at 1117 1/2 Oak Street and 41 N 5th Street.
Vote on turning over 2012 outstanding garbage fees to collection agency.
Vote on waiver of health license fees for Coplay Sports and Legion Baseball

Vote on waiver of fees for pavilion use on 3/23, 5/4, 5/19, 7/28, 8/22-8/25 and 9/15/2013.
Vote on resolution #1369 appointing to fill vacancy on borough council
Vote on ordinance #804 authorizing refinancing of loan for 38 S 4th Street property.

As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Leiner, second by Groller.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

