Workshop Meeting                                                                March 6, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Mann, Recker and Royer as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, Fire Chief Buskaritz and Police Chief Genovese.  Mazur was absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
At this time, bids for the 2012 Handicap Curb Cuts Project were opened by Secretary.  One bid was received from Charles D. Herman, Inc. in the amount of $106,200.00.  Bid will be forwarded to Lehigh County for approval.  If approved, motion to award will be on agenda for regular meeting.  

Presentation by Maryrose Farquhar of Coplay Public Library.  Reported informational meeting held last night, good session, received many ideas for fundraising and approved spaghetti dinner fundraiser at St. Peter’s Church, who donated hall for use, on Saturday, May 5.  Anyone interested in donating funds, donating items or time to this event would be appreciated, inform the Library.  Realizes there may be some confusing information regarding the amount of funding needed to run the Library, explained that currently they receive $75,000 from school district and $16,500 from borough for total of $91,000, this total is what is needed to operate the Library.  Council has the power to solve funding problem.  Even if borough would not have library, would need to contract and pay for use of another library by residents, for example Salisbury Township pays $78,000 per year to Allentown for use of their library.  Not having a library is a disservice to residents.  Also, requests that library personnel be included in any discussions between borough and school district on the library issue.  Leiner requested to speak, same granted.  Leiner stated difficult situation for borough and library, challenging to raise $78,000 in funding, but does support discussions to save library.  Estimates a $50 donation from 1,400 residents and/or organizations would cover necessary funding.  Personal donation and from organizations involved with given to Library by Leiner.  If we pull together can get job done.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Beverly Miller, 40 N. 5th St., donation of $50 given to Library from Coplay Town Watch.  Also attended library meeting, requests council look into possibility of Trust to be started in name of library, not sure of how to set up or if possible but could be looked at, should be reviewing anything that can be done to lessen burden on borough residents.  Question for Mayor Bundra, at the luncheon you attended what issue did you bring up on behalf of borough.  Mayor Bundra responded due to time in office did not have much to communicate.  Ms. Miller stated was on council prior to being Mayor, should know what issues are in borough.  Mayor Bundra responded will be more prepared to discuss at next year’s event.  Ms. Miller continued, questioned what cost of street lights were?  Pres. Bodish responded that solicitor requests no discussion on this topic.
Steve Smith, 48 N 5th St., re: new houses and subdivision on North 5th Street across from his residence.  During street excavation, contractor parked backhoe on his sidewalk and front yard property, when he requested they move same, was told no as it is not bothering anything.  Borough should be responsible for any subsequent problems with pipes, etc under sidewalk due to backhoe parked on same.  Pres. Bodish responded borough is not responsible for situation as it was not a borough vehicle, should pursue civil case against contractor.  Chief Genovese reviewed proper procedure to file civilly and agreed would be civil matter to be pursued at magistrate.  Mr. Smith continued why no notification to residents in area of subdivision, etc., if letter was sent, he did not receive and would request a copy of letter.  Pres. Bodish responded as was Planning, not Zoning, letter not sent to area residents, however Planning Commission does advertise meetings, also, due to age of current Zoning Ordinance, borough council was unable to deny request for subdivision, process to update zoning had been started at time of submission of this plan, however change is long process and will only be voting on new zoning ordinance at next week’s regular meeting.  Mr. Smith questioned off street parking requirement as was approved in planning commission not completed for original property, can they just say we didn’t feel like doing it and get away with that?  Who is responsible to follow up and make sure they are following the approved plans?  Continued discussion between Mr. Smith and Pres. Bodish, Secretary will prepare copies of advertisements, etc. from planning commission for Mr. Smith.  Pres. Bodish concluded that borough is not responsible for backhoe being parked on sidewalk and/or any damage that would occur, should pursue civil proceedings against contractor and off street parking requirement question will be reviewed.
EMA Coordinator Keller stated no calls for February, maintenance to vehicle completed, same running well.
PWD Pavelko reported replaced boiler gearbox bearings and keep fire timer; prepped lawn mowing equipment for season; finished stop signs and cemented sign posts on Bernice Drive; 2 tons cold patch used to fill potholes; grove cleanup by tennis courts, cutting, raking and chipping; Lehigh County anniversary banners installed; trimming of dead limbs at parkway with bucket truck; 1 salting callout; finished window well replacement by EMA rooms; normal vehicle maintenance, oil changes; graffiti removed at playground; stumps removed from fallen trees at tot lot and library; cleanup along curbs and borough building of dead vegetation.  
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Chief Genovese reported 169 reports for February with 2 arrests, 18 traffic arrests, 10 written warnings and 11 borough parking tickets issued.  As of 3/8 new law goes into effect re: texting while driving, can pull drivers over for same, however no ban on using cell phone for calls, just texting, officers will do their best but hard to tell if dialing a number or texting, law also updates seat belt laws and allows officer to stop for violation instead of just secondary violation for child safety seats.
Chief Buskaritz read February 2012 fire report, 3 calls for month, 17 calls year to date.  Newly purchased truck for cascade unit being prepared for use, should be ready by end of month and placed into service early in April.      
Secretary reported next police pension meeting scheduled Tuesday, 3/20 at 7 pm in council chambers and County meeting Tuesday, 5/8 from 12-2, inform office if interested in attending.  Reviewed email received from resident thanking borough for adult swim program at high school.  Resolution prepared for destruction of old records in accordance with requirements of municipal records act, most records are from 2004.  Financial interest forms to all, return to office by next workshop meeting of 4/3.        

Discussion of any problems/matters:
Boards and Commissions: Michele Gruber seeking appointment to open position on Coplay Library Board.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting. 

2012 Health License for Coplay Sports and American Legion Baseball – discussion to waive fee for current year.  No discussion or questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
Request from Tax Collector Deutsch to exonerate 18 from the collection of 2011 Per Capita Taxes for reason of moved out of town.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Annual review of borough fee schedule, page by page request for questions and concerns by Pres. Bodish, Secretary reviewed information provided by streets committee to change fees for street restoration discussed in November, 2011 and building permit fees for new construction, additions and alterations that was not included in current fee schedule.  Mann commented that most fees were adjusted last year.  No further discussion by members.  Secretary stated changes to street opening restoration fees and building permits will be updated, resolution will be prepared and ready for vote at regular meeting.  
At this time, Leiner requested discussion of when council member or Mayor not in attendance, generally a call should be made to office or President to report, no personal reason need be given but should be stated at meeting in respect to residents in attendance.  Borough code language and law states able to remove council member for nonattendance at meetings.  Pres. Bodish stated Mazur did contact him regarding absence and borough code does not allow removal of elected official for nonattendance of meetings, will contact solicitor for opinion.  Leiner believes same worth pursuing with solicitor for clarification.  
Mayor Bundra reported attended PSAB webinar on Mayor and Council relationships, good information presented, questioned if Mayor is able to attend council committee meetings without violating sunshine act and was told that it would not violate sunshine act if Mayor in attendance, would like committees to inform him of meetings and he will attend if available to keep updated and involved.  Leiner questioned if Mayor Bundra attended February meeting of CFC.  Mayor Bundra responded unable as out of area.  Leiner continued  that electric bill was stated as high, can an electric audit be done on facility.  Mayor Bundra will make note and discuss with CFC.  Leiner questioned if CFC would be open to allowing Library use of hall for fundraising activities.  Pres. Bodish stated did ask this question of CFC with favorable response from CFC.  Mayor Bundra continued report, joint safety committee met and public works safety committee met during last month.  Just received an invitation from Don Cunningham to attend book signing of book prepared for County 200th anniversary by Frank Whelan, will attend with Mayor Hozza of Whitehall.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations in Streets department.  Street sweeping scheduled for Wednesday, 3/28 and Thursday, 3/29.  CWSA report, unable to attend February meeting, authority did open bids for current project, will update in March.  IRT report, requesting annual maintenance fee from borough at this time, spoke with Secretary who will prepare with bills for regular meeting.   
Recker reported started working with borough office on pool preparations for this season, expects to have additional reports at next meeting.
Mazur was absent, no report.  
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Groller discussed reassessment information received from Lehigh County, Coplay had 70% of properties increased, one of the highest increases in County.  Whitehall with their commercial properties did not increase as much as “bedroom” communities like us.  Adjustment in millage rate from current 12.2 mills to 3-4 mills, unsure of exact millage change until appeal process is finalized at County level.  Unable to attend last night’s meeting at Library, will be attending regular March board meeting and as far as including in any meeting with school board, we will let you know.  
Leiner saving health report for regular meeting.  Congratulated Mann on appointment to council.  Next Wednesday inviting Coplay Mayor and Police Chief and Whitehall Mayor and Police Chief to discuss with parents about persistent unresolved issues with teenagers in both communities, all are invited to attend.  
Mann stated getting up to speed, will have full report prepared for regular meeting.

Bodish reported sanitation and recycling pick ups running smooth, will begin yard waste collections, not grass yet, but just yard waste next month.  Advertised for part time summer help, applications being accepted until 3/30.  At this time, Pres. Bodish reviewed committee appointment changes and updates with new members etc.  Committee appointments will now be as follows: Finance & Law, Groller, chair with Bodish and Mann; WCSD Liaison, Mann; Property & Recreation, Recker, chair with Mazur and Groller; Library Liaison, Groller; Streets, Royer, chair with Leiner and Bodish; CWSA Liaison, Royer; Police, Mazur chair with Leiner and Royer; Fire & Water, Mann, chair with Mazur and Groller; Insurance & Health, Leiner, chair with Royer and Recker; Sanitation, Bodish, chair with Leiner and Royer; Comprehensive Plan, Mazur, chair with Recker and Bodish; PSAB Delegate, Bodish, alternate, Groller; Administrative, Mazur chair in charge of borough office with Groller and Mann; Housing Committee, Leiner, chair with Recker and Bodish; Negotiating with Teamsters, Bodish, chair with Royer and Groller; WC School, Groller, chair with Royer and Mann; Joint Safety Committee, Bundra, chair with Royer and Bodish; IRT Liaison, Bundra; Shade Tree, Mann, chair with Recker and Mazur; CFC Liaison and Coplay Sports Liaison, Bundra; new committee for Library of Groller, chair with Mann and Bodish.
Hearing of persons present:  
Anne Killeen, 32 S. 4th St., requests listing of committees be included on website.  Pres. Bodish requested Secretary do same.  Ms. Killeen questioned if fees of other municipalities were checked for comparison.  Pres. Bodish replied we do check prior to increasing.  Mann stated the increases made last year were reviewed using information from surrounding communities.  Ms. Killeen questioned if borough has grant writer on staff?  Pres. Bodish responded yes.  Ms. Killeen questioned who would initiate a grant to be written?  Pres. Bodish responded borough council would initiate.  Ms. Killeen stated maybe grant money supplied by new casino could be used to help Library, saw Coopersburg and Fountain Hill received funding from this grant.  Pres. Bodish stated will review.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote to award 2012 Handicap Curb Cuts Project.

Vote to appoint Michele Gruber to Coplay Library Board.
Vote to waive fee for 2012 Health License for Coplay Sports and American Legion Baseball.
Vote to exonerate 18 from 2011 Per Capita Taxes.

Vote to approve Resolution #1355 re: destruction of records.
Vote to approve Resolution #1356 re: updating fee schedule.

Vote to approve Zoning Ordinance.

Motion by Leiner, second by Royer to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 13, 2012 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

