15th Regular Meeting 

    
                        

March 10, 2009
Municipal Building                                                               

92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Mann.  In attendance were Luckenbill, Miller, Piskula, Royer and Schin.  Mayor Milander and Attorney Harrison, in place of Solicitor Preston, were also present.  Mazur was absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of February 10, 2009 were approved as presented by secretary – carried.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Charlie Sodl, 2 Magna Dr., re: fire company inspection, will fire company negotiating committee be included with council fire committee to review inspection report from engineer?  How will new building be built, what material will be used, wood, metal, concrete, etc.?
David Buskaritz, Fire Chief, 17 S 3rd St., read six page statement, copy of same attached to minutes.  To summarize, requesting council take building with no lease to fire company or build new building.
At this time, Charlie Sodl asked to speak again.  Same granted by Mann.  Sodl stated if corrections to current building would cost $150,000 and new building would cost $500,000, best course for borough would be less cost option, additional agreements for lease with fire company could be worked out.
Mel Procanyn, agent for Ann Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., re: street light purchase, numbers don’t make sense, now maintenance costs are $12,000 and projections on proposal indicate borough cost of $82,000.  Mann asked Mr. Kern of MEM to respond.  Mr. Kern reviewed pie chart, 3% average is used on both sides to show projected savings.  Actual increases since 2005 have been 9.78, 5, 4.71, 17.7 and 1.17 so far for 2009 percentages.  

Bill Wiessner, 6 South 7th St., re: survey of 7th street residents re: loan not considered, loan documents signed and finalized.  Finance committee statement in newsletter about bare bones budget in place, nowhere to cut when salaries for most municipalities increase only 2% on average yet Coplay continues to hand out 4% raises every year and Secretary got $4,000 raise, didn’t know council was able to do that.  Mann stated any questions.  Wiessner offended council put 20 year loan on everyone’s residence in borough and raised millage 1.5 mills for 2009.  How can you justify, where is documentation to justify.  Mann suggests utilize open records requests to obtain proper documents for review and justification.
Anne Killeen, 32 South 4th St., concrete floor for new fire building will take at least two months to cure, definitive deadline for new building or takeover needed.  Has anything been received re: lease extension?  Piskula responded, no.  Secretary responded letter received this evening, same to be read in correspondence.  Reminds council to remember what judge stated in ruling when considering 99 year lease for $1 to fire company.  Current building, if taken over, should be treated same as pavilion, rentable to all Coplay residents, including fire company, for fee.  Would like motion to advertise for bids for new fire station by 3/15.
At this time, Mann requested MEM and Concord Financial Representatives to podium and asked council members for any questions regarding possible purchase of street lights.  Miller questioned if problems occur during transition, good or bad, from original proposal, would contract be changed.  Response from Kern of MEM, absolutely, utilities and PUC constantly changing along with structural changes in documents.  Miller questioned borough pays electric even after changeover, what if liquid fuels funding from state no longer available?  Would MEM watch for this possibility?  Kern responded legislation carefully watched, in his estimation does not foresee liquid fuels going anywhere and with stimulus energy funds, may actually be other funding available as well.   Miller questioned once borough owns lights and go looking for electric, is it possible to obtain group rate including other municipalities, how does this work?  Deadline to purchase power for 2010 from other than PPL is September, 2009, would not necessarily group with other municipalities, but have looked more toward blending with school districts as they use power during day and street lights would use evenings.  Concord Financial representative stated plan restructures how borough pays for street lights, since this is performance contract, borough is guaranteed stated savings, anything above, even better.  Also, commended borough council for borrowing prior to increase in rates and time frame good for PPL rate deadline of September.  Treasurer Gyecsek requested permission for statement, same agreed by Mann.  Treasurer Gyecsek stated at this time approximately 75% of liquid fuel funds received go to pay for street lighting and increases of electric costs over last few years has 
15th Regular Meeting






March 10, 2009

increased percentage.  In addition, funding received for liquid fuels has not increased in comparison to PPL electric rates, as such portion of funding utilized to pay street lights will continue to grow and funds not available for other projects.  No further questions or discussion by members.  Mann stated will be on April workshop agenda for discussion.
Reading of correspondence:  
Whitehall Township Environmental Advisory Council re: recycling contest prize.
Coplay Fireworks Committee re: date of 2009 display.

Jeffry P. Deutsch, Tax Collector re: outstanding 2008 per capita taxes.
Jeffry P. Deutsch, Tax Collector re: exoneration from 2008 per capita taxes.

Coplay Sports re: use of gym for baseball practice.

Coplay Recreation & Welfare Assn. re: permission to paint playground equipment at parkway.

Coplay Fire Co. #1 re: three month extension of current lease agreement.

Mayor stated not reading criminal report, same available in monthly newsletter.  Requesting council support of motion to approve new 4 wheel drive vehicle purchase for police, desperately needed.
Solicitor reported letter sent to Attorney Forgerty on 2/9 re: three month extension, no response received from Attorney.  Solicitor Harrison questioned Sodl if Attorney Fogerty still representing Coplay Fire Company #1 as discrepancy between letter submitted by company this evening and no response to letter sent by Borough Solicitor’s office.  No response on same.  Requests executive session to discuss real estate, lease agreement and personnel.
Engineer was absent.  Royer reported re: alley paving projects for 2009 bid packages ready, will be advertised next week and opened at April meeting.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported street sweeping scheduled for March 31 and April 1.  PWD Pavelko measuring 30 handicap curb cuts for bid.  Requests table BCO and certificate of occupancy inspections to verify information and proper handling.  IRT report, hike scheduled 3/14 at 10 AM at Chestnut Street barn, next meeting 3/17 at 7 PM in Coplay, 10K Run/Walk on 5/17.  Still looking for Coplay resident to sit on IRT commission.
Schin reported new 4 wheel drive vehicle direly needed looking for favorable approval from members on same.  Cameras will be installed on all vehicles next week.  Spoke with Dents office re: federal funding to hire additional full time officer, pays same for three years, would save borough $35,000 in part time budget, looking into same.  Also could have $50,000 for fire station modifications, changes and/or upgrades.  Will forward information to Piskula upon receipt.  Police department negotiations will begin early April.  Miller questioned must hire officer after three years.  Schin responded yes.
Miller thanked Coplay Recreation & Welfare Association for painting playground equipment, will coordinate with PWD Pavelko.  One piece of equipment needs to be removed, wheelchair swing will replace, PWD Pavelko should get specifications on wheelchair swing.  Free swim at Whitehall school doing well, approximately 6 – 12 families attending each night, happy with attendance.  Property/ Recreation committee meeting of 3/9 not good for members, trying again 3/16 to discuss upcoming pool season, etc.  Requests change to Coplay Sports motion from gym to gym/auditorium.  Same noted by Secretary and changed.
Luckenbill reported no health report.  Read statement, with working two jobs, paying mortgage and raising two children as single parent, not running for council in 2009.  Will complete current appointed term and supports and loves Borough of Coplay, but supports and loves children more.  Thank you.
Mazur was absent, no report.  
Piskula read February, 2009 fire report.  Inspection report from engineer not yet received, expect same next week.  Thanked Chief Buskaritz and firefighters for support of council and frank statements during this meeting.
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Miller requested comment.  Also thanked Chief Buskaritz for statements.  Bottom line at this time, what was supposed as unusual practices, determined to be as thought.  Per borough code legally required to provide fire services and somewhere to house fire trucks and equipment.  Council must make decision on next course of action.

Mann reported next school district meeting on 3/19 at school.  Review of possible stimulus funding available, nothing specific to date, still checking on same.  Finance committee meeting 3/17 to disuss proposal from MEM.  
Unfinished Business:  None.  

New Business:

Motion by Schin, second by Miller to approve donation of 2009 Family Season Pass for award to Coplay resident only for Whitehall-Coplay School District recycling contest – carried.
Motion by Miller, second by Royer to approve date of annual fireworks display on Friday, July 3, 2009.  Schin questioned raindate, Secretary responded 7/5, no further questions – carried.    
Motion by Luckenbill, second by Schin to approve turning over outstanding 2008 per capita taxes of $1,463.00 to G.H. Harris Associates – carried.  
Motion by Schin, second by Miller to approve exoneration of 14 from collection of 2008 per capita taxes – carried.  
Motion by Luckenbill, second by Schin to authorize purchase of new 4 wheel drive vehicle for police department and authorize bid for water/sand blast of municipal pool utilizing funds from Capital Projects loan – carried.
Motion by Piskula, second by Miller to approve use of Coplay Pavilion with no fee, except for cleaning if necessary, by IRT 10K race on 5/17; Brownie Troop 773 on 5/18; St John’s Church on 7/26; St John’s Choir on 8/12; Cub Pack 32 on 8/20; Coplay Community Days Festival on 8/29 & 8/30; and Trinity UCC on 9/20 – carried.
Motion by Luckenbill, second by Miller to approve use of municipal gym/auditorium by Coplay Sports to conduct baseball practice on 3/5, 3/6, 3/12 and 3/13 from 5:30 -7 PM and 3/7 and 3/14 from 1 – 4 PM – carried.

Motion by Schin, second by Royer to approve Employee Handbook as prepared by Attorney Harrison and reviewed by members of council – carried.

Motion by Miller, second by Schin to approve handicap parking space at 46 South 2nd Street.  Piskula questioned Chief Genovese if this was space where another space is already located nearby?  Chief Genovese responded yes.  Vote resulted in 2 yeas by Schin and Royer, 4 nays by Miller, Mann, Piskula and Luckenbill – denied.

Motion by Luckenbill, second by Miller to grant permission to Coplay Recreation & Welfare Association to paint parkway playground equipment – carried.

Motion by Miller, second by Luckenbill to approve donation of $380.00 to Restore The Flags from performance grant funds – carried.

Motion by Miller, second by Royer to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.

Motion by Luckenbill, second by Miller to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for February, 2009 as presented to council – carried.      

General Fund

$    42,224.81


LM General Fund

$             0.00
Garbage Fund

$    60,093.75


LM Garbage Fund

$             0.00
State Fund

$      7,597.48


Police Pension Fund

$       8,758.66

Loan Account

$      1,855.93


Street Opening Fund

$       2,574.04

Recreation Fund
$      3,687.53
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Motion by Luckenbill, second by Miller to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances:  

RESOLUTION NO. 1309

A Resolution declaring intent to follow the schedules and procedures for disposition of records as set forth in the Municipal Records Manual approved on December 16, 2008.  

Motion by Piskula, second by Schin to approve Resolution No. 1309.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.  
As there was no further business, motion by Schin, second by Miller to adjourn meeting to executive session for personnel and real estate issues.  May reconvene for motions if necessary.
Meeting reconvened at 9:30 PM by Pres. Mann, called for motion to adjourn.  Motion by Miller, second by Schin to adjourn meeting until next workshop on Tuesday, April 7, 2009 and regular meeting on Tuesday, April 14, 2009 at 7 PM.   
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







