Workshop Meeting                                                                April 3, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Mann, Mazur, Recker and Royer as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, and Fire Chief Buskaritz.   Police Chief Genovese was absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Charlene Piskula, 109 S 8th St., I come before council with three concerns.  My first concern is directed to Mr. Bodish, I have a neighbor at 105 S 8th St that I have made numerous complaints to, this gentleman goes outside the borough collects garbage brings it into town and turns it into cash, next day the stuff he doesn’t want ends up at the curb, I know because I live next door. The garbage already goes out Saturday night and we don’t have pick up until Monday.  He’s not the first person in this community accused of dumping garbage from other places into this borough and I want something done about it.  I talked to Dan about some issues, I talked to the guys because they didn’t know what was going on, the people that live there, some of them have moved out, so the garbage coming out of that house is not from that house and I want to know what is going to be done because I don’t want my garbage going up because he’s dumping from somewhere else.  Mr. Bodish responded discussed with Dan as well, this isn’t a concern not just with your neighbor, we try to stop it but it is hard at times.  Ms. Piskula continued, I see stuff stacked up, I can understand the neighbor behind them because they’re moving, legitimately putting out garbage.  I had concerns with carpet they put out last year and brought it up to Mr. Bundra who said it wouldn’t be picked up because it wasn’t cut, but the guys picked it up anyway.  Mr. Bundra used it as a safety issue with the guys for back injuries.  My second issue is I question the decision making skills of this council, since I got off this council I cannot believe it, first matter is appointment of Mr. Mann, he knows very well this community voted against him not in one, but two elections.  Wasn’t it two elections Mr. Mann that this town said they didn’t want you, they voted you out, you ended up coming and getting an appointment on council what were your credentials that overrode.  Mr. Mann stated you are entitled to your opinion.  Ms. Piskula stated it is fact the numbers are there.  Mr. Mann responded you are correct, twice I was not reelected.  Ms. Piskula stated okay, thank you.  My third concern is with Mr. Mazur, back in 2011 there were concerns with him missing a couple of meetings and he thanked council and people of this community for working with him, so whatever the issues were, I didn’t ask questions, but now I look on the record and since 2011 Mr. Mazur has missed more than 50% of meetings, I thought there was something in the books, I watched so I wouldn’t miss three meetings in a row and be kicked out, he’s been sitting there for how many years now, missed more than 50%, close to 50% of the meetings and Mr. Mazur still sits there.  Tonight channel 69 news had on a council member from Allentown who had issues with his wife because he was taking care of her he missed more than nine meetings, he voluntarily stepped down and I think just because you have a couple more months to go in this election I can’t honestly say that I’ve truly seen any work for this community and the record that I have is just appalling and I think Mr. Mazur needs to voluntarily resign from council, there is something going on up here when they get this guy back in and this guys missed how many meetings I think there is something going on I just don’t know what it is because I can never figure it out.

Steve Smith, 48 N 5th St., I did have a question about the driveway that was supposed to go in off of Chestnut Street on the new property, actually the existing property that was on the corner of 5th Street and Chestnut Street, it was just signed off, from what I’m gathering it was just signed off on that was okay they didn’t need to do it.  In the original plans though there was a two car parking pad there.  My big concern is in the future people are going to think that they go to somebody and say this is the way I’d like to have it and you can just sign off on it, that is probably not our best policy it’s probably best if we go through the way its supposed to be done, it goes to the zoning board and they vote on it or they listen to people, saying okay this is something we should do.  The big reason is because what will happen on 5th Street the people that park on the corner house, in front of their house is a yellow line so they can’t park there, so these people have two cars parked and then the set of twins being built now and they each have two cars, there is going to be a parking issue, plus people coming onto 5th Street and leaving 5th Street there could be some issues.  So my main concern is do not just put it out there that if you don’t like something and you’re a contractor coming to this town and you’re building something you just need to see one person to get the job done, I mean I think that’s great but not everybody’s on the same page, maybe that person isn’t looking at it for the good of the whole town versus what was good for that day.  That person is not here right, Ron Helman?  Mr. Bodish responded no he is not here.  Mr. Smith continued this was brought up during last meeting that it was signed off on and the whole zoning board was not brought up to speed on that decision, has there been anything said since that.  Mr. Bodish responded he is aware of it, but can’t answer that question, Mr. Helman will be talking to the developer of that property.  Mr. Smith said but the property has been sold and the new people that are there.  Mr. Bodish stated he cannot answer question since Mr. Helman is part of the issue that was brought up, we will get an answer from Mr. Helman at next meeting, it’s a question that we should be able to get an answer from Mr. Helman on.
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Beverly Miller, 40 N. 5th St., my question is to the Mayor, it was great you went to that thing with the delegates from Austria.  Were we able to give them anything?  Mayor Bundra responded yes, it will be part of my report if you would be patient.  Ms. Miller stated just thought I’d ask.  Mayor Bundra stated worked with office to present something.  Ms. Miller questioned if from Saylor Cement Kilns Preservation?  Mayor Bundra stated of course.  Ms. Miller asked if anyone contact them, what is happening is those are property of preservation society and they are being given out without contacting the society or Mr. Jany.  Mayor Bundra responded we did not give it out, it was purchased.  Ms. Miller responded okay that is fine then as long  as money went back, I know it has happened once before.  Mayor Bundra stated Ed Pany was behind it and he is very thorough and I made sure that Coplay kilns got recognized and if you ever see anything in the future that comes up call me and let me know, I will follow through on it procedural or whatever, it so easy to tell me now I wish I would have known that information before.  Ms. Miller continued, I was looking over some figures, was anything done with the boiler in this building cause there was a $7,987 accumulation bill, was that this boiler?  With money used from the Comprehensive plan?  I find it appalling that no one on council even knows it , the capital plans project money.  Mr. Mann questioned date of bills, if it goes back far enough it was actually an engineering survey.  No it said boiler, goes back to 2008.  Mr.Mann stated that goes back to when we were seeing what cost would be to repair/replace boiler, it was engineering studies to redo the whole heating system here in borough hall.  Ms. Miller replied okay, that is what I was asking.  So far the comp plan and zoning has cost us almost $51,000 and when you look at it, there was not a lot of changes to zoning, someone should have been overlooking it, a lot in comp plan was not applicable, so much in zoning was not changed, some was but it was a shame we couldn’t get more involved in comp plan.  Also, concerned that police car was financed for 20 years in the capital projects loan, maybe interest rate was lower, but 20 years for something not a capital project.  It’s easy to pass a budget with no increase when you are using borrowed money, this is not fiscally responsible and transparent to the people of Coplay.  A fireproof cabinet for the office, we couldn’t afford $3,200 back in 2009.  Mr. Mann questioned if Ms. Miller was a member back in 2009.  Ms. Miller responded yes, but did not vote for cabinet.  Mr. Mann stated that is fine, but all of this information is a matter of public record.  Ms. Miller responded you guys borrowed money with a capital projects plan for 20 years for a filing cabinet and a police car, you passed a budget and made public statements that taxes were not raised which anyone can do when you are using borrowed money to put into your budget because that is what was done.  The year ended with $73,000, paying for that police car and filing cabinet you would have ended with a little less but at least it would have been paid for and you wouldn’t be looking at buying another police car in a year or two, it’s just something to think about.  Final question, did we find out from PPL exactly how much our street lights cost?  Mr. Bodish stated we have not received a response from PPL yet.
EMA Coordinator Keller reported assisted police and public works with special assignment, one call for the month of March, 2012.  
PWD Pavelko reported replaced no parking and one way signs; prepped parkway for pediatric cancer run; cleaned borough hall for protective safety systems; cutting grass and trimming has started; finished grove area cleanup below Saylor field; starting at swimming pool, pumping down water, checking for blowouts to be repaired and prepping for painting; one ton cold patch used; posted no parking for street sweeping and removal of same; six cubic yards of flowable fill used in swale by kilns; replacing swing sets at parkway.    
Chief Genovese was absent, no report.   
Chief Buskaritz read March, 2012 fire report, 16 calls for month.  1986 Chevy van was scrapped, received @ $900 which will be used to purchase equipment.  Purchased 2000 Chevy van to replace, however unable to hold weight of cascade unit, as such system was donated to Whitehall for use at their training facility.
Secretary reported next County meeting date changed to Tuesday, 5/15 from 12-2, inform office if interested in attending.  Received phone call from Morning Call reporter doing story on local governments that have unclaimed property through the stated unclaimed property bureau, was unaware of same, there are two, RCN and Merchants Bank, requesting motion by council at regular meeting to proceed with claim of same.
Discussion of any problems/matters:
Mr. Leiner brought up for discussion request received from Peaceable Kingdom for additional funding in the amount of $260 to pay for cats spayed/neutered in 2010.  Committee is recommending not to pay this additional request as the $10 cost not covered by their grant for the 26 cats from Coplay was paid for by the Feral Cat Committee.  Motion at regular meeting.

Coplay Fireworks Committee requesting council approval to hold annual display on Tuesday, July 3, 2012.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting. 
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Request from Tax Collector Deutsch to turn over outstanding 2011 Per Capita Taxes to collection agency of G.H. Harris in the amount of $1,628.00.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Center for Humanistic Change, Inc. in conjunction with Whitehall-Coplay School District requesting letter of support for “Communities that Care” program, Whitehall Township is supporting.  Meeting attended by Chief Genovese, letter of support needed to submit grant, no cost to Borough at this time.  Discussion by members, secretary unable to answer all questions and Chief Genovese not in attendance, members request copy of information received for review and secretary should include motion on agenda for regular meeting.  

Received request from PSAB to pass resolution supporting additional changes to prevailing wage threshold for projects from $25,000 to $185,000.  Same explained more fully by secretary, $185,000 determined by CPI calculations since $25,000 threshold went into effect in 1963.  Mr. Royer stated you can’t pave even a parking lot for under $25,000 and to have to pay that type of wages for a few days work, we can’t afford it.  Mr. Bodish stated you may even be able to pave a street, depending on the bid without paying for prevailing wage, resolution will be prepared for vote at regular meeting.    
Mayor Bundra reported patrolled with Chief Genovese.  Privileged to be invited to attend programs for Austrian delegation visiting Northampton area and Coplay Saengerbund, quite interesting and really had an enjoyable experience, went to Atlas Museum and Kilns in Coplay, the Saengerbund held a wonderful performance, thanked borough office staff for help with this event.  Joint safety committee reported a near miss with yellow pick up truck, while driving, door opened, luckily seat belt was in place, committee tagged vehicle for no use until it is fixed or replaced.  Attended Coplay Sports board meeting, in 2010 had 201 kids, in 2011 only 160 kids, now in 2012 only 90 kids, there are many reasons for this, Coplay Sports concerned, also looking to work with them and office on fund drive options without newsletter.  IRT report, cancer race drew 1,500 people to our trail for this event, happy for them.  Camelot has used our trail for last four years, but moving to Steel Stacks, may get stronger support and IRT doesn’t make money on races anyway.  Recker questioned Coplay Sports, if you lived in Coplay you had to play for Coplay, however that is not in place anymore.  Mayor Bundra responded that is case, it is an organizational decision of the league that Coplay plays in.  Leiner requests Dean Molitoris of Coplay Sports attend next meeting to discuss options for fundraising, etc.  Mayor Bundra stated Coplay is not only youth organization losing participants but wanted council to be aware of situation.  Recker stated may also be a case of fees involved.  Mayor Bundra stated will contact Mr. Molitoris to attend next meeting and address council.  Mr. Bodish stated may just be a matter of less children in the borough.  Mayor Bundra asked if $500 in budget for Coplay Sports.  Mr. Mann stated yes $500 in budget for them.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported street sweeping completed, went well however more parking tickets were issued this year than last.  Getting estimates to fix doors on yellow pick up, however repairs may be more than what the truck is worth.  CDBG update, bid must be rejected per county and readvertised and rebid to be opened at May 1 workshop meeting.  CWSA report, Coplay Creek Interceptor Project bids opened, engineer estimates were 1.8 million, actual bid was 1.87 million, due to material cost increases.  Route 22 project looking to open bids at May meeting; also looking for summer helper, prefer a college student, used for last few years, if anyone knows anyone interested please send them over.  Community Days is considering donating to upgrade electric and roll up doors at the pavilion.
Recker reported recommends hiring of Jocelyn Wedge for pool manager, for pavilion decision not made as of yet, next week starting interviews for lifeguard and concession, more than 16 for both positions.  Last week took someone through house, did they contact office?  Secretary responded no.  Mr. Recker continued, would like to readvertise for rental of house.  Secretary will take care of same.  Mr. Leiner questioned hiring of pool workers, is that a committee recommendation that council votes on?  Secretary responded that is correct.  Mr. Leiner continued would like to recommend that elected officials should not have family members hired, council or Mayor, feels same is inappropriate, there is no law or regulation, just a personal feeling.
Mazur read March, 2012 police report, 242 total incidents with 3 arrests and 59 parking tickets issued, 40 tickets issued during street sweeping.  Read letter received from Catasauqua Police Chief Kish thanking Coplay Police department for assistance during an incident that occurred in Catasauqua in March.  On another matter, would like to recommend Frank & Anna Dickman for Certificate of Recognition award for their contributions to borough over the years including youth program creations, Centennial participants, prepared history of Coplay CD’s, members of Coplay Recreation & Welfare including running of Food Bank, lunches to borough crew, citation from Rep. Brennan, founded Crime Watch, active members of Senior Citizens and American Legion, could probably go on.  Secretary will add to regular meeting agenda.
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Groller reported normal operations in finance for the month, would like to publicly thank Lions for donation of $300 to Food Bank.  
Leiner saving health report for regular meeting.  Agrees Dickman’s have done a lot for community over long period of time, more than just what was stated by Mr. Mazur, would recommend total list to be included.  For the record, cannot imagine a scenario that a borough council member or township commissioner, etc. that a 40% absentee rate is acceptable, it is astonishing to me that that is accepted in this room and it shouldn’t be, it is improper.  Mr. Bodish stated that this is a committee report and Mr. Leiner is out of order, asked if he has anything else on his committee report.  Mr. Leiner responded no.  
Mann stated will have report ready for regular meeting.

Bodish reported tire drop off is scheduled for Saturday, May 12 from 8 am – 12 noon and will be looking into concern from Ms. Piskula and will get answers.  

Royer added to report, applications have been received for part time summer help, will be reviewed by committee and have recommendation to hire for May meeting.    
Hearing of persons present:  
Beverly Miller, 40 N. 5th St., commends Mr. Recker for good comments on Coplay Sports, agrees there are issues, organization does not seem to follow the rule of if you live in Coplay you must play in Coplay even when children were involved, kids were picked and chosen from different areas and Coplay kids sat on bench, then kids left and heard lots of politics going on, unsure what that means.  It’s a shame that we have all these civic organizations in Coplay and we can’t all get together and work together to figure out these problems.  You have Rec & Welfare, you know recreation, but if kids aren’t there no matter what you do it won’t help, but the problem was they didn’t follow the rules.  Also stated field is sublet, should be getting insurance information, unfortunately council does not have resources to help every organization, because there are issues.  Re: the “communities that care” program, suggests checking internet.  One more thing, I don’t like that you are censoring only one council person, when Mayor was rude to me, no disrespect, last month, you didn’t stop him at all, you are censoring someone I voted for.  You’re supposed to all be peers I have never been more appalled by a council president to stifle, he’s not being disrespectful, he has plenty of time to speak or you can say could you please hold it until after your report under any other business.  But what’s happening is you are stopping an elected official, you are censoring that person and it doesn’t have anything to do with running the meeting.  Thank You.  Mr. Bodish  responded  Mr. Leiner has talked quite a bit, this time is for committee reports.  Ms. Miller questioned if someone gives a committee report, and someone has a question, that Is not allowed.  Mr. Bodish responded that is not what was said.  Ms. Miller stated you are saying because he questioned something, you are stifling him.  At this time, Mr. Bodish requested Ms. Miller return to her seat.  Ms. Miller stated and you are stifling the community.  Mr. Bodish responded that is your opinion and you still will have your opportunity to speak.
Anne Killeen, 32 S. 4th St., regarding the IRT, when the Hokendauqua Bridge is being worked on what will happen.  Mayor Bundra responded a tunnel will be installed in area, the first of the two bridges will not be replaced but will build up the ground level and install tunnel for IRT.  Ms. Killeen questioned if yearly trolley ride will fit in tunnel.  Mayor Bundra responded yes, IRT working with Glenn Solt of Lehigh County to make sure all is covered.  Ms. Killeen continued, in last month’s fire report noticed incidents two times at same address and again this month, other communities charge for false alarms, should be considering.  Chief Buskaritz responded not false alarms, alarms going off from cooking.  Mr. Mann stated these are more nuisance calls than false alarms, but cannot be ignored.  Ms. Killeen stated should still look into this, also Mr. Leiner is not the first to question attendance of Mr. Mazur, she did previously and thought someone went to lawyer.  Mr. Bodish stated this has been discussed off and on for last several years.  Ms. Killeen stated council spending money updating old stuff, if there are enough people questioning council attendance just start a new program, effective immediately Coplay council is going to stand up and say.  Mr. Bodish stated that due to a court case, council member was removed and then sued borough, unfortunately there are only a few ways to remove a council person.  Ms. Killeen questioned voters than cannot say if you don’t show up, we can’t do anything. 
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Charlene Piskula, 109 S. 8th St., regarding nuisance calls to fire department, while on council researched this from local departments which was turned over to Chief Buskaritz, there are things that can be done.  Should have Chief reevalute.  Would like to agree with Mr. Leiner regarding employment with the borough, think strong point to say that appointed or elected officials families should not be eligible for employment.  Mr. Recker questioned if there is a concern with this at this time, prior to beginning interviews.  Mr. Leiner stated no just philosophical issue.  Ms. Piskula continued that listing last year showed some names, could be construed as favoritism.  Mr. Leiner stated he believes only for elected officials, not employees.  Ms. Piskula stated outraged last year after seeing names on list for hiring at pool.  Further discussion by Ms. Killeen and Mr. Recker on topic.  Ms. Miller added if you are sitting on council and your child is hired how can you vote on it, you should recuse yourself and that did not happen.  Mr. Royer stated when my kid was hired, you did the interviews.  Ms. Miller stated you’re right, I did.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on date of annual fireworks display.
Vote to turn over outstanding 2011 Per Capita Taxes to collection agency.
Vote on submission to PA Treasury by Secretary of unclaimed property.  
Vote on letter of support to Center for Humanistic Change, Inc. “Communities that Care” program.
Vote on Resolution #1357 to support push for prevailing wage change.
Motion by Leiner, second by Mann to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 10, 2012 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

