Workshop Meeting                                                                                       April 6, 2010
Municipal Building                                                                          
           93rd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Bundra, Groller, Mazur, Piskula and Royer as well as Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  Mayor Milander, EMA Coordinator Keller and PWD Pavelko were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
At this time, Paul Driscoll of URDC began public hearing on borough draft comprehensive plan by reviewing status of the draft plan.  Four meetings held for public input, including current.  Copies of draft plan sent to neighboring municipalities, school and county.  Received response from Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, comments included consistent with county comprehensive plan, support emphasis on housing rehabilitation/ maintenance and community/economic development and borough zoning and subdivision ordinance should be updated.  Received response from Whitehall Township, comments included concerns with lack of detail re: sewage and stormwater facilities planning.  No response received from Whitehall-Coplay School District at this time.  Response received from Coplay Planning Commission, recommending all options under community facilities and services remain available, including General Supply site and add option d which includes keeping existing borough hall building, demolish residence to North for addition to existing public works garage, along with necessary improvements to existing building.  Additionally, consider construction of recreation facility at Cherry Street property incorporated into existing recreational activities in area.  Email received from resident Frank Dickman was incorporated into planning commission response with suggestions for the plan.  Lastly the planning commission states the plan options may or may not be undertaken and recommends whatever projects are approved be done in an economically feasible manner so as to not unduly burden the taxpayers.  Mr. Driscoll stated next steps include at 4/13/10 regular meeting, council will decide to add, or not, any options and recommendations included in these responses and direct consultant to make changes as decided.  At the May regular meeting, council will vote to adopt the plan.
Hearing of persons present:  
Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., planning commission recommending same ideas presented but previously objected to by attendees.  Why was plan not changed?  Realizes State requirements, however is “will of taxpayers” not included, should be taken into consideration.  Will State provide funding for plan options?  Mr. Driscoll responded State not required to provide funds for anything in comprehensive plan and council not obligated to complete any or all recommendations in the plan, option d as recommended by planning commission will be added if council approves at regular meeting.

Michael Miller, 40 N 5th St., planning commission member, decision to keep option c was due to possible purchase of General Supply site for lower cost, more acceptable to public, however since meeting has  reconsidered position and believes option should be removed to allow property to remain on tax roles.

Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., attended every meeting re: comprehensive plan, this meeting poorly advertised again – legally done properly, but not enough.  By keeping option c in plan, council is ignoring what residents want.  Major decision to approve plan and with nothing in plan to increase tax receipts through business, etc., residents alone will have to foot this bill.  For council workshop meeting, no rain date for street sweeping, same needed in future.
Frank Luizer, 48 S Front St., questioned if Coplay legally needs to have a comprehensive plan.  Mr. Driscoll responded no.  Questioned if the plan and options are not binding.  Mr. Driscoll responded that is correct.  Questioned option c and what was previously paid to General Supply for option to hold property; when is option up; will another option be signed to hold property; decision must be made on this situation.  Mann responded option agreement cost $15,000 and is up as of 5/7/10, council will discuss and decide on same.
Mr. Driscoll of URDC asked for final questions by audience members or borough council, no further questions.  Summarized that once option decisions are made by council to include or not include in plan, URDC will update draft comprehensive plan, forward copies to Library for review by residents and council will vote to adopt the comprehensive plan at the May 11, 2010 regular meeting.

Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., re: next door property, parking area expanding onto same, would like to see flowers on property removed and utilized along IRT or in parkway.

EMA Coordinator Keller was absent, no report.

PWD Pavelko was absent, report read by Royer.  Reported pavilion and grounds cleaned for race on IRT, three tons cold patch used for potholes, IRT call booth foundation completed, handicap space installed, replaced 16 stop signs, curb painting and detectable warning tiles installed along 4th & 5th , transferred CFC storage to tennis court building and same cleaned up along with grounds, @ 48 tons infield mix spread at Saylor Field and new flags were received and assembled in preparation to put up on poles.  
Chief Genovese reported received large volume of calls in March, 2010 with better weather after long winter and police department assisted public works with street sweeping.    
Chief Buskaritz reported new fire truck delivered on 3/31/10 and is in service.  On 4/8/10 manufacturer will be on site to fully explain all aspects of truck to personnel.  Planning open house/dedication for new truck sometime in May, should have finalized by next workshop meeting.  Requesting permission from council to hold coin toss on Saturday, 5/22/10 at North 2nd & Chestnut Streets, contacted EMA Coordinator Keller, they will also participate.  Motion needed at regular meeting.  Further questioned alarm system at building, don’t have codes for same.
Secretary reported financial interest forms due to office by May 1st.  Ordinance No. 1326 reviewed and approved by solicitor for destruction of old records from 1989 through 2003 depending on PA municipal records schedule, ready for passage at regular meeting.  Next police pension meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 5/18/10 at 7 PM in council chambers, need council president, chair of police committee and one officer to attend same.  Annual audit and financial report completed and received from auditors, copies available in office for review and advertisement of same was completed.    
Problems/matters for discussion:  
Received letter from Coplay Fireworks Committee requesting permission to hold annual display on Saturday, July 3, 2010.  No comments by members, motion at regular meeting.

Received letter from Tax Collector Jeffry P. Deutsch requesting exoneration from the collection of 2009 per capita taxes from 28 residents who have moved out of town.  No comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Park rules and regulations as prepared by Chief Genovese and reviewed/recommended by Property and Recreation Committee.  Bundra questioned #7, conflicts with IRT work along trail, would like wording added to specify IRT allowed to have vehicles on trail.  Chief Genovese responded wording of “by proper authority” would cover IRT as council has previously given blanket authority to IRT for their work along trail.  Further discussion by Bundra and Chief Genovese on same
Requests received from IRT on 5/16, St. John’s Church on 7/25, Coplay Community Days on 8/28 & 8/29, and Trinity UCC on 9/19 for use of Coplay Pavilion with no fee unless cleaning is needed, they will than be charged $35 for that service.  No comments by members, motion at regular meeting.  

Mayor Milander was absent, no report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported sidewalk and curb notices sent to necessary properties along 7th Street repaving project.  Streets committee recommending residents obtain permits for same, however fees waived, requests motion at regular meeting on same.  Whitehall Township completing storm water project on Chestnut Street at Ruch Street, Engineer Stewart requested inclusion of additional catch basin and storm water pipe for Coplay with this project, Whitehall responded with approximate cost of $4,000 to include.  Streets committee recommends approval of same.  Need to replace 15 year old mower with new at approximate cost of $10,548, street committee recommending purchase of same.  
Mazur read March, 2010 police report.  Commented, with warmer weather children are out, have already seen roaming very late at night; parents should not take safety for granted, know where your children are.
Piskula congratulated fire department on receipt of new truck.  Christine Buskaritz wrote grant and should be thanked by council and community for her hard work on this project.  Committee met re: old fire truck, grant specifies same cannot be used for fire fighting, recommending salvage of same, requests motion at regular meeting.  Requests updated roster, include current training, from Chief Buskaritz and receive same quarterly.  Re: upgrades at fire building, committee recommending Liberty Engineer complete specifications of necessary improvements, including truck exhaust system, at cost of $16,000, requests motion at regular meeting on same.  On IRT, saw glass on trail, within minutes public works in area asking where glass located and cleaned up same, happy with response and checking of IRT area.  Re: comprehensive plan, option c should be removed from plan based on community comments and also appalled at lack of advertising of this meeting, more communication needed.  Agrees flowers removed from next door residence chould be used along trail.
Bodish reported sanitation committee met, recommending reinstatement of grass collection beginning first Friday in May.  Looking into possibility of changing solid waste dump site, solicitor reviewing at this time.  Requests motion on grass at regular meeting.  Re: metal and electronic recycling, committee suggesting collections on alternating months with pickup by phone call to borough office only and continue to note Best Buy option in newsletter for electronics.
Bundra reported first workplace safety committee held 3/24/10, went well, bylaws reviewed and approved by committee.  However, change needed to name of council committee, suggests using Joint Safety Committee, this will alleviate confusion between committees, requests motion at regular meeting on same.   
Groller thanked Chief Genovese for work preparing park rules and regulations, committee recommending approval of same by ordinance, could by ready for passage at May regular meeting.  Received complaint re: train at tot lot in total disrepair, PWD Pavelko and PW employee Bundra recommend removal of same, unable to repair.  Will meet with committee to discuss.  Library meeting, interim librarian in place at this time, decision on permanent replacement in May.  Re: recreation – applications being accepted for all pool employment at this time.
Mann reported finance committee recommending approval of purchase of new mower and storm water project from capital reserve in general fund and recommending approval of Liberty Engineering specifications with payment from capital projects loan.  Requests motions on same at regular meeting.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., re: $10,000 for new mower, doesn’t same have to go through bid process.  Mann responded purchasing through COSTARS, no bids needed.  Re: train at tot lot, agrees train should be removed and earlier closing time than other parks should be instituted at tot lot, too many older kids in area, not for them.  

Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., questioned how much has been drawndown as of 3/31/2010 on loan.  Mann responded approximately $1.2 million left in loan.  Re: resolution and advertising of same.  Mann responded advertisement not needed for resolutions.  
Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., commends Chief Buskaritz and department for obtaining new truck.  Questioned Chief Buskaritz directly – would grant have been possible if department were still affiliated with social side?  Chief Buskaritz responded can’t definitively answer or say positively that is the case.  Miller continued, attended 3/16/10 planning commission meeting, Dickman email was to be forwarded to borough council.  Re: General Supply option, should not keep in plan even though public does not want.  $15,000 still there and may be planning something in this area, Bodish unable to discuss or vote on this issue as he owns stock in company per solicitor.  Re: tot lot, train should be removed and replaced with something more open, not so enclosed.  Mann requested Bodish respond to comments re: General Supply.  Bodish stated as of 12/31/2009 no longer an employee and no longer have stock in General Supply and is now able to vote and discuss same.
Frank Luizer, 48 S Front St., if continue to have meetings in auditorium, suggests council invest in audio system for better hearing of proceedings.  
At Regular meeting:

Approve date of annual fireworks display.

Approve exoneration of 28 residents from 2009 per capita taxes.
Approve use of pavilion at no fee, unless cleaning service needed, for IRT, St. John’s Church, Community Days and Trinity UCC.
Approve Resolution No. 1326 re: destruction of old files.

Motion by Bundra, second by Bodish to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 13, 2010 at 7 PM.  
Borough Secretary

