Workshop Meeting                                                                April 7, 2015
Municipal Building                                                                 95th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl, as well as Mayor Bundra, Police Chief Genovese, and PWD Boyle.  Fire Chief Buskaritz and EMA Coordinator Buskaritz were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
At this time, bids received for the 1996 Dodge Dump Truck were opened by Secretary Gyecsek.  Four bids were received, however one was after the 3pm deadline and will not be opened per instruction from Solicitor Preston.  Bids were as follows:

Roger Marth

$4,200.00


James Kindred
$5,100.00


Timothy Lansky
$3,556.00

Council discussion on award of bid; Royer pleased with $5,100 bid being over prior minimum.  All members okay with highest bid, motion to award at regular meeting. 

Hearing of persons present: 
Richard Bundra, 142 N. 8th St., now President of Coplay Athletic Club, club willing to work with council or a committee of council to resolve rent situation.  On another note, tree branches are hanging at 9th & Rose Alley; should be trimmed or removed.

Anne Killeen, 32 S. 4th St., passed out “unique,” like Coplay, template for town clock to members of council.  
PWD Boyle read March completed and projected reports.  Completed moving office/desk into new lunchroom; safety wall installed in borough office, pavilion cleaned and soffit repaired; removed dead trees along IRT and filled in holes/ruts on unpaved portion; began winter clean up of stones, etc. from all borough properties; built sign display for banner at civic plaza; routine building maintenance; routine boiler maintenance and daily ash removal; routine sanitation collections; pot hole repair work ongoing; and repairs to street signs.  Projected work for April includes completion of winter clean up; pool clean up and set up; inventory all borough equipment; repair windows in police station; open parkway bathrooms; clean and organize tennis court building; repair sidewalks of winter damage.  May work includes getting pool up and running; begin storm drain repairs and mapping; prepare no parking signs and street sweeping; building shelves to organize Community Days storage room; repair fence at ball field.  For June looking to clean up dump site; start Community Days prep work; paint and repair rental house garage; and paint tennis court building.  Also, spoke with North Catasauqua regarding street sweeping, tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, May 13 and Thursday, May 14.  
EMA Coordinator Buskaritz was absent.  
Chief Genovese reported in March, 2015 received 153 total incidents with 2 arrests, 17 traffic arrests, 4 written warnings and 22 parking tickets issued.  Introduced Christopher Wolfer, requesting approval from council to hire as new part time officer in the Borough; council welcomed Officer Wolfer and had no further questions or comments, motion to hire at regular meeting.  Chief Genovese continued, attended Civil Service seminar, ordinance must be changed to add two alternates to Commission, currently only a three member commission and new guidelines require three members for a quorum, alternates would alleviate not having enough for a quorum, especially with need to test this year.  No questions or comments by members, Secretary will prepare Ordinance update and forward to Solicitor for review, will advertise and be ready for passage at May meeting.  Chief Genovese stated requesting change to limited parking area at new restaurant the Bacon Strip on North 2nd Street; currently 30 minute parking limit 24 hours per day, every day.  Would like same changed to restaurants hours, every day from 6am to 4pm, public works will purchase small signs with times to mount under 30 minute signs, makes it easier to change in future.  Also, handicap space at Lehigh and South 2nd Street can be removed, tenant has moved.  No questions by members, motions at regular meeting.
Fire Chief Buskaritz was absent, working per Sodl.  Sodl read March, 2015 fire report, 5 calls for month.  New firefighter trainee volunteer signup; attack and backup line training completed by all members of department.
Secretary read letter from CWSA extending invitation to council and Mayor to attend annual review meeting at Sewer Authority building on Thursday, April 16 at 7:30 pm.  Mayor Bundra stated will be unable to attend.  Park & Recreation Board is applying for two DCNR grants, both require Resolution and completed signature page, Resolutions will be prepared for passage at regular meeting.  
Discussion of any problems/matters:

From Coplay Planning Commission and Engineer Stewart re: Ehritz Subdivision at 16 North 6th Street.  Secretary read letter from Planning Commission regarding approval of same and stated copies of Engineer approval to all members.  Sodl and Burker commented same should be approved by council with conditions as determined by Engineer Stewart.  No further comments or questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
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Memo to council from Solicitor Preston re: proposed amendments to Zoning and other borough codes.  

     Zoning Ordinance: Off-Street Parking:  Sodl questioned same, after discussion, stated needs to be clarified, more specific.  Change would prohibit any parking of any vehicle, including RV’s or campers in all yards except on approved parking areas, too restrictive.  Leiner added it is owner’s property to do with what they want.  Code Enforcement Officer Helman stated included to have better enforcement of abandoned vehicles on properties.  Sodl commented agrees with more stringent guidelines for abandoned vehicles, but wording here includes residents that are not an issue, does not specifically target abandoned vehicles.  Police Chief Genovese stated understands what Helman is trying to establish and unfortunately police are not able to tow from private property, so cannot help code enforcement.  Suggested to obtain information from surrounding municipalities, further review and discussion at May workshop meeting.

     Grass and Weeds: bamboo added, prohibiting the planting, growing and/or spreading of bamboo within the Borough.  Luckenbach questioned need for same.  Sodl discussed specific situation at specific residence with overgrown and out of control bamboo in past, many complaints from neighbors.  Discussion by Leiner and Helman on enforcement of bamboo situation at specific residence.  Table for discussion at May workshop.  

     Garbage Regulations: no discussion on this information, table until May workshop.
     Residential Rental Permitting and Inspection: some discussion and questions to Helman who explained CO will be valid for three years which corresponds to Zone rotation schedule, council will discuss at May workshop.
     Sidewalk Construction, Repair and Maintenance: no discussion on this information, table until May workshop.

Coplay Public Library – received letter of resignation from current board member Karen Kratzer-Shields with term expiring 12/31/2015 and addition to current by-laws regarding attendance at board meetings, same read in its entirety by Secretary.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Discuss any changes to fee schedule, including waiving Pavilion rental fees for the following annual rentals: St. John’s Lutheran Church on Sunday, July 26; Coplay Community Days from Friday, August 28 thru Sunday, August 30; and Trinity UCC on Sunday, September 13.  Groller reviewed areas of suggested increases – gym rental increase from $25 to $30 per hour; new business applications from $100 to $120, we are charged $75 by inspection service for same results in only $25 to borough, increase would bring in $45; dumpster permit at $10, raise to $20, surrounding communities charge $50 for this permit; surface restoration fees although recently raised in 2012 are still below other communities, did request review by Engineer Stewart of same who did not see need for increase.  Sodl commented to increase dumpster permit to $40 and sees no reason not to increase surface restoration fees as noted of $150, $130 and $100 if that is what surrounding municipalities are doing.  All members agreed with increases as determined by Groller, towing reviewed and recommended by Chief Genovese and recommendations to building permits by BCO Helman.  Secretary will prepare resolution with changes for passage at regular meeting.  At this time, Pres. Bodish questioned members on waiving pavilion rental fees for the three borough organizations.  Members had no questions or concerns with same, no further discussion, motion at regular meeting.
Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion, there were none.
Mayor Bundra reported attended CTC meeting which discussed heroin and prescription drug abuse among teenagers.  Safety meeting held on March 18, pleased to report security entrance in borough office complete after two years of work, very nice job done by public works.  Attended MECAB meeting.  Two new businesses opened up in the borough: Gigi’s Pizza which will hold grand opening and ribbon cutting on April 30 and Bacon Strip will hold grand opening on May 9; encourages council members to attend.  Attended Coplay Recreation & Welfare sponsored annual community egg hunt, approximately 250 children, thanked organization for sponsoring this annual event.

Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl thanked Chief Genovese and thanked Rick Bundra for attending this meeting on behalf of Coplay Athletic Club.  Council committee hopes to meet with AC to try and finalize rental fee by regular meeting.  Glad to see fire department is continuing to train all volunteers.  
Royer reported public works lunchroom and office nicely done by employees; also garage clean up and organization is progressing.  CWSA reminder that clear water inspections are approximately 80% complete and annual meeting is on April 16.  Secretary stated CWSA contacted borough office to include inspection article in April and May newsletters as well.  At this time, Sodl questioned if locker room for police officers could be completed in one of the old bathrooms in the municipal building, currently officers have nowhere to change shoes, let alone take shower if necessary.  Will work with Police Chief Genovese and PWD Boyle to come up with plan and approximate cost/time for project.
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Burker reported recreation committee is recommending no changes to daily or season pass rates for 2015.  Library is requesting 10 daily passes as awards for their Summer Reading Program.  No questions or comments by other members, motion at regular meeting.  Committee interviewed lifeguards, recommending hiring Jenna Eberhardt, Rebecca Kosar, Melody Munn and Hanna Hartman along with Ronald Jany as pavilion cleaner and William Decker as custodial at pool.  Would like an additional 2-3 guards, Secretary contacted Whitehall, Northampton and Catasauqua to forward extra names if available.  Explanation of DCNR grants being prepared for submission for Saylor Park and Civic Plaza, an additional grant submission for Balliet Stadium under another grant program will be submitted in October.  Also, Civic Plaza being considered for donation of $2,400 in landscaping material by Lowe’s, includes design, products and installation; including Coplay Garden Club with this project.  Expecting to begin 150th anniversary event meetings in September or October after Community Days event.  Rep. Dan McNeill is scheduled speaker at Coplay Senior Citizens next meeting, Dan invites any available members of council to attend as well.  Leiner questioned which grant has best chance of being funded.  Burker stated grant writer Scott Cope believes Saylor Park has best chance, however Civic Plaza is under another area in grant, so may be funded as well.  Further discussion by Leiner and Burker on Balliet Stadium necessary upgrades and how to fund same, lifeguard hiring and status of concession stand.  Burker stated Milander’s will not run concession for 2015, have two others looking at taking over same, will continue to review options and bring to May workshop.
Groller reported normal operations in finance.  Service Electric franchise fee for 2015 increased from $6183 in 2014 to $6,900.
Bodish reported yard waste collections begin this Friday and still include grass.  Tire Drop Off scheduled for Saturday, May 9 from 10am – 2pm.  Received notification that dumping fee for solid waste will be increasing by $2 per ton which results in @$2,000 increase for 2015, would be @$2,500 if for full year.  Sodl questioned where and what charged to dispose of yard waste.  Bodish responded using FRCA on Weaversville Road, charge is not as low as prior vendor, however much less than facility used at end of last year.
Leiner reported received email from Rick Molchany regarding kilns report.  Final report has been received, same will be reviewed with County Executive and Lehigh County Commissioners prior to being released to council.  Suggests either a special meeting or wait until May workshop.  Members agreed May workshop for same.  Mayor Bundra questioned how many historical sites are in Lehigh County and to what amount are they supported by the County, especially in Allentown, this information could be important.  Sodl commented council agrees important historical site in borough, but Coplay residents cannot realistically afford to repair this site without County funding.
Hearing of persons present:
Josh Witmer, 715 White Cir., Northampton, paying $7/month as new member of AC, however could go to Planet Fitness for $10/month.  Should not look to increase fees, but increase number of members.
Mel Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., can HUD housing be discussed to generate income, they should be required to pay some fees since County wants us to pay for part of Kilns.  Pres. Bodish responded housing pays minimal real estate taxes, 3 year CO inspections are done and paid for and garbage fees are charged in full.  Mr. Procanyn questioned what amount of increase was per ton for solid waste.  Pres. Bodish responded $2/ton.  

Bev Miller, 40 N 5th St., fees are meant to cover expenses, if they are too high no one will get a permit.  Re: yard parking, some type of case law where a township was unable to uphold this enforcement.  Re: bamboo, should be educating residents, not totally disallowing planting of same.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on award of bid for sale of 1996 Dodge Dump Truck.
Vote on approval of parking time limits on certain days on North 2nd Street.

Vote on removal of handicap parking space at Lehigh & South 2nd Street.  

Vote on Ehritz Minor Subdivision Plan – 16 North 6th Street.  

Vote on pool/pavilion employees for 2015 summer season.

Vote on Resolution No. 1402 DCNR grant application for Saylor Park Rehabilitation.

Vote on Resolution No. 1403 DCNR grant application for Coplay Plaza Mini-Park.
Vote on additional motions and Resolutions as discussed during meeting.
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Sodl, second by Leiner.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 14, 2015 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

