Workshop Meeting                                                                                       May 5, 2009
Municipal Building                                                                          
           92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Mazur, Miller, Piskula and Royer as well as Mayor Milander, Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  Luckenbill and Schin were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.    
Hearing of persons present:  
Ronald Hacker, 50 South 3rd St., on 5/4 Coplay Fire Co. #1 met to discuss lease, acceptable with exception of term extension from 5 to 10 years.  Suggests meeting between small committees to ironout same.
Charles Sodl, 2 Magna Dr., followup to Hacker statements.  Lease terms of $300 per month rent and name change from Coplay Fire Co. #1 were passed with discussion from members, but passed.  Requesting 10 year term to add longevity so no hassle every 5 years.  As council considers this request, remember prior benefits over past 50 years and benefits for future.  

Anne Killeen, 32 South 4th St., questioned status of fire company building.  Mann responded still negotiating.  Questioned if engineer report received?  Mann responded yes.  Questioned if report available?  Mann with Secretary responded no as document is considered pre-decisional.  Questioned why, unfair that residents do not know numbers?  How much to bring to code?  For each side, social vs. firefighters, how much?  Public should be made aware of same.  Re: lease, what rent will they pay?  Are we responsible to renovate building just for fire company, but should be updated for borough residents use as well.  In this months newsletter, received Coplay Sports information, funds are spent on kids and kids program and renovating/upgrading property which the borough owns and leases to them for use, all without asking for funding from borough.
EMA Coordinator Keller was absent, no report.

Chief Genovese reported annual bike derby scheduled for Saturday, May 23 at parkway.  Two video cameras installed in vehicles yesterday, third will be installed in new vehicle once received.  Video cameras activate either manually or auto when red lights activated.  Also, officers audio taping at scene, will notify complainant/ victim, etc. when taping.  $18,000 in installation and equipment costs paid through Senator Dent’s office for this program.  Civil Service Commission met, requesting amendment to add Act 120 certification needed at time of application and through hiring process.  Secretary stated Ordinance forwarded to solicitor, approval not received in time to advertise for May meeting, will be advertised and ready for vote at June meeting.
Chief Buskaritz reported eight SCBA cylinders purchased utilizing grant funds.  Attending 5/15 fire expo in Harrisburg.  Will be participating with EMA in joint effort at 5/23 coin toss.  Mazur questioned borough liability if collecting in street.  Chief Buskaritz stated using signage for notification before intersection, reflective gear and moving from sidewalk to street to collect to be safe.  Mayor Milander stated all aware of his position on same.
Secretary reported next Lehigh County COG meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 7/14 from 12 -2 contact office if interested in attending.  Received copy of Coplay Public Library by-laws as approved by board at 4/9/09 meeting, copy of same to members.  Received dividend checks from MRM for Workers Comp and Property & Liability for total of $22,701.76, up approximately $900 from last year.  Next police pension meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 5/19 at 7 PM in council chambers, need police officer, chair of police committee and council president in attendance.  Also wanted to make sure okay as this is date of primary election, any conflict, can be rescheduled.  Okay with police and Pres. Mann, no need to reschedule.  Curb cut bid package advertised, will open bids at 5/12 regular meeting and award at June regular meeting as it must be reviewed and approved by County prior to council approval.  Updates reviewed by Royer at April meeting, working on Ordinances for same, will be forwarded to Solicitor for review and advertised for passage at June meeting.  Ordinances for CO inspection changes, zoning changes and solid waste/garbage including mandatory recycling.  New website, hosted by John’s Computers, our IT person who helped with setup of server, etc. for police system, completed, easier to add pages, make changes.  If anyone has any ideas, let us know.  Email addresses have changed to first name last initial @boroughofcoplay.org and main email is info@boroughofcoplay.org.  Check out same, tell us what you think.  We can add emails for all council members if wanted.  Also, request Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz bring ideas to office if separate pages for police and fire departments are wanted.
Problems/matters for discussion:  
Fire department/EMA coin toss on Saturday, 5/23/09.  No comments by members.

Appoint Earned Income Tax delegate to Tax Collection Committee – must be in place by 9/15/09.  Mann stated finance committee is recommending Jeffry P. Deutsch, Tax Collector to this position.  No further comments by other members. 

Letter of interest received from Dale Donovan, 218 Coplay Street, in representing Coplay on IRT Commission.  Mann commented that Mr. Donovan is current chair of Board of Appeals.  No further comments by members.

Lot line adjust plan – Richard T. White, 18 Tapler Drive, recommendation received from Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and Coplay Planning Commission to approve same.  Piskula and Miller requested to review map of same, done.  No further comments by members.
Request from Anne L. Morris, Library Director, for use of municipal building auditorium for family-friendly band act.  Members questioned date and time of same, Secretary apologized should have been included, Wed., 7/15 from 6 – 9 PM.  Mann and Miller asked additional questions to Library Director Morris as to name of band, type of music, reasoning?  Responded band Ozmium*76 plays children’s music with a rock twist to keep with summer reading program theme of be creative and express yourself.  No further comments by members.  Motion at regular meeting.
Mayor Milander saving report for regular meeting.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported ongoing sinkhole problem on Schreiber Avenue, PWD Pavelko contacted Engineer Stewart for estimate on same.  May utilize remaining $17,000 in funds set aside for alley work that came in under budget.  Also, will ask Engineer Stewart to prepare specifications for this and Front/Hokey storm sewer project to keep costs down by bidding together.  Committee is recommending rehiring of Terrence Kuchera as Part-Time Summer Helper again for 2009.  Housing committee received question re: necessary permits for swimming pools, committee recommending follow Whitehall guidelines of building and electrical permits should be issued for any above ground or on ground pool with 24” or more of water, and must follow fencing requirements.  Suggests utilizing “hot sheets” stating all necessary information.  Miller questioned setbacks for pools.  Further discussion by members on same questioning 5’ or 3’ setbacks for properties.  Mann questioned each member on same.  Royer 5’, Miller 3’, Mazur 3’, Piskula no response, Mann 5’, Milander tiebreak with 3’.  Secretary questioned for purpose of upcoming zoning ordinance amendment that 3’ setback is for properties with a width of 45’ or less.  Members responded affirmative to same.  IRT report, received Dale Donovan’s letter of interest, spoke with him re: same.  Recommending appointment.  5/17 is annual 10K walk/run at 7 AM and 5/19 next meeting at 7 PM at Whitehall.
Schin was absent, no report.

Miller reported bike derby scheduled for Saturday, 5/23 for resident children up to age 15.  Re: pool will be meeting, began calling guards, more than enough applications received for concession stand.  Re: fire company meeting, has something changed with committee as all were not invited to attend?  Mann responded committee has not changed.  Miller questioned what happened, Piskula will have more questions on same.
Luckenbill was absent, no report.  

Mazur reported tire drop off Saturday, 5/16 from 8-12 at parkway.  Sneaker recycling program will begin in June with announcement in newsletter.  Goal is to recycle 200 pairs of sneakers, drop off site at municipal building.  Miller questioned agreement signed?  Mazur stated yes.  Miller responded should not have been signed without council approval of same.  Secretary stated her responsibility.  Mann stated motion on same at regular meeting.  Update on comprehensive plan, received conditional approval of grant through DCED and Lehigh County, upon final approval meetings will be set up with URDC and comprehensive plan process will begin.  Mandatory recycling ordinance will be updated as stated previously by Secretary.
Piskula stated letter from Hacker just forwarded to her.  Question/concern, thought committee was working on this, why wasn’t Piskula as chair of committee told about meeting.  Mann requested executive session to discuss same.  Additional discussion by Miller, Mann and Piskula on same with comment by Mayor Milander.   

Mann had no report.  

Hearing of persons present:

Charles Sodl, 2 Magna Dr., for record approximately 6 months prior to November, 2007 asked Miller to allow him to be intermediary between council and fire company to negotiate, told no as in litigation, fine with same.  This past November, asked for 3 on 3 committee from Fire Company and council to negotiate lease and up until January of this year same has been stonewalled by Miller and Piskula.  Since January we have moved forward and worked toward ending this ongoing situation and are this close to making a deal with Mann as President.

Joseph Bundra, 14 South 9th St., questioning if coin toss will be split 50/50 between fire department and EMA.  Mann responded yes.  Bundra questioned in past letter of interest has been read.  Secretary stated letters not usually read at workshop meeting, will be read at regular meeting.  Chief Genovese reported bike derby on 5/23; also would request police presence at IRT 10K walk/run.  Royer stated will contact Ray Bieak if help needed and forward necessary requests to Chief Genovese.
Mel Procanyn, agent for Ann Procanyn, 7 South 8th St., rebuttal to Miller statement of “who receives $300 per month for rent?”  Up until 2008, only $250 per month paid by Borough of Coplay to Coplay Fire Company for rent of bays and fire company paid all utilities; feels this is a good trade.  Decision was made by fire company members who invited two people from council and they did not have to invite any members of council, it was an informational meeting.  Also stated members were previously asked to attend meetings.  Miller denied same.  Procanyn stated could attend meetings, but were not asked or approved as members of fire company.

Anne Killeen,32 South 4th St., re: lease, wants council members to remember judge at judgment stated should be run as business, this should be considered by members.  Building should be made available for Coplay residents, not just fire company.  At this “secret meeting”, did you state committee must approve any decisions made?  Did you act as fire committee?  Mann replied meeting was for clarification to fire company members of council decision and lease parameters.  All members of council were contacted re: attendance at meeting, also contacted solicitor for recommendation and requested Mayor Milander attend as well, which he did.  Mann stated to fire company members he was only one of seven, all members of council must approve any change to lease terms.  Killeen questioned if Mayor Milander attended executive session to discuss lease?  Milander responded yes.  At this time, Sodl stated Mann did state same regarding all members must approve and he could not make any decision or agreement on his own.
At Regular meeting:

Approve fire department/EMA coin toss on 5/23/09.
Appoint Jeffry P. Deutsch as EIT delegate to Tax Collection Committee.
Appoint Dale Donovan as Coplay representative on IRT Commission.
Approve minor subdivision of 18 Tapler Drive.

Approve use of auditorium for Library program on 7/15/09.
Approve hiring of Terrance Kuchera as Part-Time Summer Helper.

Approve Nike sneaker recycling program.

Motion by Piskula, second by Mazur to adjourn meeting to executive session to discuss real estate and personnel.  
Borough Secretary

