Workshop Meeting                                                                May 7, 2013
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Royer and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Recker and EMA Coordinator Keller were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Dick Lobach, Explorer Post 101 train club advisor, currently sponsored by church in Allentown however sponsor is required by charter to have place for Post to hold meetings and church no longer has rooms  available, since Post already utilizes upstairs room for display, this would satisfy charter requirement, otherwise there is no cost to borough.  Sodl questioned if insurance information is on file.  Secretary responded may be on file with building agreement, will review and obtain if necessary.  Leiner questioned if listing of all participants available.  Secretary will also check on this and obtain from Mr. Lobach.  No further comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Jeanne Fignar, Tobacco Free Northeast PA, third appearance before council asking for no smoking policy in all recreation areas in borough, allowing smoking to pavilion renters as previously discussed would not be against policy.  Pres. Bodish questioned how many municipalities in area have approved policy.  Ms. Fignar responded Allentown and Bethlehem, Northampton denied, calls are in to Whitehall, Allen and East Allen Townships as well, if enforcement issue concern, most time signs are enough of deterrent.  Mayor Bundra questioned adult softball on some fields.  Ms. Fignar responded policy would have to apply to all, again depends on enforcement.  Leiner stated supports nonsmoking policy, however does not want police to spend time enforcing, suggests passing policy to post signs as symbolic gesture without specific enforcement.  Ms. Fignar stated policy could state same, post signs and designate specific out of way areas for smoking.  Sodl agreed with symbolic approval for posting of signs.  Motion at regular meeting to approve installation of signs at parkway playground and tot lot.
Teri Holderman, 154 Cherry St., regarding kids playing basketball in alley, coming into yards to retrieve ball and most residents in area have dogs, could pose risk, questioned kids why they weren’t playing at outdoor court just down street, responded no nets.  Chief Genovese stated should call police, they will respond and talk to children, will work to get new nets installed and try to get them to utilize the outdoor court.

Deb Frankenfield, 306 Margaret Dr., regarding parking issue at residence, letter sent with pictures and diagram.  Secretary passed same to council members for review at this time.  Ms. Frankenfield continued asking for 4’6” yellow paint on curb at bottom of driveway as parked cars increase safety concerns when entering/exiting driveway.  Chief Genovese stated same issue in past in this area and others, in fact had one resident paint curbing himself which had to be removed, unfortunately if allowed would receive requests from other residents and set precedence that will remove on street parking.  Ms. Frankenfield questioned if crossover could be expanded to entire length of driveway, currently two car parking area but crossover does not cover entire length.  Secretary stated not open full width throughout town so as not to remove on street parking.  Zoning Officer Helman added could go before zoning hearing board to request variance review to extend crossover cut.  
Holly Edinger, Lehigh Valley Economic Development, coming before municipalities in Lehigh Valley to discuss new initiative “Envision Lehigh Valley” developing a sustainable community plan with long term goals for economic, social and environmental considerations due to projected growth of 145,000 people by 2030.  Goal is to gather input from residents on their values, goals and regional identity, previously held public meetings and online survey.  Five key plans as listed on paperwork are housing, sustainable economic development, jobs/housing balance, climate and energy, and fresh food.  A virtual town meeting will be held on Monday, 5/13 at 8 pm on www.envisionlehighvalley.org all residents are invited to participate.
EMA Coordinator Keller was absent, no report.  
PWD Pavelko reported pool pumped out old water and cleaned, deck and wall patch repairs started and will probably paint this year, concession stand overhead door replaced and stand cleaned out, replacing wood on benches and tables, continued grass cutting and trimming @24 man hours per week, repaired doors at CFC, truck weight limit and IRT signs installed, IRT cleanup of swale and downed branches, pavilion inside roof painting started, 1 ton cold patch used, water turned on at parkway and freeze damage repaired, sewer exhaust vent outside borough office window extended.  
Chief Genovese reported 20 traffic incidents with 2 written warnings for traffic violations and 2 written warnings for equipment violations and 16 borough parking tickets, 167 total incidents with 1 arrest for DUI and 1 exceptional clearance for April, 2013.  Read letter of commendation for DA James Martin for efforts submitting  reports to state in timely manner.  Received preliminary traffic pattern information for Coplay/Northampton 
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Bridge project, estimates bridge will be closed from October, 2014 through March, 2017.  Also, Route 329 bridge weight limits have been lowered to 31 ton.  Bicycle Derby scheduled for Saturday, 5/25 with rain date of Saturday, 6/1.  Speed monitoring machine will be installed in different areas of borough over next few weeks.  Request handicap parking space at 257 South 2nd Street be removed as resident who requested space no longer lives there.
Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz reported 7 calls for April, 2013, all vehicles in good working order, ongoing training classes, requests coin toss scheduled for Saturday, 5/18 be included in newsletter.  Secretary stated May newsletter out since 5/1, however could put on borough website.  Chief Buskaritz stated participating in water training classes, questioned if municipal pool will be filled prior to class on June 2nd.  PWD Pavelko will work to complete repairs and fill by that date with Sodl monitoring situation.
Secretary reported received reimbursement from insurance company less $1,000 deductible for traffic light pole replacement in amount of $15,977.31, insurance company will attempt to obtain deductible reimbursement from trucker’s insurance company.  Prepared resolution #1371 to destroy certain police records in accordance with PA municipal records act guidelines, records include daily blotters, chief daily records, incident/offense reports and parking traffic violations from 1997 through 2006, does not include any criminal incidents.  Attended MECAB meeting with speaker from Hess Energy who bids electricity rates for street lights, they provide electricity only, just like borough did with rest of buildings through COSTARS, PP&L continues to send billing with new electric provider information and charges.  Savings in a one year contract would be $4,882, 2 year contract $4,942 per year or $9,883 total, or 3 year contract $5,068 per year or $15,204 total.  Coopersburg and Whitehall have already signed on for significant savings.  Per discussion, members would like representatives from Hess to attend regular meeting to answer questions prior to vote.  
Discussion of any problems/matters:
Request received from Todd of LTNT Pyrotechs to allow annual fireworks display on Wednesday, July 3rd.  Pres. Bodish questioned if same company as in prior years.  Secretary stated yes, Gyecsek’s no longer fundraising, however LTNT would still like to put on display and will do fundraising as well.  Leiner asked if insurance on file.  Secretary responded has been for all prior years, will request for 2013.  No further questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Request received from Tax Collector Jeffry Deutsch to turn over outstanding 2012 Borough Per Capita taxes of $2,046 to collection agency of G.H. Harris Associates.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Mayor Bundra reported next MECAB meeting to be held in Catasauqua on last Wednesday of month at 7 PM, any member available should attend.  Safety committee report, all members have been recertified in annual training.  Attended American Legion meeting where Bill Polaha was recognized for his contributions to community, requests council approve a Certificate of Recognition as well.  All members agreed, motion at regular meeting.  IRT report, 10 K Run/Walk on Saturday, 5/19 this is largest fundraiser of year for IRT, also Caboose dedication is scheduled for Saturday, 6/1 at 9 AM.  At this time, Leiner questioned if council could do more than just paper Certificate of Appreciation, maybe some type of plaque or other wall mounted announcement.  Mayor Bundra stated trying to be conscientious of costs and also likes that certificate is personally signed by every member of council and mayor.  Leiner agreed however not giving award out more than once or twice per year, cost is negligible.  Sodl added could give both, a personally signed document and something to mount on wall.  Secretary will obtain pricing and report back to council on same.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl reviewed correspondence from Planning Commission regarding Lehigh County Community Revitalization Grant program submission, commission is requesting approval from council to submit $4,000 grant request, realizes Borough must approve as $2,000 matching funds required however plans to recoup entire amount through sponsorships of banners and welcome sign from local businesses and organizations, only funding from borough would be inkind services of borough employees for installation.  No further questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  Sodl continued 2006 Ford Crown Victoria, unmarked police vehicle, is costing more to repair, in 2012 spent $6,228 with only $3,259 spent on two other vehicles and estimating $2,900 in repairs needed on vehicle to pass 2013 inspection, requesting motion to purchase another Expedition to replace this car, funds are available in budget per review by Groller of finance committee.  Sodl stated if questioning why have 3 vehicles, Northampton has 6, North Catty 5, Catty 4, Alburtis 3, Macungie 4 and Coopersburg 4, substantiating need for at least 3.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  Reviewed interviews conducted by Fire Chief Benner and Fire Chief Reiss of Coplay Fire Department personnel and their suggestions.  Leiner suggests since information is new and extensive, members should review for additional discussion.  Sodl continued, reviewing loss of revenue at pool, copies of information to all 
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members regarding total loss, loss of just concession area and loss between purchased quantities and sold quantities and duties and responsibilities of the pool manager.  Sodl suggests due to $3,400 lost which is lowest in 5 years, options are to close stand or outsource, this is a control problem.  Secretary stated attempting to obtain information from Northampton and Catasauqua on their outsourcing of concession.  Leiner stated need to have something there.  Pres. Bodish asked what would you put in place of stand.  Sodl responded vending machines or outsource.  Sodl stated pool is supported by passes, concession and taxpayers, cannot accept deficits of this amount.  Leiner stated outsourcing could be option but may be too late for this season.  Sodl continued what we purchased and what we sold are completely different, control is not there.  Leiner stated pool manager does not do ordering, office does.  Secretary responded office does ordering, however manager is to fill out weekly count totals of remaining product for order.  Secretary stated based on these numbers office will be checking purchased versus sold on weekly basis this season.  Sodl stated #5 on pool manager responsibilities clearly states track supplies and keep weekly count totals.  Pres. Bodish stated can’t continue to run this without thinking of it as a business.  Sodl contends will continue to obtain additional information and look for ways to decrease deficit.  Sodl stated video cameras installed in pool and concession area in 2012 did help to reduce losses.  Also, have two extra cameras Chief Genovese would like installed in pavilion and to rear area of pavilion, which has had some issues, to help monitor.  Pres. Bodish questioned cost to install.  Chief Genovese responded $285 to install along with purchase of wire which will be installed by public works.  No further comments by members, motion at regular meeting. 
Royer reported normal operations in property.  CWSA annual report meeting will be held Thursday, 5/16 at 7:30 pm at Authority building, all council members invited to attend this meeting, also authority is keeping up to date with leasing of Allentown water and sewer system as it may affect rate payers.  

Recker was absent, no report.
Groller reported finance asking for approval to renew auditor of Kirk, Summa & Co for 2013, 2014 and 2015 at cost $1,100 less than prior three year agreement due to no longer needing to audit earned income tax.  No comments or questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  Received dividend checks from workers’ compensation and liability insurer MRM, for liability insurance after 10 years dividend could be up to 80% refund of premium, checks are based on last 5 years of claims.
Bodish reported tire drop off on 5/11 from 8 am – 12pm at parkway lower lot, still discussing storm sewer situation at Ruch Street with engineer who will be here next week to review, Ruch Street will be paved with Whitehall in 2014 after storm sewer improvements completed, requesting BCO Helman inspect curb and sidewalk on Ruch and Cherry Streets for repair notices so as to give residents full year to comply.  Executive session this evening to review sanitation picker applicants who were interviewed last week by myself, Royer and PWD Pavelko, Leiner declined to attend interviews.  
Hearing of persons present:  None.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on date of fireworks display.
Vote on turning over outstanding 2012 per capita taxes.
Vote on Resolution #1371 re: destruction of police records.
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Sodl, second by Royer into executive session for discussion of personnel and litigation.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

