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May 14, 2013
Municipal Building                                         

94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Recker, Royer and Sodl.  Solicitor Preston was also present.  Mayor Bundra was absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of April 9, 2013 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried. 
Presentation by Mark Tavares and Jarod Testa of Hess Energy, Mr. Tavares stated reviewed electricity in Coopersburg for street lighting and properties finding a savings of 20% around $10,000.00, depends on usage, etc. for savings.  Sodl questioned just talking electricity, not the lamps or poles.  Mr. Tavares responded correct, PP&L still maintains the poles all we are talking about is supply.  Leiner questioned review of Coplay and could they provide accurate savings.  Mr. Tavares stated same was provided to Secretary.  Secretary stated copies to members at workshop, 1 year contract saves $4,881, 2 year saves $9,883 and 3 year saves $15,203.  Leiner questioned length of Coopersburg contract.  Mr. Tavares stated 3 year term.  Groller questioned if 2 year contract would be locked in for those 2 years.  Mr. Tavares stated yes, locked in at that rate even if rate would drop.  Mr. Testa stated if rate would drop a blended extension could be worked into contract, for example current rate at 6 cents, rates drop to 4 cents after first year, second year could be blended with another extension of 2 years and rate would be 5 cents for last year of current contract and next two years of new contract.  Sodl questioned what determines rates.  Mr. Testa responded market conditions.  Sodl questioned what decrease in rate would trigger review for blended contract.  Mr. Testa stated whatever you determine, there is no limitation to when you can blend during current contract.  Leiner questioned what has been fluctuation in recent past.  Mr. Testa stated normally see rate changes in April/May and again in September/October with peak rates in summer and winter.  Recker questioned if blending why couldn’t we get lowest rate of 4 cents.  Mr. Testa stated because Hess purchased electricity for term of contract on front end at 6 cent rate, to blend would purchase ahead at 4 cent rate, would only get 4 cent rate if contract ended and would be renewed at 4 cent.  Bodish questioned if borough would have to watch market for decrease.  Mr. Testa stated would review market and inform council whenever would want, weekly, monthly or quarterly, also Hess website includes the market information and allows alert to be set.  Bodish stated for understanding, no funds are paid out of pocket.  Sodl questioned current rate.  Secretary responded almost 10.8 cents through PP&L, Hess is proposing 6.75 for 1 year, 6.7 for 2 year and 6.6 for three year.  No further questions by members.
Hearing of persons present: 
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., believes brochure prepared regarding library referendum question is inaccurate, stating $100,000 in assessment equals $38 per year tax increase for library, alludes that you will only pay $38 per year for library.  Know that library costs $100,000 for year to operate, currently borough gives $30,000 in budget meaning $70,000 deficit.  Bodish and Groller stated normally $16,500 in budget increased in 2012 to make up reduction in school district funding through end of 2013.  Ms. Killeen stated if only 1,000 houses in Coplay every house would have to be worth 200,000 which is not correct, formula is not correct as more funding is needed, should just budget full $100,000, do businesses have to pay, referendum should be removed from ballot.  Bodish stated average assessment is $141,000.  Ms. Killeen stated each would pay less than $57 and with only 1,000 households would only get $50,000.  Bodish responded approximately 1,500 households in borough, questions should be submitted to committee to save library.  Sodl stated all is just a projection, cannot be specific, too many variables.  Ms. Killeen questioned who will collect and how will it be billed.  Bodish stated collected through tax collector in regular taxes, cannot tell every variable.  Ms. Killeen stated would like referendum removed from ballot.
Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., questioned if any council members attended final budget adoption meeting of school district.  All members responded in negative.  Mr. Procanyn stated attended school meeting, is borough ready to take on responsibility of library.  Who is taxing agency, library board or borough?  Bodish responded not library.  Mr. Procanyn questioned if council read referendum.  Bodish stated referendum was discussed and included in resolution.  Mr. Procanyn stated how will money be disbursed, does borough do accounting, will borough treasurer be disbursement agent for library, 
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does this fit into state regulations, will borough take over library.  Leiner stated Library Board runs library, not borough council.   
Bev Miller, 40 N 5th St., questioned Engineer Stewart regarding business in home utilizing garage as warehouse is this allowed.  Engineer Stewart responded question should be presented to Zoning Officer Ron Helman for review.  Ms. Miller reviewed pictures from one date in 2011, two dates in 2012 and trash put out yesterday, this trash is used as fundraiser for bird rescue consider this to be importing garbage which is illegal.  Recker questioned who determines charge for excess garbage.  Bodish stated rely on sanitation driver and pickers to contact public works director with concerns who then determines fee, if any.  Ms. Miller restated main issue is importing of garbage.  Bodish stated one large pick up is not excessive garbage, consistent weekly large amounts is when it is considered excessive, will discuss with public works director.
Stephanie Falzone, regarding young lungs at play, there must be a resolution passed banning smoking in recreation areas.  Bodish questioned if would apply to all parks.  Ms. Falzone responded would depend on resolution passed.  Bodish stated if that is case would not be acceptable, especially with pavilion.  Ms. Falzone responded could allow with additional deposit for clean up of cigarette butts.  Sodl stated now back to cigarette police.  Leiner stated support program, but discussion last week determined symbolic gesture to install signs with no cigarette police enforcement, is there a copy of suggested resolution.  Ms. Falzone will forward same to Secretary.  Pres. Bodish suggests to table current motion and discuss after resolution received at next workshop.
Reading of correspondence: 
Jeffry Deutsch re: outstanding 2012 Borough Per Capita Taxes.

Coplay Planning Commission re: 2013 Lehigh County Community Revitalization Grant.
Stephen Burker re: interested in open appointment on Planning Commission.

Dominic A. Farole, P.C. re: six month extension to complete improvements identified on the subdivision final plan.

Mayor Bundra was absent, no report.  
Solicitor Preston reported sent letter to Attorney Farole reminder to file extension to complete all improvements in subdivision plan, also requesting executive session on correspondence received concerning possible litigation on condition of sidewalks.
Engineer reviewed design drawings for Chestnut and Ruch Street storm sewer project, two inlets are proposed on North side of Chestnut Street, one on South side of Chestnut and one on East side of Ruch Street tying into existing Whitehall township storm sewer line.  In 2014, repaving of Ruch Street is planned.  Contacted property owner to remove tree, repair curbing and construction easement, verbal approval received, solicitor will need to prepare easement.  Royer questioned any utility issues.  Engineer Stewart stated same was reviewed and many utilities in area but will not effect design, also CWSA did boring South of this area on Ruch Street and results were forwarded, but does not effect this plan or area.  Sodl questioned estimated cost.  Engineer Stewart responded $30,000 to $35,000 estimate for project.  In addition, Engineer Stewart stated easement received from CWSA the plan and description is correct.  Solicitor Preston responded will finalize review for passage at June meeting.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl reported received request from EMA Coordinator Keller to update radios with $3,400 cost, will discuss with Chief Genovese.  Read March, 2013 and April, 2013 health reports.  On tonight’s agenda is motion to purchase new SUV to replace unmarked car, already spent $1,000 and needs additional $3,000 in work for inspection, in comparison new SUV costs $34,000 at bank rate of 2%, very economical and shows planning ahead.  Recker questioned why SUV?  Sodl responded difference in cost of car is only $2,000, however difference in longevity and maintenance is much better, also going to only two cars puts department in bad situation responding to emergencies, especially if one car is in for repairs.  Leiner questioned why couldn’t go with two vehicles for six months.  Sodl stated may be able to get away with it, but emergency situation occurs would be detriment to public safety.  Bodish stated mileage per month would be split between two vehicles instead of three putting more wear and tear on two remaining vehicles causing more maintenance issues.
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Royer reported normal operations on property.  Juvenile probation is requesting use of gym for defensive tactics training from June 4 to June 7, motion on agenda.  CWSA next meeting Thursday, May 16 at 7:30 pm for annual report, all members welcome to attend.  IRT report, 10K race this Sunday and Caboose dedication will be Saturday, June 1 at 9 am.
Recker reported recreation committee met, concession stand losing money which is unacceptable.  Committee reviewed facts, options include outsourcing, someone with experience to run, original format with changes or close with vending machines these are options council can vote on.  Pool manager job description too vague, suggests to do away with position and utilize a head lifeguard with an assistant to open and close pool, getting rid of pool manager salary and if concession is closed obviously they would not have that issue.  Sodl discussed five year average loss in concession stand is $6,712 and average loss for pool is $30,257 doesn’t care about other municipalities only Coplay, still suggests we outsource concession stand and save $8,000 to $9,000.  Leiner stated it is 5/14 would agree to ad hoc committee to do thorough evaluation over next few months and have prepared to implement for next season, pool will be open by 6/15, are numbers accurate where do they come from.  Sodl stated numbers from borough office.  Leiner stated unsure if numbers from borough office are correct, to be believed.  Bodish stated Leiner’s position is to keep concession as is for this season.  Leiner questioned if going to vending machines.  Bodish stated still to be discussed, have question though, borough can continue to lose this amount at pool, but purchasing reflective strips on stop sign poles for public safety is waste of money according to published statements, but losing $9,000 is okay.  Leiner stated if pointing out wasting money, talking about pool which always and will always lose money, question is who are we outsourcing to, are they willing to do it, questioned Sodl if anyone interested at this time for consideration by council.  Recker responded would be committee review initially and then brought to council, also stated when asked for additional review of numbers provided by library that was considered calling them liars, now Leiner doing same thing, numbers do not lie.  Sodl added numbers were provided by borough office and broken down according to my request, never broken down that way before for review.
Groller reported normal operations in finance.  Attended intergovernmental meeting at Whitehall last week, representatives from school district, Whitehall and Coplay meet every four months just to give status and keep all informed.
Bodish reported tire drop off this past weekend, no final numbers at this time.  Office and public works will be closed on Monday, May 27, all pickups will be moved ahead one day.
Unfinished Business:  None.  
New Business:

Motion by Recker, second by Leiner to approve sponsoring Explorer Post 101 train club – carried.  
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to remove handicap parking space for 257 South 2nd Street with space located on Hokendauqua Street - carried.
Motion by Burker, second by Leiner to award Certificate of Recognition to Bill Polaha for his many years of community service – carried.
At this time, Pres. Bodish asked for discussion of next motion to determine length of contract, one year savings of $4,881.79, two years $ 9,883.33 and $15,203.53 for three years.  Leiner stated one year to start.  Royer stated would like to see two years.  Groller and Burker agreed with two year contract.  Pres. Bodish questioned Mr. Tavares as to what has been fluctuation in price in last year and what is projected for future.  Mr. Tavares responded very uncertain, could go as low as .04, but could increase as well.  Pres. Bodish polled members – Burker two, Groller two, Leiner two, Sodl three, Royer two, Recker three.  Pres. Bodish stated will use two year contract in motion.
Motion by Leiner, second by Groller to approve two (2) year contract for fixed electricity rate of 0.0670 with Hess Corporation to supply electricity to Coplay Borough Street Lights – nay by Recker – carried.
Motion by Royer, second by Burker to approve Wednesday, July 3, 2013 as date of annual fireworks display – carried.
Motion by Sodl, second by Burker to approve purchase of 2013 Ford Expedition for Coplay Police Department – carried.
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Motion by Burker, second by Leiner to approve installation of two cameras in pavilion area – carried. 

Motion by Groller, second by Recker to appoint Kirk, Summa & Co. as Independent Auditor to audit the 2013 books – carried.

Motion by Sodl, second by Groller to authorize Coplay Planning Commission to submit $4,000.00 grant to Lehigh County Community Revitalization Grant Program.  Leiner questioned if there will be solid effort to obtain donations for borough $2,000.00 portion, including in kind services.  Sodl stated that is what was stated. – carried.

Motion by Leiner, second by Sodl to approve hiring of Bryan Burker as Full-Time Laborer in the Sanitation Department effective May 15, 2013 – abstain by Burker – carried.

Motion by Groller, second by Burker to approve hiring of Terence Kuchera as Part Time Summer Help for the 2013 season effective Monday, May 20, 2013 at a rate of $10.00 per hour – carried.
Motion by Leiner, second by Burker to approve use of municipal building auditorium by Lehigh County Juvenile Probation for defensive tactics training from June 4 through June 7 – carried.

Motion by Recker, second by Sodl to appoint Stephen Burker to Coplay Planning Commission with term ending 12/31/2016 – abstain Burker – carried.

Motion by Leiner, second by Groller to grant an additional six month extension of time to complete the improvements identified on the recorded plan “Wilbur E. Hill Subdivision Final Plan” and pursuant to the Subdivision and Land Development Agreement between the Borough of Coplay and WRW Builders, LLC, with the current extension due to expire on June 16, 2013 – carried.

At this time, Sodl asked that a motion be added, a motion to discontinue borough running of concession stand at pool and outsource same.  Recker and Royer stated that was to be discussed in executive session.  Sodl then asked for roll call vote on motion.  Sodl stated why executive when public knowledge losing money, either outsource or continue running.  Solicitor stated there would need to be a second on the motion.  Burker seconded the motion.  Solicitor stated now motion is open to discussion, because it deals with personnel council has ability to discuss in executive session if desired, not required, but may and if council would go that course it would be necessary to vote in negative on motion and vote on another motion to discuss in executive session, those are options.  Sodl questioned if anyone else on council wants to question numbers or discuss numbers, also pointed out control problem and has been ongoing for five years.  Bodish questioned if company interested in taking over.  Sodl responded had someone, but backed out.  Royer added only one month away from opening would rather reevalute after this season.  Leiner would like to discuss in executive session.  Further discussion by Sodl and Leiner.  Groller would also like to discuss in executive session.  Burker would like to discuss in open meeting.  Recker stated if we do outsource, we have one month until pool opens, would not lose money if closed.  At this time, Sodl asked for roll call vote.  Bodish questioned procedure.  Solicitor stated if current motion unsuccessful either by negative or abstention votes, would need second motion to approve discussion in executive session.
Motion by Sodl, second by Burker to outsource concession stand at municipal swimming pool – Burker yea, Groller abstain, Leiner abstain, Recker yea, Royer abstain, Sodl yea, Bodish nay – roll call vote resulted in 3 yea, 1 nay, 3 abstentions – denied.

Motion by Recker, second by Royer to discuss outsource of concession stand at municipal swimming pool to executive session – Burker nay, Groller yea, Leiner yea, Recker yea, Royer yea, Sodl no, Bodish yea – roll call vote resulted in 5 yea, 2 nay – carried.

Motion by Recker, second by Leiner to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.
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Motion by Recker, second by Burker to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for April, 2013 as presented to council – carried.  

General Fund

$  142,431.71


General Fund MM

$  289,895.68
Garbage Fund

$    58,767.27


Garbage Fund MM

$  216,060.03
State Fund

$    68,086.16
 

Police Pension Fund

$      8,767.26
Loan Account

$    18,312.98


Street Opening Fund

$      6,447.12
Recreation Fund
$    31,517.12


Emergency Services Fund
$    47,935.81
Garbage Truck MM
$    32,767.72


Capital Projects Fund

$      4,058.37
Dept. Projects Account $  92,408.88


SALDO Escrow Fund

$         562.46
Payroll


$      7,748.23
Motion by Recker, second by Groller to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1371
A Resolution authorizing destruction of old police records in accordance with the requirements of the Municipal Records Act and the Municipal Records Manual.
Motion by Sodl, second by Groller to approve Resolution No. 1371.  Roll call vote resulted in 7 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion carried.

As there was no further business, motion by Groller, second by Leiner to adjourn meeting into executive session for discussion of possible litigation and personnel.  May reconvene for motions if necessary.

Meeting reconvened by Pres. Bodish who asked secretary if there were additional motions.  Secretary responded yes.

Motion by Leiner, second by Sodl to approve hiring Lifeguards for the 2013 pool season of Dominick Martin, Nicholas Nejad, Courtney Dragovits, Nicole Leshko, Hanna Hartman, Gabriel Lamm, Zachary Hixson, and  Chelsae O’Donnell – carried.

Motion by Sodl, second by Burker to issue enforcement notice to correct sidewalk and curbing at 52 North 2nd Street within 30 days – carried.

As there was no further business, motion by Leiner, second by Groller to adjourn meeting until next workshop meeting Tuesday, June 4, 2013 at 7 PM and regular meeting on Tuesday, June 11, 2013 at 7 PM.
Attest  

Borough Secretary 

