6th Regular Meeting 

    
                        

June 8, 2010
Municipal Building                                                               

93rd Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Bundra, Groller, Mazur, Piskula, and Royer.  Solicitor Preston and Mayor Milander were also present.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of May 11, 2010 were approved as presented to council by secretary -  carried.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., questioned Solicitor, who contacted him re: letter received from Whitehall Township on CWSA.  Solicitor responded will not answer, same is privileged, same accord was given to Mrs. Miller when on council.  Miller continued, why not brought up under correspondence?  
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., re: 38 S 4th Street motion on agenda, more than $3,000 work need to upgrade same, specifically chimney and stove, also HUD standards would allow for only one bedroom unit, more discussion needed prior to motion.  Is copy of inspection report available?  Mann stated request through Right to Know at borough office and questioned Helman re: inspection.  Helman stated only minimal upgrades needed for CO issuance and agrees with assessment of HUD standards.  Killeen continued, confused why second reading of correspondence on agenda, never done before.  Mann responded for CWSA letter from Whitehall Township prior to discussion.  
Kathy Tapler, 102 S 9th St., concerned re: homeowners responsible for shade trees; had three, now have two trees, explanation of concerns re: sidewalks, curbs, etc that trees have caused.  Asking for list of trees that borough will work on and her trees be included in this project list.  

Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., requests additional hearing of persons present after reading of CWSA correspondence and discussion by members.  Mann polled members, all agreed to addition of same.

Reading of correspondence:  
Elizabeth Hess, 2 South 9th Street, re: shade trees at property.  
Mayor read May, 2010 police report.  

Solicitor had no report.  
Engineer absent, no report.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported 7th Street paving project bid advertised, same to be opened at July workshop and awarded at July regular meeting.  PWD Pavelko out until minimum 7/2, committee extending PT Summer Help hours of Kyle Reaser from 32 to 40 hours per week while Pavelko out.  
Mazur reported all running smoothly in police department.  With summer here, stay alert, watch out for neighbors and call police with any suspicious activity.
Piskula read May, 2010 fire report.  Working with Chief Buskaritz on updating SOP’s.  Community Days officers stepped forward to run this year’s event, still in need of volunteers for souvenir stand.  
Bodish reported no issues with sanitation.  Changing solid waste dump site from Lehigh Valley Recycling to East Penn as of next week.  Reminder, remodeling jobs should obtain a dumpster for this material, our sanitation department not equipped to handle this much construction debris.  Grass collection going well, reminds residents to use cans or buckets, no bags please.  Received performance grant for calendar year 2008 recycling efforts in amount of $13,092; up $4,000 from prior year.  
Bundra read May, 2010 health report.  Received complaint of high weeds at Saylor Park, borough employees will correct.  Two safety committee members completed necessary training, other three members scheduled for tomorrow; group working well on safety concerns and resolutions.  IRT report, next meeting scheduled for 6/15 at 7 PM at trailhead pavilion.  Re: shade trees, twelve years ago borough had active committee but no council support; 50% of pavers were to be paid for by borough.  Questioned Mann re: motion statement “availability of funding” what does this mean.  Mann stated only $900 remaining in 2010 budget, may or may not be able to complete project, will only complete if funds available.
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Groller reported 6/5 orientation at pool with all employees went well.  Two new picnic tables for concession stand area purchased.  Repair of roof at municipal building was completed and came in under estimate.  

Mann reported finance committee recommending approval of Jeffry Deutsch as EIT collector for borough for 2011, motion on agenda.  Reported re: joint meeting with WCSD, Coplay and Whitehall – geothermal project @ 9 weeks behind, commencement scheduled for 6/14 at Stabler, all three labor contracts expire this year, budget proposes 1.59 mill increase or @$80 per homeowner.  

Mazur questioned performance grant, once same exceeds $10,000 must pass mandatory recycling ordinance.  Further discussion by Secretary, Mazur and Bodish on same, will check into possible need for ordinance.  

Unfinished Business:  None.
New Business:

Motion by Mazur, second by Bodish to approve removal of shade trees and repair of sidewalk and curbing at 2 South 9th Street upon availability of funding – Piskula opposed – carried.  Piskula stated opposed due to inconsistency with policies over the years, should stick with one way, not change back and forth.  Bundra stated voted aye due to statement of availability of funding, agrees must do something but does not want to spend too much borough funds all at once.  Bodish stated voted aye because planters did not realize trees would get this large and cause this much damage to properties.
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to appoint Jeffry Deutsch as Earned Income Tax Collector/Administrator for the Borough of Coplay for the period of January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2011 - carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Mazur to approve necessary updates at 38 South 4th Street up to amount of $3,000 to pass Certificate of Occupancy inspection for possible residential rental from Capital Reserve – Piskula questioned Mann what if costs go beyond $3,000.  Mann stated same would be brought back to council for further review and additional approval. – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Bodish to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for May, 2010 as presented to council – carried.      

General Fund

$  106,555.72


General Fund MM

$  379,783.65
Garbage Fund

$    44,359.60


Garbage Fund MM

$  163,837.81
State Fund

$    50,463.17 


Police Pension Fund

$      6,487.97
Loan Account

$    26,389.84


Street Opening Fund

$      3,225.18
Recreation Fund
$      7,117.32


Garbage Truck MM

$    28,230.55
Capital Projects Fund
$    20,836.97


Payroll



$      6,227.38
Motion by Bodish, second by Mazur to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.
Resolutions and Ordinances:  
ORDINANCE NO. 786
An Ordinance amending Chapter 2 “Animals”, Part 1, Section 101 through Section 107 and Part 2, Section 201 through 204 of the codified ordinances of the Borough of Coplay, establishing new general regulations for animals.
Motion by Bundra, second by Groller to adopt Ordinance No. 786.  Roll call vote resulted in 7 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion carried.
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At this time, Pres. Mann requested Secretary read letter received from Whitehall Township re: CWSA as correspondence.  Same read by Secretary.  Mann requested discussion and comments by members.  Piskula questioned Mann relationship with CWSA board member Schreiner.  Mann responded known for more than 20 years, good friends with same.  Bundra stated would like more information prior to making decision, more answers needed from Whitehall and CWSA.  Piskula questioned Royer as to no report on CWSA, as liaison should report meeting information to council.  Bundra stated attended CWSA meeting, everything quite professional; doesn’t want to hear one side and not the other.  John Schreiner, CWSA board member and liaison to Coplay, stated at last CWSA meeting Linda Snyder, Beverly Miller and Charlene Piskula in attendance, asked if any had questions for members, none asked, yet continue to receive right to know requests from Whitehall, this letter from Whitehall to Coplay, etc.; three years ago charges alleged by Whitehall, same reviewed by state ethics and CWSA received advice and changes made accordingly, current Whitehall letter questions same information, yet again, letter continues to resurrect same issues three years later.  Bundra stated as member of Coplay council, Whitehall obviously has issue with CWSA, least Coplay can do is listen and review information.  Piskula stated did not ask question at CWSA meeting as board members intimidating, having been previously attacked, not comfortable with same.  Mazur stated read letter three times, still unsure as to what is really being said and asked of Coplay.  Royer stated from 2007-2009 questioned conduct ceased; changes made and Whitehall still not satisfied; what additional changes are needed?  Groller questioned Schreiner.  Any problems with ethics board?  Schreiner responded no.  Groller questioned any problems with IRS?  Schreiner responded none.  Bodish questioned why council members letters from Whitehall did not include reports, only Mann received and copied for all members, why were reports not forwarded to all as well?  Bodish questioned Schreiner as to dates $100 per diem resolutions were passed.  Schreiner responded 1991.  Bodish stated why is same only being questioned now, in place for 20 years and letter also does not state any illegal activities ongoing.  Piskula questioned members as to how many reviewing Whitehall minutes with no response.  Mann reviewed “preliminary observations” as prepared by Deputy Mayor Meyers, also read “conclusions”.  Mann questioned Solicitor if Whitehall can request ethics review without Coplay?  Solicitor Preston responded yes.  Mann questioned members as to where does council want to go with this?  Bundra stated continue to gather information.  Piskula stated support Whitehall request for State Ethics Commission review.  Bundra requested meeting with all parties, get all information in open and questions answered prior to making decision.  All members but Piskula agreed to meeting.  Same will be administered by solicitors of each organization.  Solicitor Preston requested motion to move forward with same.
Motion by Groller, second by Bodish to authorize Solicitor Preston to contact Whitehall Solicitor and CWSA Solicitor to explore the possibility of a joint meeting, duly advertised, attended by, at a minimum, the solicitor for each respective body, for the purpose of discussing the matter set forth by Whitehall Township in their letter dated May 10, 2010 – carried.

Hearing of persons present:  

Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., questioned what Whitehall wants Coplay to do?  Mann responded joint effort to have state ethics review.  Agree meeting of three; disagree Coplay should initiate same as CWSA board member Schreiner suggested meeting.  Suggests Resolution passed by council to request CWSA board members correct conduct at meetings so as audience not fearful to ask questions.   
Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., agrees with consensus of council to allow for clear avenues of discussion, eliminate hearsay, etc.   

Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., illegal vs. ethical, more ethical questions re: $100 per diem board is paid for attending workshops, etc as they also are paid from regular job vacation time taken.  Per diem should be for expenses incurred, not lost wages and should return what is not used.  More research is needed on this.  Whitehall Township has been replacing CWSA board members as they are up for appointment, for ethical reasons.
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As there was no additional business, motion by Mazur, second by Bodish to adjourn meeting until next workshop meeting Tuesday, July 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. and regular meeting on Tuesday, July 13, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.    
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







