Workshop Meeting                                                                July 2, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Mann, Mazur, Recker and Royer as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, Police Chief Genovese and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  PWD Pavelko was absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Presentation by Natalie Reichl of Coplay Public Library Board.  Read prepared letter with copy to Secretary, same attached to minutes.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., has bamboo information been reviewed or discussed by council, due to damage caused, people moving in should be made aware and not allowed to plant bamboo.  Found additional bamboo at another property in borough during a walk, not just one property with this issue.  Pictures from June 4th, June 13th and July 2nd of 1102 Center Street property, questioned Mr. Leiner if he has power of attorney over property since doing work up there.  Mr. Leiner responded no, up there helping an 84 year old woman who’s daughter is dying of cancer, trying to help her clean up.  Ms. Killeen questioned if she is the property owner.  Mr. Leiner responded yes.  Ms. Killeen continued, then she is responsible, if my grass is 6 inches I receive a letter to cut it in less than 30 days, neighbors were in to complain in December and January, it has been six months, yard clean up has not been in a reasonable amount of time.  Has owner received letter from borough?  Mr. Helman responded yes, she has received letters every year for the past three years to cut back and clean up property.  Mr. Bodish stated there is change to committee and will be re-discussed.  Ms. Killeen continued as the property owner she is required to keep property cleaned up and needs to be cleaned up, you are not keeping up with clean up of property, she needs to have commercial clean up come in, has been more than 90 days and it continues to grow.  It doesn’t matter how old owner is, council cannot give bias treatment, she is owner and is responsible.  Current pictures show proof, requests additional letter be sent with specific date as to when cleanup must be complete.  If Leiner is on committee, that is conflict of interest since he is clearing property.  Mr. Bodish stated will review further in report.  Ms. Killeen asked to be kept up to date on status of this situation.  
EMA Coordinator Keller reported for June, 2012 a standby at EOC for weather, assisted fire department with power outage and handed out bottled water during heat to seniors outside, also water was donated by Holencik Roofing.  Regarding emergency siren on 5th Street, after discussing with fire chief would like council to fix siren to be used for weather emergencies, especially at night.  Mayor Bundra questioned if surrounding boroughs have sirens.  Keller responded yes.  Mayor Bundra stated as they surround us, wouldn’t Coplay residents here those sirens.  Keller stated they may, but would feel more comfortable if our siren were usable.  Mayor Bundra stated everyone should be aware that a continuous siren is alert for weather.
PWD Pavelko is on vacation, no report.  
Chief Genovese reported June was busy month and July starting out same, working with public works as far as barricades and no parking signs for fireworks.
Chief Buskaritz read June, 2012 fire report, 9 calls for month.  Fire department will be present during fireworks display and Chevy van is still for sale.  Leiner questioned thoughts on siren.  Chief responded agree with EMA Keller, cannot rely on emergency services from other towns, if there is an emergency in Coplay it needs to activate.
Secretary reported received IRT Grant funds for picnic area from Whitehall Township in amount of $10,073.67 of that $1,757 was deposited into Recreation Fund for IRT and $8,316.67 deposited into General Fund.  Received unclaimed property payment from State in amount of $100.00 from RCN and deposited into General Fund and $57.10 from Merchants Passbook Savings deposited into Recreation Fund as was from Park & Recreation Commission.  Attended County Commissioner’s meeting on June 27th as was contacted that CDBG funding for curb cuts may not be approved by commissioners, some commissioners commented concerned with overspending at Federal level, same must be stopped, some are not convinced should be spending these funds, will attend next meeting on July 11 at 7:30 where second reading and vote will occur.  Received information from PA Senate stating liquor laws were changed to again allow local noise ordinances to be followed.
Discussion of any problems/matters:
Installation of security cameras at pool and pavilion.  Mann stated this project is remaining from last year and has been reviewed by property and finance committees, project installs eight cameras at pool, pavilion and park areas, due to security reasons, feels this very needed project.  Total cost of $11,689.00, from 
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COSTARS provider, will be paid with performance grant money which is recycling rebate funds.  Mazur stated same is good idea, should have had for years.  Bodish asked for remarks by Chief Genovese.  Chief Genovese stated reviewed project, had a few providers come in, would be internet based system which means additional cameras can be added, borough hall system is limited to sixteen cameras, could be integrated into new system along with any other cameras we would want to add.  Catasauqua and North Catasauqua already have cameras at their park facilities.  Benefits community and employees, especially allegations of misconduct at pool.  Recker questioned how many cameras would be installed.  Mann responded eight at this time.  Bodish questioned how cameras could be viewed.  Chief Genovese responded can be viewed on any computer, including those in police cars, police department office and borough office. No further questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
Mayor Bundra reported IRT grant was a 50/50 grant.  Invited to attend meeting at Sands Casino with other Mayors, unable to attend however spoke with Mayor Reenock from Northampton and will obtain information from him on meeting.  Safety committee met June 20 and had several concerns with utility workers, as a result met with public works employees following week on June 27 to again discuss importance of safety, made sure all participated and asked each employee to give his views on safety in the workplace.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations in streets department, grass cutting and tree pruning, also replaced pump at pool.  1988 Chevy pickup truck and snow plow were scrapped last week, received $743 from scrap yard, awaiting information from CWSA upon receipt of their new vehicle and if we have interest in vehicle they will be replacing.  No report on CWSA.  IRT caboose restoration project funded by grant and donations, steel work is complete, body is sanded and ready for painting, correct size wheels were found and donated from Strausburg railroad, Sidleck Welding and Fabricating will be preparing logistics for relocation which should occur within next month or two.  

Recker reported pool opened and running, not reporting financial numbers yet.  Regarding Legion bleachers, met with Mayor Hozza of Whitehall Township on another issue and brought this up as Whitehall just recently replaced bleachers in Cementon, Mayor Hozza forwarded information on same.  Also, after looking at bleachers it appears wooden bleachers behind home plate are in worse condition than concrete bleachers.  Questioned liability coverage for any occurrence with bleachers.  Secretary responded Legion Baseball is required to carry their own insurance, nothing at field would be covered by borough per lease.  Regarding topic of not getting playoff games, bleachers were only part of issue, fence and lighting are major issues with losing these games.  Committee will be meeting to review basketball and tennis courts.  Mazur agreed more issues than just bleachers, shame that games were moved.  Recker stated Coplay Sports would not allow fence to be installed between two fields.  Leiner added posts are in field for some type of temporary fencing system when needed.  Recker stated light poles are wood and PIAA is requiring steel poles.  Bodish stated discussed with Judy Podorsky, changes in PIAA leadership also involved in changing location decision.
Mazur reported 27 traffic violations, 9 written warnings for traffic, 5 written warnings for vehicle violations, 11 parking tickets issued, 215 incidents for month with 6 arrests.  With fireworks tomorrow, reminds everyone to be safe, if drinking, don’t drive.  Leiner questioned Secretary Gyecsek if correct this is last year Gene and Sandy Gyecsek will be raising funds for display.  Gyecsek responded yes.  Leiner suggested council prepare Certificate of Appreciation for Gyecsek’s for work last 10 years in raising more than $100,000 during that time for annual fireworks display.  All members agreed with same, motion at regular meeting.
Groller reported nothing on finance, however on Library, school board on June 25 approved in their budget a contribution of $48,000 for 2012-2013, resulting in shortfall of $11,832 for the remainder of 2012.  Library committee is requesting council approval to transfer this amount from Capital Reserve in General Fund and remaining half would be budgeted in 2013 budget, January to June.  This is still only short term answer, suggesting council library committee and library board meet to discuss solutions.  Other issue is that district asking for resolutions from Coplay exploring possibility of referendum to maintain library, old agreement states term can be discontinued by either party in 30 days, not allowing for much notice.  Long range the board decision affects 2012-2013 only and board will have to decide any funding going forward, on year to year basis.   
Leiner will save report for regular meeting.  
Mann reported issue with main entrance door at fire station, needs to be replaced, committee obtained estimate of $3,000 including new lock assembly, $975 in labor and $2,100 materials.  Replaced one in borough hall two years ago at cost of $4,500, will be going ahead with project.  Regarding siren, would have committee review and research with report at next workshop.
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Bodish reported sanitation running smoothly.  Change in Housing Committee appointments to Mann – chair with Recker and Bodish.  Received letter from Frank Dickman relinquishing handicap park space to front of residence, would like motion at regular meeting.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., questioned Mr. Groller’s report re: funding approved was for 2012-2013, is there possibility funding could be given in future years by school district.  Groller responded $48,000 runs July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013 and will then be on yearly basis, depending on money situation, may be lucky enough to have board approve in future, may not.  Ms. Killeen questioned if school is required to give funding.  Groller responded no, option is solely up to them, on yearly basis.  Ms. Killeen asked council to consider passing something to govern growing of bamboo in borough.  Mann asked for information previously supplied by Ms. Killeen to council, will review and research further, discuss in committee and bring recommendation to council.  Mayor Bundra commented there are other municipalities who have passed ordinances to alleviate bamboo encroachment on other properties.    

Maryrose Farquhar, Coplay Library, just some clarification, we did not get copy of letter sent to school board.  Groller responded never sent letter, it was handwritten memo dropped off as recommended by Joe Fragnito who is in charge of this on school board.  Groller requested copy of memo be made available, secretary will supply.  Ms. Farquhar continued school board resolution states will supply $48,000 for 2012-2013, but there will be no further obligation by school district, sounds like it is more end of road instead of year to year.  Groller stated could be, but written in way that does not bind board in either way to fund or not fund, this began in 2011.  Ms. Farquhar questioned if memo stated request was for one time only, wind down funding.  Groller said not stated as such, but of course could be interpreted that way.  Ms. Farquhar stated appreciate funds approved through end of year.  Groller stated funding by borough goes through June 30, 2013, giving us year of funding.  Ms. Farquhar questioned if memo was discussed by all of council prior to submitting to school board.  Groller responded no, went through Library committee, timing did not allow for discussion at meeting by all of council, which was already stated at previous meeting.  

Johanna Billings, Whitehall-Coplay Press, where did the $48,000 figure come from.  Groller responded number was something both parties felt could be approved by school board, better than $5,000, figure that came from old agreement as Whitehall Library was getting $30,000 and in year’s past Coplay received 1/6 of Whitehall allocation.  Ms. Billings clarified report by Groller of asking council to approve additional funding at regular meeting.  Groller responded yes asking council approval for supplemental funding and will be on regular meeting agenda.  Leiner stated no, need to have discussion on that, we are borrowing funds from Capital Reserve, we can’t loan money to pay for this.  Groller and Mann responded no, from Capital Reserve in general fund budget, not being borrowed.  Leiner stated still must discuss.  Mann stated let’s get discussion completed so same can be placed on agenda for regular meeting.  Leiner questioned what account funding will be taken from and how much is in there.  Groller responded capital reserve, approximately $17,000 remains for 2012.  Leiner stated taking $11,832, where would balance of $23,000 shortage come from.  Groller stated as explained other $11,832 would be budgeted when we do 2013 budget.  Ms. Killeen stated what if something were to happen and reserves were needed.  Mann responded in my opinion library is important issue and it needs to stay in Coplay, therefore anything else that would come up we will have to manage it from there, it is a priority for the Library right now.
Kimberly Shelly, Coplay Library, is copy of memo with you right now.  Secretary and Groller responded no.  Ms. Shelly questioned board resolution does sound as if it is one time deal, if such important issue why was only discussed by committee and not entire council.  Groller responded board requested something be presented, like negotiating a contract, board wanted response and committee determined $48,000 was something could be worked with and difference made up.  Ms. Shelly questioned timing, why wasn’t there enough for all of council to be included.  Groller stated there wasn’t, board committee asked for something, council committee gave it.  Ms. Shelly continued it is clear school will not be giving funding in future.  Leiner responded wording states not obligated for 2013.  Groller stated were not obligated for 2012 as well.  Leiner stated resolution worded so that they could or could not, will all depend on board vote next year.  Bodish stated council committee did request a meeting with library board and only two members showed up.  Recker questioned how many members on library board.  Secretary stated seven member board.  Bodish stated personnel discussed and recommended referendum, this funding will be in place until referendum can be voted on by residents.
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Sharon Daugherty, Coplay Library, stated first time heard of any meeting between council and library board.  Bodish responded council committee meets with library board, that is how it works, first thing we asked for was to meet with library board.  Ms. Daugherty questioned when meeting took place.  Bodish responded shortly after process began this year, probably February.  Ms. Daugherty asked who from board attended.  Bodish responded Faye Schreiner and Carol Schleder, who resigned shortly after meeting with committee.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on camera system.

Vote on Certificate of Appreciation for Gyecsek’s.
Vote on funds for Library from Capital Reserve.
Vote on removal of handicap parking space.
Motion by Leiner, second by Groller to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, July 10, 2012 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

