Workshop Meeting                                                                July 7, 2015
Municipal Building                                                                 95th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl, as well as Mayor Bundra, Police Chief Genovese, Fire Chief Buskaritz, EMA Coordinator Buskaritz and PWD Boyle.  
Hearing of persons present:
Jim Paukovits, 38 N 7th St., questioning why no early alert to last Tuesday’s storm for borough residents, there was nothing.  Sodl responded siren at 5th & Center is inoperable.  Mr. Paukovits continued, where would residents go if train accident involving chemicals.  Also questioned why we paid to install cameras at pavilion when they don’t work, didn’t get any video of break-in.  Police Chief Genovese responded in event of chemical event, police would drive through town informing residents of where they should go for safety and the cameras at pool did provide information on break-in.
Bill Wiessner,6 S 7th St., stating his disapproval of council’s decision to purchase General Supply property.  Pres. Bodish explained not purchased yet, preparing an agreement of sale to be signed by both parties.  Mr. Wiessner continued, prior to $1.8 million loan by council a few years back, surveyed his neighborhood, majority of whom were against loan, council did it anyway.  Now spending again, purchase of property and just bought a bucket truck.  Pres. Bodish responded bucket truck paid for itself in response to trees down from last week’s storm.  Sodl added bucket truck was purchased for $6,200 and old truck sold for $5,100 resulting in only $1,100 being paid out by borough; improves safety of employees, no longer using a ladder in back of pickup or dump truck to install flags and holiday lights, and to cut down trees as seen in aftermath of storm.  Mr. Wiessner returned topic to purchase of General Supply property, can’t store salt for winter there as issues with street grade; fail to see how this purchase will benefit borough, why we need it.  Pres. Bodish responded salt was removed from storage under bridge because same owned by County and they no longer allowed it, we now have to pay for salt storage and capacity is minimal, purchase would improve salt capacity.  Also, public meetings will be held prior to finalization of purchase, only at first step preparing agreement of sale.  Sodl questioned Mr. Wiessner as to why he is not in favor of purchase; purchase is a great value at @ $50,000 per acre, current garage is not sufficient for necessary equipment.  If you have any factual arguments or information against purchase, same should be brought to council and will be talked about.  Mr. Wiessner stated town has not grown, does not see need.  Luckenbach responded stating town size has not changed, however residents and times have changed.  Discussion continued.
Chris Nickischer, 34 Magna Cir. W., thanked fire department, police department and public works employees for quick response and good work during and after severe storm last Tuesday.  Pres. Bodish thanked Mr. Nickischer for comments.

PWD Boyle read June completed and projected projects reports.  Completed plumbing repair and kitchen repair at rental house, opened pool, repaired and replaced pumps on baby pool, replaced chemical control board for main pool, cleaned out and organized tennis court building, installed new AC unit in police computer room, trimmed trees around pavilion and parkway walkways, painted stage in pavilion, completed routine building maintenance and clean up, routine sanitation pick ups, routine street repairs and routine grass cutting.  July projected work includes inventory of all borough equipment, start storm drain study for repairs, build shelves for community days room, clean up at dump site, start community days prep work, paint rental house garage, paint tennis court building.  August projected work includes completion of storm drain study, paint and repair barricades and replace fence at ball field.  A preliminary assessment of storm damage: trees are down or damaged at Chestnut Street monument, Saylor Field, parkway, pool, around pavilion, two on 3rd, three on 8th, two on 9th, one on 12th, two at 13th & Tapler, one on Hokendauqua and one on 6th Street.  Extensive damage to streets due to heavy rain and washouts occurred on 2nd St at IRT, 2nd & Chestnut, Front & Hall, Front and Fish Alley, Center from 4th to Front, Hohl’s Alley from 2nd to Front, Lehigh from 2nd to Front, Hokendauqua from 2nd to Front, Coplay from 4th to 2nd, and Schreiber Avenue from 4th to 2nd.  At the pool, downed tree damaged @ 40’ of fencing and 10’ of roof overhang and one bench.  Portion of tot lot fence damaged.  IRT took heavy damage, mostly downed trees but some washout as well.  Trail is open, trees and debris just moved off to sides.  Quite a bit of damage to street signs as well.  Bucket truck was used extensively and is primarily for safety of the men.  Thanked council for purchase of same.  Yard waste will be collected on Wednesday and Friday this week.  Pres. Bodish and Leiner thanked PWD Boyle for storm cleanup work by men.
EMA Coordinator Buskaritz reported responded to 10 concerns after storm, however none required emergency management action.
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Chief Genovese reported in June, 2015 received 193 incidents with 37 traffic arrests, 21 written warnings and 22 parking tickets.  All available resources and officers were out after the storm for traffic control at 2nd & Chestnut and high water issue on Catherine Drive.  Received request from 55 South 3rd Street for handicap parking space, same reviewed.  Recommends approval as space will provide no hardship for parking of other residents in this area.
Fire Chief Buskaritz read June, 2015 report, 18 calls for month, 53 calls year to date.  All vehicles in good condition.  At some point council will need to discuss replacing the 1986 Mack fire truck.  Training for June included last two personnel in water rescue, all others are trained, and burn tower drills.  Preparing fund drive letter for distribution to borough residents in July.  Organizing coin toss for August or September, after decision on date, will bring same to council for approval.  Attending 100th year parade in Germansville this weekend.
Secretary reported received letter from Roy Stewart announcing his retirement as of June 19.  Ryan Christman will now take over Borough Engineer responsibilities.  Received request from Chief Buskaritz to obtain American Express credit card in his name for use by fire department.  After review, the approval for credit cards to police, public works and borough office was completed by Resolution, as such Resolution was prepared and submitted to Solicitor for review and approval and will be on agenda at regular meeting to approve credit card for fire department.  
Discussion of any problems/matters:

Boards & Commissions – received appointment applications from Richard Bundra and George Prebula to become alternate members of Civil Service Commission.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Additional lifeguard hire: Brynn Delvecchio.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Request received from Cub Scout Pack 32 for use of pavilion at no fee for annual Rain Gutter Regatta on Thursday, August 20, 2015 from 5 – 8 pm.  Sodl questioned where Cub Pack is from.  Secretary responded according to letter, Whitehall-Coplay.  No further questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
In depth discussion regarding replacement of boiler in the municipal building.  Royer reviewed information letter received from Rick Hauck of HSA Mechanical outlining options available for replacement of current coal boiler which could cost anywhere from $200,000 to $350,000 depending on options.  Royer stated biggest decision is whether to keep municipal building or not, if we are going to keep building heating upgrade is necessary.  In addition, new roof will be needed in 2-3 years at an approximate cost of $100,000, new windows need to be installed, along with a number of other necessary repairs.  Does council want to keep this building?  If yes, we must begin these replacements and repairs.  Discussion by all members resulted in request for Secretary to prepare motion for regular meeting agenda authorizing engineer to prepare specifications for bid package to install new heating system in the municipal building.  
Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion, there were none.
Mayor Bundra reported public works, fire department and police department responded to all resident concerns after the severe storm last week and did a tremendous job.  Electricity was restored to most borough residents by 8 pm the same evening and major Philadelphia news stations were here filming the damage.  We did declare a state of emergency along with Whitehall Township, however the State has denied aid as there was only local damage.  Joint safety committee meeting minutes to all.  Next CTC meeting on 7/8 and will discuss the local issue of hunger in schools.  IRT will be meeting on Saturday, 7/11 to try and clear most of the mess created by the storm on the trail, meet at 8 am at the Trailhead Pavilion.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl read Health/Code Enforcement report for June, 2015, received 14 new complaints, with 10 ongoing and 4 resolved.  Would like council vote at regular meeting on approval to hire permanent part time 32 hour/week police officer at rate of $16.75/hour.  This will involve a minimal cost increase, however will not affect budget numbers.  It will improve overall management of open shifts, etc.  Police Chief Genovese restated budget information and added will allow for a more flexible schedule; also looking into evaluations for part-time officers to give incremental pay raises based on longevity of service.  Currently all part time officers receive $16.38/hour even if they have been a part time officer for more than 10 years, would like to see those who stay with the department rewarded, suggests increases up to a maximum of $16.75/hour.  No further questions by members, motions at regular meeting.  Sodl continued, reporting cameras at pool got as much information as 
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was available from the break-in.  Regarding the question of the siren for notification to residents.  Unfortunately, the siren located at the fire department does not work at all; siren located across from Library does work, however the ability to communicate with that siren is inoperable; so we have no operable sirens in the borough.  At this time, Sodl brought up discussion from previous meetings regarding installation of a generator for the municipal building.  Once power was lost in this building, we lost the newly installed repeater antenna and communications were hampered, police department and borough office had no power along with public works.  Secretary added public works had difficult time opening garage door to get trucks out with no electricity.  Mayor Bundra added with more and more weather related issues and power outages, building is in need of a generator.
Royer had nothing additional to report on borough buildings.  CWSA was denied CDBG grant for Front Street sewer main replacement project, also 88% of the clearwater inspections have been completed.  
Burker reported Chris Schmidt new President of Coplay Sports, thanked former President Dean Molitoris for prior years of service.  Planting at Civic Plaza, grant through Lowe’s, is set to begin on July 20.  Elvis impersonator at the pool last Friday, well attended.  Thanked public works for getting pool area cleaned up and back on track.  Met with Dan McNeil, discussing possible fundraisers to benefit recreation and other projects.  Also, Saylor Field grant application approval and/or denial should be received sometime in October.  
Groller reported normal operations in finance.  

Bodish thanked public works, police and fire departments for response after storm, streets were cleared by 8 pm that evening, great work.  FRCA, yard waste drop off facility, brought a dumpster for our use to clean up downed parkway trees and allowed residents to drop off at their facility on Wednesday and Thursday last week.  Secretary added they are also allowing borough to dump any day this week.  Bodish read letter received from Coplay Community Days Committee donating the $1,100.00 difference paid by the borough for the purchase of the bucket truck.  Bodish thanked committee for their continued support of Coplay.
Leiner reported on kilns discussions to date.  Phase 1 was meeting with County and architectural firm; Phase 2 is to identify members of a steering committee; Phase 3 meetings of steering committee to determine how many too save, demolish, etc. and Phase 4 obtaining the funding to complete the project.  Sodl questioned who is on steering committee.  Mayor Bundra responded, currently speaking with people from government, residents, cement industry, and academic community to get good mix of representatives for this committee, however committee members have not yet been determined.
At this time, Secretary added that borough insurance company has been contacted and adjuster will be here on Thursday to begin assessing the damages to borough property.

Hearing of persons present:
John Schreiner, CWSA Chairman, reported CDBG grant for CWSA was denied, the project itself is in Coplay, however there are 3-4 homes in Whitehall Township who will benefit from the sewer main replacement as well, this determination was the basis for the denial.  CWSA is appealing the decision and will be resubmitting the grant, however, the project will not be done until 2017.
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., questioned if anyone else still does not have phone service with a negative response.  Questioned why no disaster was declared.  Mayor responded disaster paperwork was completed.  Complained that Service Electric wires are still hanging loosely in alleyways, should be contacted to take care of same.  Based on discussion, sounds as though it will cost more to refurbish this building than it’s worth, would be cheaper to build a new one and get rid of this building.  Discussion on same.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on appointments to Civil Service Commission.

Vote on additional pool lifeguard Brynn Delvecchio for 2015 summer season.

Vote on use of pavilion at no fee by Cub Scout Pack 32 on 8/20/2015.

Vote on Resolution 1406 re: credit card for Fire Department.

Vote on handicap parking space at 55 South 3rd Street.

Vote on approval to authorize engineer to prepare specifications for new boiler in municipal building.
Vote on 32 hour part time police officer at rate of $16.75 per hour.
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn meeting by Leiner, second by Sodl.  Meeting adjourned until next  regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, July 14, 2015 at 7 PM.  
Borough Secretary

