19th Regular Meeting 

    
                        

July 14, 2009
Municipal Building                                                               

92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Mann.  In attendance were Mazur, Piskula, Royer and Schin.  Mayor Milander and Solicitor Preston were also present.  Miller arrived at 7:05 PM.  Luckenbill was absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of June 9, 2009 were approved as presented to council by secretary -  carried.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St., agenda does not include 6/30/09 financial report approval, requested  explanation, Mann unsure of question.  Additional discussion, Procanyn questioning treasurer report approval not listed on agenda.  Mann responded same is listed.  Procanyn questioned solicitor should  initial documents approved during council meetings, so when same is requested at borough office it includes solicitor initials.  Mann responded council approval of same is sufficient, no solicitor sign off needed.  
Reading of correspondence:  
Rachel Luckenbill re: resignation from borough council.

Louis L. Bodish re: application for appointment to vacant council position.
Charles Sodl re: application for open position on Planning Commission – same will be included for discussion at August workshop.
United Steelworkers of America re: Resolution to purchase American made products.
CWSA re: taping of Sewer Authority meetings.

Mayor read June, 2009 police incident reports.  Performed two weddings in June and one in July to date.  Receiving calls from non residents to perform weddings, wanted council members aware only performing ceremonies for residents of borough.
Solicitor reported lease ready for review during executive session.
Engineer was absent, no report.   
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations for street department.  Alley projects nearly complete.  Thanked residents of 8th and 9th Streets for patience, due to weather project took longer than anticipated.  Researching 3M street sign grant, same is not due until 11/30/09.  Housing Committee – no report except meeting will be scheduled to review zoning ordinances for update in conjunction with Comprehensive Plan process.  IRT report – barrier fence installed under bridge due to falling concrete.  Next meeting Tuesday, 7/21/09 at 7 PM at trailhead pavilion.  
Schin had no report except requesting committee meeting to begin contract negotiations with full time officers, current contract expires 12/31/09.
Miller reported pool good to date.  Friday 7/24/09 nighttime Dip & Dance from 7-10 PM, not 7-9 PM as listed in newsletter, requesting lights from Chief Buskaritz.  No update since last week on receipts, but good to date.  Attended CWSA meeting, re: letter received today, was also told equipment does not work, questioned why Mr. Sendell stated to Mr. Schreiner did not know what to do about this.  Why would they need to wait for Mr. Schreiner to respond?  Further statements including Mr. Berner of CWSA stated rather loudly to Miller at meeting she is “conflict of interest”.  

At this time, John Schreiner of CWSA in audience, requested response to comments.  Poll of council showed Miller, Piskula and Schin voting no; Mazur, Royer and Mann voting yes; Milander broke tie vote with yes vote.  Mr. Schreiner addressed council stating Miller reporting erroneous statements from CWSA meetings as liaison from Borough of Coplay to members of council such as minutes incomplete and things missed entirely in minutes due to non taping of meetings.  Further comments by Miller and Schreiner on same.  Mann stated letter sent to CWSA requesting taping of meetings, however have no control over same.  Miller agreed with statement and made additional comments on same.
Luckenbill was absent, no report.   
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Mazur thanked residents for success of sneaker recycling drive, plans are to continue same.  Re: comprehensive plan, first meeting complete, second meeting planned for 7/28/09, at that time open public meetings will be planned.  Re: motion on agenda for approval of $2,500 to appraise General Supply property, asking for council support of this motion, very important for residents and members alike, along with continuation of Comprehensive Plan.  
Piskula read June, 2009 Fire report, 41 incidents to date for 2009.  Appreciates work by firefighters.  Stated resident at her door questioning state of fire department, heard firefighters went on strike and were not responding to fires.  Replied to citizen that statement was false, viable fire department in place.  Fireman’s Relief Association current balance $16,613.21.   
Mann requested Secretary report re: 1% sales tax increase as discussed at Lehigh County COG meeting this afternoon.  Secretary stated same being reviewed on county by county basis, currently in place in Philadelphia and Allegheny counties.  Hard copies of information will be forwarded upon receipt.  In addition, the five major groups PSAB, PSATS, CCAP, PLCM and PSATC are on board and approve consideration of same.  60% of funds must be used to decrease property taxes for residents.  Expect to hear more on this topic.  
Unfinished Business:  None.  

New Business:

Motion to award 2009 CDBG Handicap Curb Cuts Project is tabled until August meeting as no final recommendation received from Laurie Moyer, Lehigh County Grants and Housing Manager.
Motion by Miller, second by Mazur to approve use of Municipay services to allow the Borough of Coplay to accept credit card payments at no cost to the borough – carried.  
Motion by Mazur, second by Miller to approve hiring of Andrew Schleder as substitute Lifeguard at the Municipal Swimming pool for the 2009 season – carried.  
Motion by Schin, second by Royer to approve appraisal of General Supply property at cost of $2,500.00 utilizing Capital Reserve funds – Miller voted no – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Schin to approve resignation of Rachel Luckenbill from Coplay Borough Council effective immediately – carried.  
At this time, Pres. Mann opened the floor to nominations to fill the council vacancy.

Motion by Mazur to nominate Louis Bodish to open council vacancy.  

As there were no additional motions to nominate, motion by Mazur, second by Schin to close nominations for the open council vacancy – carried.
Motion by Schin, second by Mazur to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.  

Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for June, 2009 as presented to council – carried.      

General Fund

$  204,557.22


General Fund MM

$  201,006.70
Garbage Fund

$    41,967.08


Garbage Fund MM

$  139,666.70
State Fund

$    48,743.38
 

Police Pension Fund

$      6,860.06


Loan Account

$    29,923.77


Street Opening Fund

$      2,630.72
Recreation Fund
$      4,188.17


Garbage Truck MM

$      4,000.00

Capital Projects Fund
$    90,994.85
Motion by Mazur, second by Miller to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances:  
RESOLUTION NO. 1310
Resolution No. 1310 on the spending of federal economic renewal grants by the Borough of Coplay.  Motion by Royer, second by Mazur to adopt Resolution No. 1310.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.
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RESOLUTION NO. 1311

Resolution No. 1311 appointing Louis Bodish to the Coplay Borough Council vacancy for the designated term.  Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to adopt Resolution No. 1311.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 1 nay by Piskula, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

At this time Miller stated believes Bodish good man for council, however feels same rushed and more time should have been taken.  Piskula also stated reason for nay vote same, did not feel community received information timely so that other interested residents could apply for vacancy.  Mazur commented yea vote due to primary results, also stated same process utilized when Luckenbill appointed to vacancy.  Further discussion by Miller, Piskula and Mazur.
Mr. Bodish asked to comment, stated will be member of council as of January, 2010 anyway, and with upcoming important votes, community better served with someone who wants seat.  

Mann questioned solicitor as to when Bodish could be sworn in as member.  Solicitor responded anytime.  Mann called recess for Secretary to obtain Oath of Office and swearing in by Mayor Milander.  Bodish was sworn in as member of 92nd council.

As there was no additional business, motion by Mazur, second by Miller to adjourn meeting into executive session for discussion of lease negotiations and real estate.  May reconvene for motions if necessary.

Pres. Mann reconvened meeting at 8:45 PM.  
As there was no additional business, motion by Schin, second by Royer to adjourn meeting until next workshop on Tuesday, August 4, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. and regular meeting on Tuesday, August 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.    
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







