Workshop Meeting                                                                                       August 5, 2009
Municipal Building                                                                          
           92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Mazur, Miller, Piskula and Royer as well as Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  Schin and Mayor Milander were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St., re: SALDO and zoning ordinance on agenda.  Is this direct result of general supply property or $1.8 million loan?  Mann responded no.  Procanyn questioned if necessary because of comprehensive plan?  Mann responded no.
Joseph Lamm, 840 Catherine Dr., re: industrial activities by Scheurman not sure if in Coplay or Whitehall to rear of residence.  Rock crushing begins at 6:30 AM and continues throughout day; excessive noise and dust.  Wanted council aware of same.  Coplay police previously contacted, unable to do anything, no ordinance violation.  Mann responded will check on same. 
Walt Tompkins, 836 Catherine Dr., re: same as above.  Nothing against business, but machinery could be somewhere else on Scheurman’s property, not in backyards and disturbing residents, has plenty of room.                       
Chief Genovese reported Lehigh County Juvenile Probation requesting use of municipal gym for defensive tactics training from Wednesday, 9/9/09 through Friday, 9/11/09 from 8 AM to 4 PM daily.  Gym not in use per office.  No questions or discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.  Continued report, read email from Department of Justice re: COPS grant submitted for additional police officer, same is “pending” status after first round awards, if additional funds become available, grant will be re-reviewed for eligibility and approval.
Chief Buskaritz reported fire department attended National Night Out, no problems.  Two new firefighters on roster by end of week.  Purchased 1980 rescue truck in June, State has three times rejected plates.  Contacted Harhart’s office 7/17; still working on same; should have answer and final determination of what can be done by this Friday.  Asking if Fireman’s Relief cannot own vehicle can borough purchase same, cost was $6,500 and plates would be in borough’s name.  Mann stated see what happens Friday.  Miller suggested contacting State Fire Marshall for help or explanation; Piskula will call and take care of same.
Secretary reported updated committee appointments in packets.  Next COG meeting on Tuesday, 10/13 from 12-2 PM any interested members respond by September.  Recommendation on curb cuts bid received from Laurie Moyer, recommends awarding bid to Charles Herman at bid price of $36,087.00.  Bid from Luckenbach was denied as MWBE goods providers were not contacted.  Miller questioned, Secretary responded Minority and Women Businesses list as provided by County must be contacted for pricing when utilizing CDBG funding.  Motion at regular meeting on same.  Mandatory recycling ordinance should be ready for committee by end of next week, need discussion and recommendations from them on certain aspects and will have solicitor review same.  Current PPL bill for traffic lights at 2nd & Chestnut and Cherry & Chestnut received; cost has decreased more than 50% with installation of LED lights.  Received the examination report of Liquid Fuels Tax Fund for two years ending 12/31/07 from Auditor General, on file in office for copies or review if any member interested in same.  Status of General Supply property assessment, received call from Dietrick Group, no response from Kathy Hahn for over a week, still hoping to complete by regular meeting.  Received letter from Merchants Bank, closing Northampton office as of 10/30/09; we were slowly transitioning to Palmerton, last week met with Palmerton and set up ACH for payroll direct deposits, hope to have all at Palmerton by 9/30/09.
Problems/matters for discussion:  
Fee Schedule – fees for excessive garbage all that remains for discussion.  Mazur stated spoke with PWD Pavelko on same, feels no change needed reviewing on case by case basis and assessing fees based on estimated weight.  Mann questioned Solicitor okay with same.  Secretary stated Solicitor can provide proper wording for addition into fee schedule.  Miller questioned importing of garbage as there is an organization soliciting unsold merchandise and using towards bird rescue, also an illegal use in residential area, every other month or so a sofa or piece of furniture is out for garbage.  As all residents were increased $10 to cover these pickups and individual is bringing this in for bird rescue and than putting out for garbage; nothing is being done.  What can be done?  Thought it was zoning, this is illegal business and nothing being done.  Same was shut down once before when birds housed in garage, further discussion by Miller and Mazur, Miller stating same is business and illegal in residential, Mazur stating same is state approved and not a business.  Must go to zoning for review.  Miller again stated garbage importing issue and no extra charge.  Secretary explained currently list all larger items and residents are still to contact office for pickup, sanitation workers told not to pick up unless note given.  Miller stated television out more than two months.  Secretary stated no complaints received in office and would be forwarded to code enforcement.  Mann stated no complaints received recently.  Miller stated solicitor got information and responded zoning and code enforcement issue.  Mann stated than that is where it needs to go.
Shade Tree complaint from 436 Chestnut Street extensive decay due to carpenter ants; 2010 removal list includes two trees at this time.  2009 budget of $4,700 included trimming and removal of two trees; 2010 budget would need to increase to $5,200 for trimming and removal of three trees.  Mann suggested information be forwarded to Finance Committee for consideration during budget deliberations.  No further comments by members.
In conjunction with Comprehensive Plan reviews, URDC recommending wholesale changes to Subdivision and Land Development and Zoning Ordinances.  Approximate cost from solicitor of $2,650 for review and comments on updates.  Mann stated ordinances have not been updated since 1970’s and would include changes as presented by Helman previously.  No further comments by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Received letter of interest from Charles Sodl and Dean Molitoris to join Planning Commission for two open seats expiring on 12/31/10 and 12/31/11.  Miller requested letters be read, Sodl letter previously read at July regular meeting, Secretary read Molitoris letter.  Chief Genovese questioned Molitoris member of Civil Service Commission, is he able to hold both offices.  Secretary will check with Solicitor on same.  No further comments by members, motion at regular meeting for Sodl and Molitoris, after review by Solicitor.
Cetronia Ambulance services agreement renewal, term of five years terminating 7/31/2014, forwarded to solicitor for review and report any concerns at regular meeting.  No further comments by members, motion at regular meeting.
Received letter from Lehigh County Humane Society, same read to members.  Miller questioned how many are then picked up by owner?  Can we recoup money charged for drop off from owners?  Secretary stated only one animal last year was a dog, all others cats, doubtful that owners went to pick up same and we do not receive any information from LCHS on whether animals are picked up by owners or adopted out.  Cost will be $1 per capita for 2010 or $3,371 as compared to 2009 estimated rate of $820.  Further discussion by members on same.  Further information to be obtained by Secretary for discussion at September meeting, decision needed by 9/28/09 on same.  

Lehigh County is requesting each municipality appoint an EIT delegate, Jeffry Deutsch previously approved, and at least one alternate.  After discussion, members agreed to discuss same with Deutsch and any recommendation by him prior to request in borough newsletter for interest.
Mayor Milander was absent, no report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported streets normal operations.  Alley project complete, cost increased as additional work needed, cost is $101,301.14 and received recommendation from Engineer Stewart to disburse cost of same.  Also, experiencing electrical problems with newest mower, may need to add purchase of new to 2010 budget.  Housing Committee report inspection of all rental properties will be completed on three year rotation, @ 150 rentals per year, borough will be split into three zones, office preparing list for use by Helman on same.  IRT report installed memorial bench near kilns area, next cleanup on Whitehall section scheduled for Saturday, 8/8 and next meeting Tuesday, 8/18 at Trailhead pavilion.
Schin was absent, no report.

Miller will report on recreation at regular meeting.  CWSA May meeting minutes were changed per request by Ginder of Whitehall Township; statements in minutes were not made by him and asked same to be removed.  Notice there were corrected minutes in packets.  I was correct, minutes were wrong and am not a liar.
Bodish read April, May, June and July health/code enforcement inspector reports.  Miller questioned five health inspections to what food servers.  Bodish responded Giant, J & R Market, Log Cabin, Papa Rays and News Agency.
Mazur reported received only 136 calls re: grass, of that 116 want reinstatement.  This is only 9% of borough households, expected more response based on information previously brought to council, will meet with committee and report to council on same.  Received performance grant for 2007 recycling efforts in amount of $9,471.  Secretary previously stated status of mandatory recycling ordinance.  Comprehensive Plan next committee meeting on 8/25 and 9/22; open public meeting will be held Wednesday, 10/7/09 beginning at 6:30 PM at American Club pavilion, Cherry Street.  Miller asked that pros and cons as prepared by URDC be reviewed for public and questioned why review of grass.  Mazur stated complaints received at council meeting that residents wanted pickups reinstated; reason for newsletter question and review of same.
Piskula saving report for regular meeting.  Comment on National Night Out, appreciated council going with change in date for workshop to accommodate same.  More than 300 attendees, very diversified crowd however had hoped more council members would attend.  
Mann reported on 1% increase in sales tax, information from PSAB and Lehigh County; handouts to all members.  PSAB handout reviewed, currently in State House for vote/approval.  Will continue to review and keep up to date on same.  Also, requests preliminary budgets from each department be submitted by September regular meeting.
Hearing of persons present:  

Anne Killeen, 32 South 4th St., questioned protective covering over IRT, explanation on same given by Royer as reported at July meeting that Killeen was unable to attend.  Also questioned grass, did not respond to survey as does not want reinstatement, as stated in newsletter stated if you did not want same.  Commented that National Night Out program was nice event.

Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St., if only 100 people request grass pick up why could it not be put in garbage.  Mazur responded solid waste dump will not accept and cost of garbage tonnage is $103.75 per ton.  
At Regular meeting:

Award bid for 40 Handicap curb Cuts as recommended by Laurie Moyer, Lehigh County.
Approve fee schedule resolution.

Appoint Charles Sodl and Dean Molitoris, after review by Solicitor, as members of Planning Commission.
Approve renewal agreement with Cetronia Ambulance.
Appoint alternate EIT delegate.  
Motion by Royer, second by Bodish to adjourn meeting to executive session to discuss litigation and personnel matters.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 8/11/09 at 7 PM.
Executive session was adjourned with motion by Mazur, second by Bodish at 9:05 PM.

Borough Secretary

