Workshop Meeting                                                                August 6, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Mazur and Royer as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Mann and Recker were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., I am back and have pictures, if interested, of Center Street property.  Went up last night, seems reasonably taken care of, mostly dirt, however something there that has nothing to do with bamboo.  Signs put up in yard by Mr. Leiner saying “Thank U Coplay Town Watch” and “Annie We Love You” in the backyard.  Brief history, in January Mr. Leiner brought this up, in the Press stated community action going on, in April yard still not cleaned up and I began to question status, my opinion he used position on council so letter would not go to homeowner requiring clean up in 30 days, also believe he used community service kids through Lehigh County juvenile probation to cut bamboo and do not believe that to be right as it is private property, it’s not borough owned property, a private person benefited from community action, should have hired somebody.  It also took three months to do what should have been a three day job by professionals.  I consider the sign an act of bullying, harassment or something, I am not a lawyer.  And, how much did this cost borough in collecting this as garbage, was there an additional charge?  In the course of telling people about the property and signs, many asked if there would be help for them with their neighbors as well.  If this is an example of what is going to happen to people who come with a legitimate complaint, I think something should be done, some kind of sanction.  People that come in here, right or wrong, nobody should be made a fool of, this is abuse of power and has no right to do this as a councilman, what can be done.  Mr. Bodish responded does not have answers as first time seeing this, looking at this pictures I am disappointed, Ms. Killeen came to council with a concern and this is inappropriate and childish.  Mr. Leiner responded you are entitled to your opinion.  Ms. Killeen stated it is act of bullying, when talking to people regarding situation responded to me, bet that councilman was not happy at meetings every month dogging him to get job done.  Mr. Leiner stated sorry feel that way, statements are inaccurate, wild charges that make little sense to me, puzzled, presentations last few meetings speak for themselves.  Ms. Killeen questioned if council will speak with solicitor about this issue.  Mr. Bodish stated can ask question but do not know.  Ms. Killeen continued, recent write up in paper about Macungie council person arrested for urinating on neighbor’s property and was asked to resign, don’t know if this is disease councilmen are getting, I am joking.  Mr. Leiner stated your joking can be abusive also, I would hope that next month this is no longer allowed to continue.  Mr. Bodish requested copies of pictures.
EMA Coordinator Keller requesting approval for coin toss on Saturday, September 1 from 8 am to 4 pm at North 2nd & Chestnut Streets.  Mayor Bundra questioned if coin toss with fire department.  EMA Coordinator Keller responded no, just EMA.  Motion at regular meeting.  
PWD Pavelko reported curb painting at approximately 12 intersections so far, ongoing curb line weed removal, 1 ton cold patch used, assisted with installation of camera system at bath house and fire department building, storm cleanup of branches, gazebo bench repaired, IRT storm drain clean out, weed spraying at parkway and tot lot, hedges trimmed at borough hall, pavilion and library, trimmed Chestnut Street trees for sight line issues and at parkway, continued grass cutting and trimming, routine vehicle maintenance, plumbing fixture repairs at borough hall and parkway, replaced failed pump on pool filter, changed vent motor in men’s bathroom, pavilion doors lubed and cleaned, and ongoing signs.  Mr. Bodish stated good work on weed cleanup along curb lines.
Chief Genovese reported July busy month with fireworks and security every Friday at Coplay Saengerbund.  Cameras in place and on line at pool and parkway, should consider additional cameras in future as system is  easy to expand for just cost of cameras and licenses.  Received email from Whitehall police regarding mosquito spraying on IRT loop, appears to be state or county project, on Tuesday, August 7.
Chief Buskaritz read July, 2012 fire report, 11 calls for month with 77 incidents year to date which is more than in previous years.  Fire department will be in attendance at National Night Out for arrival of Medivac.  Friday night will be setting up lights at pool for dip and dance.  And the 2000 van was sold shortly after the meeting last month.
Secretary reported County Commissioners did approve the 2013 CDBG funding, we will receive $30,000 and this will finish all curb cuts within the borough.  Update received from solicitor, letter was sent to SBA regarding site agreement, they may contact to be placed on next week’s agenda, however nothing to date.  
Workshop Meeting                                                                August 6, 2012

Discussion of any problems/matters:
Boards and Commissions: letter of resignation received from Carl Hobel currently on Coplay Board of Appeals until 12/31/2013.  Motion needed at regular meeting.  Mr. Leiner questioned reason, if not personal.  Secretary responded email stated moved out of area.  

Request received from Cub Scout Pack 32 for use of pavilion at no fee for annual Rain Gutter Regatta on Thursday, August 16, 2012.  Minimal questions and comments by members, motion at regular meeting. 

Pres. Bodish asked for any additional items for discussion.  None.   
Mayor Bundra reported received invitation from Northampton Mayor Reenock to attend tour of Atlas Museum with five attendees from China, Northampton has only cement museum in US.  National Night Out tomorrow night, strongly support this event as it brings neighbors together, recommends residents put front light on to show support.  Spoke with North Catasauqua Mayor Molchany about obtaining “Stop” located on railroad tracks in North Catasauqua for use at IRT caboose site, working on same.  Joint safety meeting on 7/18, discussed replacement of yellow pickup, safety committee recommending review by finance to replace, next meeting is 8/15, and on 8/6 public works employees had their safety meeting.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations in streets department, commented on good job with line painting and weed control.  One door at pavilion will be serviced, panels to be replaced by Community Days.  CWSA, Coplay Creek interceptor project has been okayed to start, also having issues with PENNDOT with relocation of sewer line at Hokendauqua Bridge, pier will be over lines so must be moved.  Received new utility truck, questioned board about old vehicle, authority asked both Whitehall and Coplay if any interest, Whitehall had no interest, Coplay is interested, and subsequently board motioned to sell vehicle to Coplay for $1, in process of having title transferred.  IRT, caboose delivered to new home, thanks to Sidleck Welding & Fabricators, Scheurmann Excavating and volunteers who helped, also M & M Landscaping has offered to landscape area at no cost to IRT.  Mr. Leiner commented caboose looks great, well done.  Mayor Bundra stated has concern with sharp turn, Whitehall has three times requested additional stop sign through state, with no success, feels this is safety concern and with caboose now installed, could cause additional issues.
Recker was absent, no report.   
Mazur reported 231 incidents for July, 2012 with 6 arrests, 30 parking tickets and 29 traffic arrests, 2 written warnings for traffic violations and 5 written warnings for equipment violations.  Beginning contract negotiations with police officers.  National Night Out is wonderful program, consider attending, supports Coplay especially with crime on the rise.  Comprehensive plan, at April planning commission meeting recommended council review implementation of the downtown civic plaza, at July planning commission meeting had guest, Victor from Northampton, attend who shared ideas on how to fund the plaza.  As such, called committee meeting to discuss ideas and will be sending letter to Giant to begin negotiations and then include the other businesses in area, to work together to improve the downtown.
Groller reported received confirmation from First Northern Bank & Trust approving loan for 38 South 4th Street from rate of 4.6% to 3.12%.  Library, council committee met with Library board committee to begin discussions on long range funding, decided board committee will come back to council with their plan for funding.  
Leiner reported health running smoothly, Mr. Helman around town, reviewing issues, thanked residents for patience in attempts to get things accomplished.
Mann was absent, no report.   
Bodish reported sanitation and recycling running at normal operations.  Would like to explain to all of council how committees are to work, there is a chairman and two committee members for each committee, committee is to discuss any issues together and come up with logical solution, the chair will then advise council of findings and all of council will vote if necessary.  As such it is not just one person making decisions.  If anyone on council has any issues for a committee they are not on, they should bring the concern to the chair or another member of that committee.  Mr. Bodish asked for any questions, none by members.  Also, received letter from Mr. Dickman regarding installation of “Crime Watch” sign to front of residence, letter read.  Mayor Bundra stated this has been ongoing issue and as such only approved use of “Neighborhood Watch” signs so as to apply to both organizations in borough, Chief Genovese agreed with this statement, signs do not recognize either group specifically, also PWD Pavelko stated when handicap sign removed, post was also removed, so this would have to be reinstalled, “Neighborhood Watch” signs are common ground for both groups.  
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Pres. Bodish questioned if council wants to bring up for vote next week.  Mr. Leiner stated do not have to act on it if you don’t want to, let it lay on table, was here for previous discussions and this is dead issue, we looked for those different signs and council voted unanimously to use those signs.  Pres. Bodish requested council consider issue and will bring up for further discussion at September workshop meeting.  Additionally, received letter from Mr. Mann, he will be resigning from borough council for personal issues, we will need motion to accept resignation and motion for secretary to advertise.  Secretary stated would be able to advertise on Thursday, August 23rd, what dates would council like to receive applications.  After discussion, members decided to accept applications from Friday, August 24 to Tuesday, September 4 at 3 pm which gives members time to review applicants until regular meeting following week where motion to appoint will be voted on.  
At this time, Mayor Bundra requested addition to report, also in working with Mayor Molchany in North Catasauqua, Mayor Molchany stated commends how Coplay and North Catasauqua police departments work together, impressed with cooperation and thanked Chief Genovese.

Mr. Leiner stated disappointed when someone leaves office, Coplay has had colorful elections in town and not everyone agrees, but speaking for myself, I admire anyone who becomes an elected official in our town, it is an interesting job and you put up with things that make you wonder why you are doing it, am upset to hear this especially that it is tied in with personal issues.  I admire all who serve and previously served, can be best moments and other wonder what you are doing this for.

Hearing of persons present: None.  
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on EMA coin toss.

Vote on resignation of Carl Hobel from Board of Appeals.
Vote on use of pavilion at no fee by Cub Scout Pack 32.
Vote on resignation of Mr. Mann and advertisement for open position on council.
Motion by Leiner, second by Royer to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

