20th Regular Meeting 

    
                        

August 11, 2009
Municipal Building                                                               

92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Mazur, Miller, Piskula, and Royer.  Solicitor Preston was also present.  Schin and Mayor Milander were absent.   Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of July 14, 2009 were approved with change as requested by Miller to add statement by Mr. Schreiner of “I would like to tell you the truth”, as presented to council by secretary -  carried.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Kevin Heckman and Pati Aurely, 156 N 8th St., stating Balliet field area still not cleaned up, tarp hanging over fence, tarp on ground and sunlight glares off same directly into windows, pictures of same.  Miller stated will forward to Helman for review under property maintenance code.

Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., if borough intends to purchase General Supply property suggests council conduct ground or water studies to possibly open “government center” including police, streets, council, borough office, etc. all in one area.
Reading of correspondence:  
Dean Molitoris re: application for open position on Planning Commission.
Merchants Bank re: notification of Northampton branch office closing.  
Scott Hubler re: use of parkway parking lot for bus trip.  
Mayor was absent, no report.  
Solicitor had no report.  
Engineer report.  Letter read by Borough Secretary, recommending payment to Bracalente Construction for 2009 Paving projects, including three change orders, in amount of $101,301.15.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Piskula thanked fire department for attendance at National Night Out program; aiding MedEvac landing.  More than 300 residents in attendance.  Thanked police department as well.  Disappointed in number of council members attending.  Read July, 2009 Fire report and Fireman’s Relief Association report, balance is $15,946.46.  Re: license plates for new fire vehicle purchased with Fireman’s Relief funds, contacted State Fire Marshall, secured necessary paperwork to correct same.    
Royer reported streets normal operations.  Street committee will meet to discuss 2010 street paving projects and budget.  Discussion with PWD Pavelko on Chestnut Street shade tree, recommending same be included in 2010 budget, tree very deteriorated.  Received information from Engineer re: storm sewer projects at Front & Hokendauqua and Schreiber Avenue, same will be discussed in committee.  Housing Committee, still awaiting completed list for certificate of occupancy inspections of rentals.  IRT report, cleanup on Whitehall section this past Saturday.  Grass being dumped along trail between Ruch & 2nd Streets, Dale Donovan taking care of removal and contacting residents in area.  Next meeting Tuesday, 8/18/09 at 7 PM at Trailhead pavilion.
Miller reported pool fine, will report numbers next month.  Re: CWSA article in Whitehall-Coplay Press attended Whitehall Commissioners meeting last night, still good intermunicipal relations, but Whitehall unsure of status or what to do with CWSA.  At this point, just fact finding to determine options available.  Further report on same including information on possible capacity issues in future with ongoing housing developments in Whitehall Township.  Lastly, Whitehall meeting allows attendees to speak on each issue prior to decision by commissioners, does increase length of meeting, but not bad idea, something to consider in future.
Bodish read April, May, June and July, 2009 Health/Code Enforcement reports.  Health inspector slowly catching up on overdue health licenses.  Received abandoned vehicle information, will discuss same with Helman.  At Balliet stadium yesterday, weeds are trimmed, will along with Helman followup on same and review under property maintenance code.  
Mazur reported re: pictures of Balliet Stadium received from Heckman last month were reviewed with Dennis Podorsky directly, most equipment in area is necessary.  Problem seems to be a lack of volunteers.
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At this time, Dennis Podorsky of Legion Baseball asked to speak, same granted.  Tarps are to keep down weeds, he is only person who trims, cuts grass, uses to create less work.  Requests meeting with all parties at field to make appropriate corrections; first time ever complaints received by any area resident against ballfield.  Heckman attempted to make statements.  Mann stopped same and stated a review of conditions will be completed by code enforcement officer Helman.
Mazur continued report, received $9,471 for 2007 recycling performance grant.  Secretary preparing mandatory recycling ordinance for review by committee and passage by council in near future.  Comprehensive Plan public meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, 10/7/09 at 6:30 PM at American Club of Coplay Pavilion, encouraging resident attendance at same.  Reviewed pros and cons as preliminarily prepared by URDC.  Next committee meeting scheduled for 8/25/09.  Miller questioned anything on police negotiations?  Mazur responded nothing from committee chair.
Mann reported on 1% sales tax increase, still being debated at State level.  Requests all department budgets by September regular meeting.  
Unfinished Business:  
Motion by Miller, second by Royer to award 2008 CDBG Handicap Curb Cuts project to Charles D. Herman, Inc. at bid of $36,087.00 as recommended by Laurie Moyer, Grants and Housing Manager, County of Lehigh – carried.
New Business:

Motion by Miller, second by Mazur to approve use of municipal gym by Lehigh County Juvenile Probation from Wednesday, September 9, 2009 through Friday, September 11, 2009 8 AM – 4 PM daily – carried.
Motion by Royer, second by Bodish to approve use of parkway parking lot by Scott Hubler on Sunday, October 4, 2009 for family bus trip - carried.  
Motion by Miller, second by Mazur to approve review of SALDO and Zoning Ordinances by Solicitor at approximate cost of $2,650.00 – carried.    
Motion by Bodish, second by Miller to approve appointment of Charles Sodl as member of Planning Commission to fill open seat expiring on 12/31/2010 – Miller asked for roll call vote – Bodish – yea, Mazur – yea, Miller – nay, Piskula – nay, Royer – yea, Schin – absent, Mann – yea.  Roll call vote resulted in 4 yeas, 2 nays, 1 absent – carried.
Motion by Royer, second by Mazur to approve payment to Bracalante Construction in the amount of $101,301.15 from Capital Projects Loan as recommended by Engineer Stewart – carried.
Motion by Bodish, second by Miller to approve sending a draft of Complaint for Equitable Relief to William R. Bogush providing five (5) days to correct the issues with properties located at 909 Chestnut Street and 123 North 7th Street – carried.

Motion by Mazur, second by Bodish to authorize filing of complaint in the Lehigh County Court of Common Pleas if the properties located at 909 Chestnut Street and 123 North 7th Street are not corrected within five (5) days – carried.  
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.  

Motion by Mazur, second by Bodish to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for July, 2009 as presented to council – carried.      

General Fund

$  152,224.55


General Fund MM

$  201,496.87
Garbage Fund

$    33,207.19


Garbage Fund MM

$  120,497.28
State Fund

$    39,864.59
 

Police Pension Fund

$      6,860.29


Loan Account

$      4,449.17


Street Opening Fund

$      2,630.83
Recreation Fund
$      4,188.17


Garbage Truck MM

$      4,027.75
Capital Projects Fund
$    87,809.08
Motion by Miller, second by Bodish to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.
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Resolutions and Ordinances:  
RESOLUTION NO. 1312
Resolution No. 1312 updating the Fee Schedule for the Borough of Coplay.  Motion by Miller, second by Royer to adopt Resolution No. 1312.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 1313
Resolution No. 1313 authorizing an agreement to provide emergency medical services with Cetronia Ambulance Corps.  Motion by Bodish, second by Mazur to adopt Resolution No. 1313.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

At this time Miller stated voted nay for Sodl as believes does not have best interest of borough in mind.  
As there was no additional business, motion by Miller, second by Mazur to adjourn meeting into executive session for discussion of personnel and lease negotiations.  May reconvene for motions if necessary.

Pres. Mann reconvened meeting at 9:08 PM.  
As there was no additional business, motion by Bodish, second by Royer to adjourn meeting until next workshop on Tuesday, September 1, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. and regular meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.    
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







