8th Regular Meeting 

    
           

August 14, 2012
Municipal Building                                         

94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Mazur, and Royer.  Mayor Bundra and Solicitor Pereira were also present.  Mann and Recker were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of July 10, 2012 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried.  
Hearing of persons present: 
Maryrose Farquhar, Coplay Public Library, just wanted to comment, appreciate all of the help public works employees have given over last few months, really helped a lot getting chairs or anything else that was needed, come in discuss what is needed and get the job done, just wanted to acknowledge this publicly as they have been a great help to us.  
Reading of correspondence:  

Coplay Public Library re: letter thanking for support.


Carl Hobel re: resignation from Board of Appeals.


Cub Scout Pack 32 re: use of pavilion at no fee on Thursday, August 16.


Marvin P. Mann II re: resignation from borough council.


Connie Rivers re: resignation from Coplay Library Board.

Mayor Bundra stated gave report at workshop meeting, with just one addition, I would like to apologize to Coplay and to borough council for not speaking up at last week’s workshop meeting, a resident presented herself about an issue and she was offended by how an elected official reacted which was to put signs in a yard, I believe it is proper for council to request this official give a public apology to this resident.  All members agreed.  Mr. Leiner stated does not believe council has entire facts and thinks it is admirable that members of council are rushing to help this resident however not having all facts, has been an exercise in futility because council does not have all the facts and therefore from my judgment, if I have done anything to offend the lady since she moved into the borough, I certainly apologize, but not having facts in this matter does not warrant a singular apology for that, but I will extend an apology for anything I did to offend her since whenever she has moved into Coplay, that’s where I am at.  I give you Pres. Bodish credit for allowing her to speak her peace meeting after meeting, that is a good thing, but unfortunately there is no effort, this is not a jury, there is no effort and does not need to be to figure out the facts, when people act without the facts, they draw conclusions without the data and any attorney will tell you that is not a good thing to do.  Having said that I will apologize to her for anything I may have done since whenever she moved into the borough.  Pres. Bodish stated my question is, and she did come before council last couple meetings and talked about it, as I spoke last week stated felt sign was very inappropriate and childish.  Mr. Leiner stated you are entitled to your opinion.  Pres. Bodish continued you do have your say, but you are a public official, it was inappropriate and in my opinion reflects back to this council, I take this as serious, since I am the one everyone looks to, I was disappointed, the facts to me was she did complain, she did speak out and do not believe her name should have been put out there on a sign.  Mr. Leiner stated do you know for sure that it referred to her.  Pres. Bodish stated yes, she was the only one to complain.  Mr. Leiner stated that is a conclusion.  Pres. Bodish stated than yes that would be my conclusion, I feel you owe Annie an apology and you owe council an apology, you are sitting on this board as part of the organization.  Mr. Leiner stated and I would say the same to you that, if I did anything since the reorganization meeting in 2012 that upset anyone on this panel, please accept my apology and I hope the matter rests after this meeting.  Pres. Bodish questioned Ms. Killeen if she had any comments or questions.  Ms. Killeen stated what am I supposed to say.  Mr. Leiner stated you are supposed to keep it going.  Ms. Killeen stated what do you mean keep it going.  Mr. Leiner stated I don’t know I am totally baffled by this, I apologized to you.  Mayor Bundra stated he did not apologize.  Ms. Killeen stated just put it in the records he refuses to apologize for putting my name on a sign in the yard and leave it at that, let the facts sit, let everyone know in the borough what Mr. Leiner has done, what he can do, but I do agree Pres. Bodish you do have to answer for council, it’s very bad to think that a property can be let go so bad and people questioned me as to why the neighbors weren’t complaining, why are you, maybe if the neighbor’s around her house did it, their names would be on the sign to, I think it is an ethical violation of a Coplay councilperson, I heard all of you say your peace 
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and I heard what he did, you cannot be held responsible for something he does or doesn’t do, that’s fine, but it is in the public and let the public know what kind of man he is and the people of Coplay elected him, not my business, it doesn’t mean I’m happy, but I am confused.  Mr. Mazur added if I was in the situation, I was elected by the people and when it comes to that we must give you the most respect, whether I am right or wrong about a situation there is no way I would humiliate anyone, you people elected me and all of us. So, do I agree with what Mr. Leiner said, no it is almost like a double standard and I am disappointed, but what it comes down to is I would apologize for any wrongdoings, Mr. Leiner these people elected you.  Mr. Leiner stated do you have an impulse to apologize for missing 40% of the meetings since you have been reelected.  Pres. Bodish stated this was discussed, we are talking about something else.  Mr. Leiner stated I apologized to the lady for anything that I may have done since she moved into the borough, now if you don’t accept that and you don’t have to accept it, that is your call.  Pres. Bodish questioned if that apology includes the sign.  Mr. Leiner stated the apology covers any amount of time from when she moved into town until today you conclude whether that satisfies you.  Ms. Killeen added there should be a job description for council known to residents or soon to be residents, you should be unbiased in your representation and he is definitely bias, he proved that himself, I ask that his pay be docked for one month, if I had a job description and worked somewhere, there should be a punishment, I don’t want his pay, but he deserves punishment.  Pres. Bodish questioned solicitor if there is any recourse by council.  Solicitor Pereira stated when dealing with public officials in their official capacity there are certain things that you can and can’t do, this is not something done in his official capacity as a council member and it was certainly not authorized by council in any way, so there is no official action council would have to take relative to that action, there is no guidance in the borough code for something of this nature.  Ms. Killeen stated would like a subcommittee created to review use of help for community activities, kids having to do community service, otherwise anyone can say let’s help Mr. Bodish do his yard and we’ll get kids to do the work, someone should check on this to make sure it is unbiased because that lady got her yard cleaned up, she’s not a veteran or didn’t give money to Library or she’s not a hero, that lady got free yard service, something like that has got to be stopped, but he did it under Coplay Town Watch and that is how he is going to get around it and that’s fine, so we will just let it lay the way it is because you can’t do anything, but that is okay because it is out in the public and this is what he did.

Solicitor Pereira reported they have been contacted by PA Liquor Control Board to schedule a hearing for the noise exemption for the Coplay Saengerbund it is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, August 30, 2012 at 10 AM, we are awaiting confirmation from the LCB as they had to contact the Saengerbund to make sure the facility was available, once I receive confirmation I will inform the Secretary and she will pass that information on to all of you.  It will also be advertised publicly, so anyone interested in attending is welcome.
Engineer was absent, no report.  

Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations in streets department, continued curb painting and center lines on 2nd & Chestnut streets were redone.  Today we received CWSA truck, transfer completed, being readied for use.  
Recker was absent, no report.    

Mazur read Coplay Police report for July, 2012, 231 incidents for the month with 6 arrests, 29 traffic arrests, 2 written warnings for traffic violations, 5 written warnings for equipment/vehicle violations and 30 parking tickets issued.  Had first meeting for police negotiations thought it went well, scheduled next meeting for upcoming Monday, will continue to keep council informed.  Comprehensive plan committee met to discuss specifics to include in letter to Giant asking to donate land for use as downtown civic plaza, letter was sent last week by Secretary Gyecsek and we are awaiting their response.  Saturday attended a punk festival being held at our pavilion, just wanted to bring this up because they accepted food for the local food bank from attendees and wanted to state that the pavilion is being used for this and other events that benefit local charities and organizations.
Groller reported normal operations in finance, nothing further to report.  
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Leiner reported normal operations in health, thanked Ron Helman for continued work making sure properties are cleaned up and thanked public works employees for their work cleaning up weeds along roadways, looking much better.  
Mann was absent, no report.  
Bodish reported recycling and sanitation normal operations.  There will be no garbage collection on Labor Day holiday, all pickups will be pushed back one day that week.  Also, I was approached about the Properties of Merit flyer, it says “former Mayor Bill Leiner, Jr. will present a Mayor’s Achievement Award”, I have no problem with former Mayor Bill Leiner, Jr. however I do have a problem with Mayor’s Achievement Award, a Mayor’s achievement award should be given out by Mayor Bundra.  Mr. Leiner asked if it states it is a Coplay Mayor’s achievement award.  Pres. Bodish responded it states Mayor’s achievement award and it is coming out of Coplay Properties of Merit and yes it would be a Coplay Mayor’s award.  Mr. Leiner asked Solicitor Pereira to respond to this concern.  Solicitor Pereira stated it is misleading to people that it is from the Mayor of Coplay.  Mr. Leiner asked if she has ever seen the award.  Solicitor Pereira responded no, I have not.  Mr. Leiner stated on the award it states presented by former Coplay Mayor Bill Leiner Jr. , what is the law on using the title of Mayor after they are out of office.  Solicitor Pereira responded they cannot put themselves out to be the Mayor, if they are no longer the Mayor.  Mr. Leiner stated and if they are using that position to prejudice someone, to fool someone or to take advantage of someone isn’t that the case.  Solicitor Pereira responded correct but it gives the impression that it is coming from the Mayor of Coplay, that is the concern.  Mr. Leiner stated the flyer clearly states former Mayor, is that read as such.  Solicitor Pereira stated it is where it says “Mayor’s Achievement Award” that is the issue.  Mr. Leiner questioned even if given by the former Mayor, I think you should look into the matter more and come back with the law.  Pres. Bodish stated issues previously brought up in 2009 and 2011 for using Mayor.  Mr. Leiner stated that was run past the PA State Mayor’s Association, it is okay, they sent the law, which I provided back in 2009.  Pres. Bodish stated you are saying former Mayor, but giving out a Mayor’s achievement award, if you want to give out a Mayor’s achievement award you better make it “former”, anyone who looks at this flyer will think Mayor Bundra is giving out the award, is Mayor Bundra giving out the award.  Mr. Leiner stated he is welcome to attend.  Pres. Bodish continued does Mayor have an award, does council have an award.  Mayor Bundra stated no award from Mayor.  Mr. Leiner stated council can give out Certificate of Appreciation as an award to any volunteer that we see fit and agree to award to.  Pres. Bodish stated that is voted on this is not.  Mr. Leiner requested a legal opinion.  Solicitor Pereira stated with council direction will look into it.  Mr. Leiner stated that will cost us money, so before it costs us money I will add “former” to the award, don’t want to spend the money.  Pres. Bodish restated flyer says former Mayor Bill Leiner, Jr. presenting Mayor’s Achievement Award.  Mr. Leiner questioned and that leads you to believe that I am still Mayor.  Pres. Bodish responded yes.  Mr. Royer stated it is confusing.  Pres. Bodish stated we do not have a Mayor’s achievement award.  Mr. Royer added and why wouldn’t the current Mayor be issuing that.  Pres. Bodish stated it is misleading.  Mr. Leiner stated so as to save the taxpayers dollar I will add “former” to the award will that satisfy folks here.  All members agreed that would be best.  Mr. Leiner added it will be a good event and all are invited.
Unfinished Business:  None.  
New Business:

Motion by Leiner, second by Mazur to approve Emergency Management coin toss on Saturday, September 1, 2012 – carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to approve resignation of Carl Hobel on Coplay Board of Appeals with term expiring on 12/31/2013 - carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to approve use of Coplay Parkway Pavilion by Cub Scout Pack 32 on Thursday, August 16, 2012 with no fee except $35 charge for cleaning if necessary – carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to accept resignation of Marvin P. Mann II as member of borough council – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Leiner to authorize Secretary to advertise to accept letters of interest for vacancy on borough council from August 24 to September 4, 2012 at 3 PM – carried.
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Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to accept resignation of Connie Rivers as member of Coplay Library Board – carried.

Motion by Leiner, second by Mazur to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.

Motion by Groller, second by Mazur to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for July, 2012 as presented to council – carried.  

General Fund

$    94,271.73


General Fund MM

$  318,806.29
Garbage Fund

$    30,396.20


Garbage Fund MM

$  181,400.60
State Fund

$    42,341.06
 

Police Pension Fund

$      3,222.61


Loan Account

$      1,385.38


Street Opening Fund

$    10,521.35
Recreation Fund
$    25,594.54


Emergency Services Fund
$    25,472.04
Garbage Truck MM
$    22,757.12


Capital Projects Fund

$      4,043.23
Dept. Projects Account $  39,172.06


SALDO Escrow Fund

$      1,229.10
Payroll


$    14,749.39
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances: None. 

Pres. Bodish asked for any further business.  Mr. Mazur added that National Night Out event held last week was well attended and thanked Mr. Leiner for preparation and hard work.

As there was no further business to discuss, motion by Leiner, second by Royer to adjourn meeting until next workshop meeting on Tuesday, September 4, 2012 at 7 PM and regular meeting Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 7 PM. 
Attest  

Borough Secretary 

