Workshop Meeting                                                                September 4, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Recker and Royer as well as Mayor Bundra, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Mazur and EMA Coordinator Keller were absent, with one vacancy on council.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St., quick question, at the August meetings there was no mention about when you will start working on the 2013 budget.  Mr. Groller responded will be asking for budgets this evening.  
EMA Coordinator Keller was absent, no report.  
PWD Pavelko reported curb painting has used 25 gallons of paint, weeds cleaned from curbs and will continue to spray new growth, community days preparation and teardown about 10 days of work, dog kennel floor concreted, tree trimming at parkway and Center Street, routine grass cutting, street/security light installed at Coplay Sports with light being donated by Mayor Bundra, stop lines at 2nd & Chestnut, 2nd & Center and 2nd & Hokendauqua replaced, and crosswalk tape installation begun.  
Chief Genovese reported 200 calls for month of August with 6 arrests, 22 traffic arrests, 12 written warnings and 22 parking tickets.  No issues with Coplay Community Days event.  Attended liquor control board hearing at Coplay Saengerbund on Thursday, August 30 along with Secretary Gyecsek and Mayor Bundra, none in attendance spoke against exception and approximately 30 in attendance to support, awaiting decision from liquor control board.  Today was first day of school, additional officer out checking bus stops and traffic in area with the increased pedestrian traffic.  Kennel changes were completed as we must keep dogs for minimum of 48 hours prior to turning over to The Sanctuary at Haafsville, public works crew concreted pad instead of dirt and will be adding roof, already have dog house, will be sufficient shelter for animals.  Mr. Bodish questioned how many dogs we have had to date this year.  Chief Genovese responded three dogs so far.  Ms. Jacoby in audience questioned what is done in case of stray cats.  Chief Genovese responded there is no ordinance for cats, there is nothing done.
Chief Buskaritz read August, 2012 fire report, 11 calls for month.  Front door and lock replaced, working well.  
Secretary reported received 5 applications for vacant council position of Sophie Kesselring, Jocelyn Wedge, Charles Sodl, Beverly Miller and Karl Korsak, copies of each letter to all members.  Request from Mr. Helman to review sidewalk ordinance, would like to include installation of sidewalks if they don’t already have them when completing certificate of occupancy inspections if house is being sold, at this time ordinance states must be approved by borough council as each property comes up, Mr. Helman would like the ordinance changed to state both borough council and the building code official would be authorized to require sidewalk installation.  With this scenario, council would still have final say in any appeals on sidewalk situations.  Mr. Helman further explained requires bad sidewalks that cause a safety issue to be replaced, having no sidewalk also safety concern, walkers must go into roadway, adjoining houses have sidewalks and handicap ramps are already installed but no sidewalk.  Secretary stated we also require sidewalk installation and/or replacement when a roadway is repaved and would still have option to waive installation in case it is not feasible to install such as area around ball field at North 8th where steepness of properties prohibit sidewalks.  Mr. Bodish stated should go into committee for further review.  Mr. Groller questioned which committee.  Mr. Bodish stated either housing as Mr. Helman under that committee or streets as it has to do with sidewalks.  Mr. Royer stated since involves CO, isn’t this a surprise to seller and/or buyer when they go into closing.  Mr. Helman stated would not be as CO inspection is normally done immediately by homeowner when house is put on market, so it would not be last minute.  Secretary stated also could be sold “as is” allowing for purchaser to complete necessary upgrades which could include sidewalks, they would be issued temporary CO and allowed time period to make all upgrades.  Mr. Bodish would like recommendation from housing committee.  Mr. Leiner stated would like weigh in from housing however would be hard pressed to agree with this action, content with ordinance as is when a street gets done, sidewalk must be installed.  Secretary stated will prepare information and get copies to committee for their review.  Code of ordinances is now available on disk, searchable by key words, copies to all members, also this information through new publisher Keystate is available on borough website.  Yearly minimum municipal obligations for all pension plans prepared per actuarial, no contribution for police pension plan for 2013, motion at regular meeting.  Received from planning commission suggestion to form visionary team to assist Mr. Mazur in moving ahead with downtown civic plaza project, team will consist of non-elected officials, business leaders, etc. to help keep process moving, plan on including on borough website and in next newsletter.  Mr. Sodl in audience added thought process by planning commission was that council already has enough projects, this local committee would report to Mr. Mazur, get 5 to 7 members in cooperation with council to get project started, that was our thought process.
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Discussion of any problems/matters:
Boards and Commissions: letter of resignation received from Dean Molitoris currently on Coplay Planning Commission until 12/31/2016 and letter of interest from Frank Stoisits to fill open appointment on Coplay Board of Appeals with term expiring on 12/31/2013.  Motions at regular meeting, no questions by members.    

Request for donation received from Greater LV Visiting Nurses - $50.00 donation given in 2011.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting. 

Request for donation received from Meals on Wheels of Lehigh County - $50.00 donation given in 2011.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting. 

Pres. Bodish asked for any additional items for discussion.  None.   
Mayor Bundra reported all members of workplace safety committee have received training from PA Department of Labor & Industry, next meeting will be Wednesday, 9/19/2012 at 2:45 pm.  Commitment to Family and Community next meeting will be held Monday, 9/10/2012.  Commented on success of Coplay Community Days, weather was very good, good entertainment, organizations did well and attended by many, very pleased with results.  Another positive for Coplay is Caboose installed at North Ruch Street in cooperation with Whitehall and North Whitehall Townships, still more work needed to fully complete project, put very happy with progress.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations in streets department, thanked public works employees for set up, tear down and other issues occurring before, during and after Community Days.  Streets committee is recommending replacement of hot water pressure washer that failed earlier in the year, cost to replace is approximately $2,300.00.  CWSA report, Coplay Creek Interceptor project is underway and will take approximately two years to complete.  IRT had good weekend with wheel at Community Days, Saturday 9/8/12 is cleanup at 8 AM and next meeting will be Tuesday 9/18/12 at Coplay at 7 PM.  

Recker reported pool closed for season, will review opening and closing dates with committee prior to next season.  Questioned secretary when receipt numbers will be available.  Secretary responded by regular meeting.  Mayor stated other pools close earlier due to lifeguard availability.  
Mazur was absent, no report.  

Groller reported no other report for finance except requesting all budgets be turned in by October workshop meeting.  Per Solicitor, need a motion by council to authorize solicitor to advertise the renegotiated terms of the general obligation note, requesting same be placed on agenda at regular meeting.  Mr. Leiner questioned what was being renegotiated.  Mr. Groller responded extended drawdown period for loan of one additional year, no change to interest rate or amount of loan.
Leiner stated will report at regular meeting.  
Bodish reported sanitation and recycling running at normal operations.  Thanked public works department for work at Coplay Community Days, along with emergency services, all the organizations who put time in to make event what it was and all the people who attended community days to make it a success.  
Hearing of persons present: 

Joan Jacoby, 2 North 9th St., statements to police regarding break in at her home, person was captured by another department.  Happened to be at another hearing and saw him brought before judge.  This was contractor who had done work at prior home, this was the person who had tried to break into my home.
Beverly Miller, 40 North 5th St., have question for Mr. Helman, says there are about a dozen homes that need sidewalks, how many of those homes are on roadways that were already paved or roads that need to be paved?  It is probably something that was thought about, but should be, by doing that through a CO it is burdening the homeowner, even though you say it is passed on to the person buying the house it makes it hard for the homeowner to sell house.  Mr. Helman stated they have curbs just not sidewalks.  Ms. Miller stated current ordinance says only need to install sidewalks when roadway is paved, if it is long area.  Look at problem when someone had bad sidewalks and they came before council, was an issue.  Mr. Helman stated but they all fixed their sidewalks.  Ms. Miller stated they did but there was problem, but that instance sidewalks needed to be fixed for safety, now stating sidewalk must be installed as stipulation of being sold.  Mr. Bodish stated not necessarily as this is being sent to housing committee for review and recommendation.  Ms. Miller stated not saying he is doing it, but giving you the insight of what it would be like for a homeowner if you were to say this to them and you are saying just add it on to cost of the house or sell it “as is”, but you are still 
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burdening the homeowner, for only 12 homes is it really necessary when eventually when the road is done it will be done then.  Mr. Bodish again stated will be going to housing committee.  Ms. Miller stated giving her opinion, something to think about, especially if only for twelve homes.  Mr. Helman stated it is probably more than that just wanted to throw a number out.  Mayor Bundra and Mr. Bodish agreed there are a lot more than twelve homes within the borough in need of sidewalks.  Mr. Helman stated it is not fair to residents who have sidewalks and are responsible for the maintenance of those sidewalks.  Ms. Miller stated that is why there is an ordinance to have them installed when a street is paved, seems to be detriment to those trying to sell their homes.  Mr. Bodish stated either way you are making them install.  Ms. Miller stated but that would be the existing homeowner, not doing it when they are trying to sell their house, big difference.  Another thing, has anyone attended the CWSA discussions with Allentown as far as them selling, it would have been nice to have input from the borough at the meetings with Mayor Pawlowski.  Mr. Royer responded no.  Ms. Miller continued it is something to think about because it will raise our costs and was curious because the Lehigh County Authority put their name in for it and there is actually litigation between the sewer authority, we haven’t got a report on that.  LCA and CWSA were in dispute with Allentown over some charges, they feel they were over charged and not sure if that was ever settled, surprised LCA would be allowed to put in a bid, would rather see another authority take it over than a private business because a private business has more reason to increase costs because they took over water in certain areas of Allentown already.  It is something you should probably keep abreast on, probably not much you can do because if it goes with a private company it will increase costs to us.  Mr. Royer stated CWSA still talking about meeting with them and knows they have not received any bills from Allentown for the past year, will ask for any status at next meeting.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on minimum municipal obligations for all pension plans.
Vote on resignation of Dean Molitoris from Coplay Planning Commission.
Vote on appointment of Frank Stoisits to Board of Appeals.
Vote on requested donation to Greater LV Visiting Nurses.

Vote on requested donation to Meals on Wheels of Lehigh County.
Vote on requested advertisement for renegotiated terms of general obligation note.

Vote to fill council vacancy.

Motion by Leiner, second by Royer to adjourn meeting to executive session for discussion of negotiations.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

