Workshop Meeting                                                                October 1, 2013
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, PWD Pavelko, and Police Chief Genovese.  Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz and EMA Coordinator Keller were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  None.
EMA Coordinator Keller was absent, no report.    
PWD Pavelko reported dug out and stoned patch between fire department driveway and parking lot; 1 ½ ton cold patch used; boiler cleanout and grate removed  to be rebuilt which will take approximately 3 weeks may turn on only one side of boiler if needed; cut tree at IRT trailer, chipped and removed; cleaned up washouts; library lights repaired and replaced in stairway and out front; parkway lights replaced at pool and pavilion; heavy grass cutting this time of year; two stop signs and one no parking sign replaced after being drove over; last truck weight limit sign installed at Sam Owen’s; IRT trimming and brush cutback completed; gutter guards installed and garage roof cleaned up.  Pres. Bodish questioned status of list of repairs from Library.  PWD Pavelko responded working through same, approximately one third remains.
Chief Genovese reported 186 incidents for September, 2013 with 3 arrests of which 2 were cleared by exception/unsubstantiated, there were 13 traffic arrests with 5 written warnings for traffic violations, and 1 written warning for equipment violations with 13 parking tickets issued.  Thanked Coplay Community Days for purchase of additional cameras for installation at parkway, will be installed by Spring of 2014.  Halloween Parade is upcoming, contacted local fire police to help with traffic control and additional officer will be patrolling on Trick or Treat night.
Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz was absent, no report.  Sodl stated Chief had tour at fire station already scheduled this date as reason for not attending.
Secretary reported next police pension meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 22, 2013, council president, member of emergency services committee and full time officer needed for meeting.  Beginning updates to Emergency Operations Plan, had hoped same would be ready for this meeting however having major computer issues for last 5 days, will be ready for November.  Requested bids from N & B Coal Co and Hobel’s, no response received from N & B, response of $189/ton from Hobel’s, motion to approve at regular meeting.  Resolution prepared supporting an inter-municipal improvement zone application with Whitehall and Catasauqua, ready for passage at regular meeting.  Received response from PEMA denying approval of grant for emergency generator, however this grant is continuous and will be resubmitted.
Discussion of any problems/matters:
Received information from Tag2 Telecom to provide capital funding for rooftop and/or tower lease.  Secretary stated did explain to contact that council is not normally in favor of this transaction, representative insisted same be brought to council.  Sodl questioned what does this mean.  Pres. Bodish stated that they purchase our lease and we receive lump sum and discontinue receiving monthly installment payments.  All members were not in favor of receiving a lump sum payment and requested secretary prepare motion to deny approval of this request at regular meeting.
Request received from “Food and Water Watch” volunteer Michele Bowers asking Coplay to support resolution opposing fracking in Pennsylvania.  Sodl stated not really happening here in Coplay.  Leiner stated agreed, but is viable concern, suggested Ms. Bowers attend next workshop meeting to discuss with council in more detail.  Secretary will request her attendance at November 5, 2013 workshop meeting.
At this time, Leiner thanked Pres. Bodish for attendance at Lehigh County Commissioners meeting last week to support funding for Lehigh Valley Zoo.

Boards and Commissions:


Letter of interest from Chris Schmidt to open appointment on Park & Recreation Board.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.

Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion.  

Sodl questioned flooding at 12th & Tapler intersection, can anything be done to alleviate situation.  Police Chief Genovese stated have had a number of incidents in recent rains with flooding.  PWD Pavelko stated new and additional storm sewer inlets installed less than 10 years ago and was an Engineer designed project.  Secretary stated could pull copies of engineering prints for review, council requested same.
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Sodl stated also questioning a business license, how does that work.  Secretary stated business licenses are issued through tax collector’s office.  Sodl questioned if new business.  Secretary stated new businesses are to be submitted through borough office which is then inspected for zoning, building, electrical, etc. however application for license is given to business owner to pay and forward to tax collector.  Sodl questioned what percentage of gross is paid in taxes.  Pres. Bodish responded all this information is through tax collector.  Secretary stated will copy Ordinance to determine percentage and forward to Sodl for review.

Mayor Bundra reported joint safety committee met on September 18, copies to public works committee regarding performance evaluation examples which was recommendation from worker’s compensation insurer review, would like committee to meet and review same for possible implementation.  Next safety committee meeting scheduled for October 23 at 2:45 pm.  Attended MECAB meeting on September 25 at Wilson Borough speaker discussed volunteer fire departments, very informative meeting however received invitation very late and would have liked to invite Sodl as this is his department, but will review with him the information received.  Next MECAB meeting will be hosted by Coplay on Wednesday, October 30 at 7 pm, will have speaker on the new health care reform, all members should attend if available.  Met with members of LaFarge, Senator Boscola and Harhart’s offices and Representative McNeill’s office, along with Mayor’s of Northampton, Whitehall and Coplay to keep everyone apprised of ongoing work, including burning of plastics and tires, will meet two times per year just to touch base.  Next Communities That Care meeting is scheduled for October 30.  Received information from Lehigh Valley Planning Commission on meeting to review official maps on October 8 if anyone interested in attending.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl thanked Police Chief and Fire Department for work last month.  New doors were installed at fire station.  Pleased but should not be satisfied with pool numbers, 2012 loss was $35,885, to date 2013 loss is $24,923, reduced loss by $11,000.  Thanked Burker for taking over in middle of turmoil and changes, revenue at gate low this year.  Burker has good ideas for promotions and other events to improve attendance.  Would like to suggest painting outside buildings with fresh coat of paint to refresh and help improve appearance of product.  Pres. Bodish stated believes weather large contributor to lower revenue this season and estimates cost of paint at $15500.00.  Mayor Bundra questioned if any numbers obtained from surrounding municipality pools.  Sodl responded not at this time, expect to get into more detail over winter months.  Leiner questioned percentage of season pass compared to prior years and suggests obtaining feedback from those season pass holders as they are ones in attendance, agrees that an overhaul is necessary.  Royer questioned overall condition of pool.  PWD Pavelko stated shell in good condition, decking does need work and is patched yearly to correct any hazards.  Sodl suggests purchasing paint from current budget to complete in 2014 since a savings of $11,000.00 was realized.  Finance chair Groller agreed purchase should be made with current budget.
Royer reported boiler grate repair cost is approximately $9,500.00, if this becomes yearly trend council should seriously consider reviewing heating system for upgrades.  Requests addition to list of work received from Library, add removal of old copier located in basement of building.  CWSA report, coplay creek interceptor project line installation is complete with street restoration occurring shortly.  Bid to replace lines in Ruch Street being prepared without full restoration as we with Whitehall will be repaving next year, authority will provide approximately $15,000.00 for their portion of restoration materials.  At authority meeting, received information from PMAA of bill passed recently allowing for creation of stormwater authorities, nothing mandatory at this time, will continue to keep members informed.  IRT is requesting use of borough truck for Halloween parade.  No questions or comments by members.  

Burker thanked Sodl and fellow committee members for work at pool this season, looking forward to challenge next season to implement new plans to market pool.  Bill Loy, President of Park & Recreation Board, planning meeting on Monday, October 7 at 7 pm at Sam Owens restaurant to begin discussions and address some concerns, look at possible grants and grant writers, etc., meeting is open to all interested individuals.  

Groller reported normal operations in finance.  Coplay hosted intergovernmental meeting on September 19 with representatives from Whitehall-Coplay School District and Whitehall Township.  Would like motion at regular meeting to discontinue $100.00 monthly salary paid to tax collector to review Berkheimer earned income tax reports effective January 1, 2014.  No questions from members, motion at regular meeting.
Bodish reported streets and sanitation normal operations, normal collection dates for garbage this month and electronics recycling will be Wednesday, October 16, contact the borough office to schedule pick ups.  
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Hearing of persons present: None.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on Resolution to support submission of pilot program.
Vote on appointment of Chris Schmidt to Park & Recreation Board.
Vote to award coal bid.

Vote on cell tower lease.
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Leiner, second by Sodl.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 8, 2013 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

