Workshop Meeting                                                                October 2, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice President Groller.  In attendance were Leiner, Mazur, Recker, Royer and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Bodish was absent.  Vice Pres. Groller led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  None.
EMA Coordinator Keller reported there was one incident for last month assisting South Whitehall Township at the Parkland High School.
PWD Pavelko reported kennel upgrades and repairs completed, curb painting on 4th Street, shut down of pool and pumps, continued grass cutting, trimmed hedges at library, 1 ton cold patch to repair potholes, prepped for protective safety services training, cleaned boiler, various vehicle maintenance completed, removed hanging limb from shade tree on 8th street and stabilized until tree can be removed.    
Chief Genovese reported kids are back to school, patrolling bus stops and had additional officer out first week of school to watch for speeding and also checked stops.  Getting ready for Halloween Parade, again requesting no candy be thrown from vehicles, parade committee includes this information on application, avoids possibly dangerous situation with children running into parade route to get candy if someone is walking route less chance of this occurring.  Received request from Liz Jones to send letter from police department to state to support her application as animal control officer, requests letter be sent from borough council.  Public works did complete upgrades to kennel so we can keep dogs the required 48 hours, but still will need someone to place animals after that time period.  Leiner questioned if Humane Society is already licensed can another animal control officer be named in the same county.  Chief Genovese responded license is issued by state, not county.  Chief Genovese continued received resignation from part-time officer Pinto as he is working 32 hour per week position with North Catasauqua and unable to give hours in Coplay.  Requesting permission from council to hire new part time officer, this hire will be in cooperation with Catasauqua Police as well, we can share costs of training as both municipalities use same records management system, etc.  No discussion by members, Chief Genovese will invite to next meeting for introduction
Chief Buskaritz read September, 2012 fire report, 8 calls for month, 96 incidents year to date.  Preparing for Halloween parade and will again have haunted fire station on trick or treat night.  Front door and lock replaced, requests awning be purchased for over door to protect from elements.  Sodl stated looking at monthly report sees abundance of calls on Front Street, requested from Chief Buskaritz a report for last 90 days of all calls on Front Street.  Chief Buskaritz will prepare.  Recker questioned if they charge for haunted fire station.  Chief Buskaritz replied no.  Discussion by several members of council and recommended fire department not charge, but put out donation bucket during event.  
Secretary reported next police pension meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 23 in borough office as planning commission meets in council chambers, need council president, representative of police committee and one full time officer to attend.  Received 2012 Fireman’s Relief allocation from state in the amount of $18,363.28 and the 2012 State Aid pension system allocation in the amount of $24,439.85.  Prepared Ordinance No. 801 updating the handicap parking spaces that council has added or removed by motion for the past year, advertised and ready for vote at regular meeting.  
Discussion of any problems/matters:
Leiner brought up for discussion to change date of November workshop meeting from Tuesday to Monday due to Election Day.  All members okay with same, motion at regular meeting.
Boards and Commissions: letter of interest from H. Neil Mumma to fill open appointment on Coplay Library Board for term expiring on 12/31/2013.  No questions or discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.      

Telephone bids for 75 ton of oil treated rice coal for 2012-2013 winter season heating in municipal building were as follows:

1. Hobel’s Coal & Fuel Oil - $218.00 per ton up to 40 ton, after that could increase up to maximum of $230.00 per ton.


2. Lehigh Fuels – did not respond.


3. N & B Coal Co. - $209.00 per ton

Motion to award to lowest bidder will be on agenda for regular meeting.

Vice Pres. Groller asked for any additional items for discussion.  None.   
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Mayor Bundra reported public works employees held safety meeting on September 10 re: back injury prevention, joint safety committee met on September 19 emphasized reporting of near misses, very important to help prevent future incidents and injuries.  Committee was pleased that older truck was removed from service and replaced with newer utility style truck.  Invited to Lifepath Lehigh Valley, one home located in Coplay by parkway, staffed 24/7 with 8 full time residents at home, would like to see more exposure for these very dedicated individuals, has information for press after meeting, may want to do story on home.  Invited along with Mayor Hozza to attend a meeting at Penn State extension on community affairs, involves working with youths in Whitehall and Coplay.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported intended to repave Cherry Street in 2013, however received call from John Rackus of Whitehall Township stating their intension to repave Ruch Street from Center to Chestnut with an approximate cost to Coplay of $39,000.  Also six residences on that roadway do not have sidewalks and would need to be notified of need to install sidewalks.  Would also like to see storm drain at Chestnut Street repaired prior to paving, spoke with Engineer awaiting cost estimate.  Requesting a motion to move the $47,000 in the 2012 budget for road construction to Departmental Projects account for use in 2013.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  CWSA report, Coplay Creek interceptor project and Route 22 project are continuing.  IRT report, historical hike scheduled for this Saturday at 9 AM free of charge, Trolley tours are scheduled for Saturday, October 20 you must contact Whitehall Township recreation to reserve your seat and would like to request funds remaining in IRT maintenance line item for 2012 budget be moved into Recreation Fund.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
Sodl stated will give report at regular meeting.

Recker reported final numbers for pool, loss for season at $30,023 down from $30,501, coming down each year, receipts at $36,217, expenses of $39,695 and wages of $26,545, so we were down in payroll and down in expenses, on right track to keep moving number down.
Leiner reported normal operations in health department except for skunk issue, requested Secretary explain what occurred in past week.  Secretary explained state game commission in borough office re: skunk trapping by Town Watch informed same is against law, also against law is borough lending out traps to residents to capture wildlife on their own.  Law states no resident can trap wildlife and this was changed in 2003.  However, in 2008 an exemption was added to allow local, state and/or federal employees to be named as a nuisance wildlife control operator to perform trap and release services, a formal request in writing must be sent to game commission naming employee.  Discussion by members, questioned PWD Pavelko if he would take on this designation, agreed to same.  Motion at regular meeting to appoint PWD Pavelko as nuisance wildlife control operator for the borough, after passage Secretary will submit necessary paperwork to PA game commission for approval.
Mazur read September, 2012 police report, 167 incidents for month with 7 arrests.  Negotiations with police officers and committee ongoing, hope to settle soon.  Be careful of school children and buses with school back in session.  Received request from borough solicitor to have council give formal approval for solicitor to prepare agreement with Giant Food Stores for use of property at North 2nd & Chestnut Streets for implementation of the downtown civic plaza project.  Would like to get the process started on what I like to call the beautification of Coplay, realize funds are tight and would work with local businesses and grants to fund same.  Leiner questioned letter for Giant to do what, not clear on it.  Secretary responded already received informal approval from Giant on borough using land, this would be an agreement prepared by solicitor for formal approval by Giant.  Sodl stated previously requested formation of committee that includes planning commission members, members of borough council, residents and business owners to spearhead this project and keep it going, don’t have to do something every month, but doesn’t want to see it fall to the wayside either.  Committee can work on funding, keeping the project on track and keep it going.  Vice Pres. Groller questioned if Mazur and Sodl would co-coordinate soliciting for members of this committee, both agreed, will begin working on same.
Groller reported finance committee will be meeting after regular meeting next Tuesday. No further report.  
Bodish was absent, no report.  
Hearing of persons present:  None.
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AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on appointment of H. Neil Mumma to Coplay Library Board.
Vote on award of Coal Bid.  
Vote on Ordinance # 801 re: handicap parking spaces.  
Vote on changing date of November workshop meeting to Monday, November 5.
Vote on transferring $47,000 from road construction to department projects account.
Vote on transferring remaining IRT budget to recreation fund.  
Vote on appointment of PWD Pavelko as nuisance wildlife control operator.
Vote on authorizing solicitor to prepare agreement with Giant for downtown civic plaza.

Motion by Leiner, second by Recker to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

