Workshop Meeting                                                                October 4, 2011
Municipal Building                                                                 93rd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Bundra, Groller, Mazur, Piskula and Royer as well as Police Chief Genovese, PWD Pavelko, EMA Coordinator Keller and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Bodish and Mayor Milander were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.  
Hearing of persons present:  
None.  
EMA Coordinator Keller read September, 2011 EMA report.
PWD Pavelko reported gutters at fire building repaired, street signs installed in Parkway West and Manor only three to a pole signs remain to be installed, over one ton of cold patch used on potholes, lots of grass cutting and storm drain clearing due to rain, curb painting completed in Parkway West and Manor same done for season, flags put up for September 11 remembrance and removed, clearing on IRT of trees and debris due to rain, pool is closed beginning to winterize parkway.  Street sealing to be started tomorrow.  Bundra stated new heater in old bay at fire building not working.  PWD Pavelko responded will check on same.   
Chief Genovese reported mechanical issues with older unmarked vehicle.  Otherwise preparing for Halloween Parade on October 18.    
Chief Buskaritz read September, 2011 fire report, 71 incidents year to date.  Assistance to Firefighter’s Grant submitted in amount of $150,000 for new cascade system and new vehicle to house system, should hear response in Spring, 2012.  Will again have Haunted fire station on Trick or Treat night, had more than 100 attend last year.  All mutual aid fire stations in area have been invited to participate in Halloween parade.
Secretary reported next County COG scheduled for Tuesday, 11/15 from 12-2, any issues of interest for discussion please inform office or if you plan to attend.  Next police pension meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 11/29 at 7 PM, require attendance by council president, chair of police committee and one police officer.  Coal bids will be advertised and opened at November workshop meeting.  Copy of updated boards & commissions listing to all members.  Ordinance 796 to revise terms of general obligation note prepared by Solicitor and advertised for regular meeting, this also requires a motion to authorize Council President to execute documents.  Ordinance 797 to update approved parking limits on Center Street and remove two handicap spaces, by request and one moved out of town, reviewed by Solicitor and advertised for vote at regular meeting.  Resolution 1345 updating the Emergency Operations Plan for the borough reviewed with EMA Coordinator Keller and updated, same must be reviewed every two years, ready for vote at regular meeting.  
Discussion of any problems/matters:

Consideration to change name of Keefer Street to honor long-time resident and Coplay school teacher Kathryn Fogel.  Royer stated consideration for Keefer Street from Maple to Cherry, there are no residences along this area and corresponds to where original Lincoln school building, where Ms. Fogel taught, was situated.  Piskula stated unsure of who Ms. Fogel was, council should have more information prior to any decision including more community input on a change such as this.  Bundra stated agrees Fogel should be honored, however Keefer was very important to Coplay history as well, questioned if perhaps another street could be changed.  Royer stated discussion is just to get council input on possibility of name change.  Mann requested further discussion in committee on topic with recommendation to council in future.  Chief Genovese added explanation on not actually changing name due to public safety reasons, as ambulance personnel may be unable to find address if street name changed.  Royer suggested not change actual name of street do as honorary, same as Whitehall did on 7th Street for Jesse Reed Way which is in addition to original street name.  Mann stated will await additional discussion after committee gathers information and reports to council.  

Increase in fee for 2011-2012 Winter Aquatics Program with Whitehall Township.  Mann explained due to fee increases from school district to Whitehall Township for use of facilities, our fee for this year will increase from budgeted amount of $500 to $1,500.  Piskula questioned attendance of Coplay residents at program.  Mann stated unknown, will contact Whitehall to check on numbers.  Bundra stated attended last night’s Whitehall Township Commissioners meeting who are very disturbed by this large increase in fees and that other municipalities using district facilities such as Parkland and Northampton are not charged.  No decision by council at this time awaiting additional information and review of funding by finance.
Mayor Milander was absent, no report.  
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Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported normal operations in streets department.  Crack sealing will begin tomorrow.  IRT requesting use of public works truck for Halloween parade.  CWSA report, Coplay creek interceptor project studies are now complete and being submitted to DEP for approval of permits.  
Mazur read September, 2011 traffic and criminal reports.  Commented with Trick or Treat night coming up, keep aware for any unusual issues and call police with any concerns.
Piskula had no report.  
Bodish was absent, no report.    
Bundra reported double doors at fire building do not open creating safety concern, preparing cost estimates for replacement.  Another side door is in poor condition, however not necessary to replace as opens to where new generator is located on outside of building, suggests this door be closed in to alleviate drafts.  Piskula questioned location of doors.  Same explained by Bundra.  Bundra continued, still checking into costs, etc. will report when additional information is obtained.  Received new 2011 Fireman’s Relief funding from state in amount of $32,541.31, funds must be used in accordance with state regulations and Chief Buskaritz fully oversees same.  Safety report, on 9/21 Joint Safety Committee met, stated concern of Overflow Equipment Storage Area being discussed due to crowding of equipment and tools in garage with possible solution of temporary storage unit located at tennis courts, also possible grant for permanent structure, both ongoing discussions; also possibility of part time summer help beginning earlier in May due to need of help during pool preparations; planning safety meeting with public works employees next week.  IRT report, requests $1,800 remaining in general fund IRT budget be transferred to Recreation fund to help with future financing of final paving project which will cost minimum of $15,000.  Motion at regular meeting.
Groller reviewed PPL light fixture rebate for replacement fixtures project, in addition to updating fixtures went from use of 4 to 3 bulbs in each fixture.  Cost for fixtures and bulbs at borough building was approximately $4,400 and library was $1,300 for total cost of $5,680.  Expected rebate of $5,380 from PPL results in total cost to borough of $300.  New monthly PPL electric bill showed cost savings this billing cycle of $146 resulting in yearly savings of $2,000 to $2,400 for electric; all in all very worthwhile project.
Mann reported Municipal pension system state aid received in amount of $21,731.68, decrease of $1,026.12 from 2010.  Received letter estimating liquid fuels amount for 2012 of $70,308.32, increase of $2,435.  Also, received Performance grant for fiscal year 2009 tonnage in amount of $14,189, increase of $1,097.  Discussed at intergovernmental meeting issues with UGI and 7th Street paving, Whitehall has degradation policy in place, same read, requests streets committee review for possible implementation and report to council.   
Hearing of persons present:  
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., questioned if County COG meeting open to public.  Secretary responded unknown, have only seen elected and appointed officials attend.  Questioned if bid needed for replacement of doors at fire building.  Bundra responded no bid needed under $10,000 in costs.  Killeen questioned IRT paving to be completed when bridge is replaced as clear title of property will be attained at that time.  Bundra responded that is correct, however paving will be at our cost.  Killeen questioned further explanation on degradation penalty.  Mann responded with further explanation.  
At Regular meeting:

Vote Resolution #1345 re: emergency operations plan.
Vote on Ordinance #796 re: revise terms of general obligation note.
Vote on Ordinance #797 re: updating limited parking areas and handicap parking spaces.
Vote on motion to transfer remaining IRT funds from General to Recreation Fund.
Motion by Bundra, second by Groller to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2011 at 7 PM.  
Borough Secretary

