Workshop Meeting                                                                                       October 6, 2009
Municipal Building                                                                          
           92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Mazur, Miller, Piskula and Royer as well as Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  Schin, Mayor Milander, and EMA Coordinator Keller were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
At this time, bids for Schreiber Avenue and Front Street storm sewer projects were opened.  Bids received as follows:  M.D. Hobel Excavating Inc. $17,497.00, Charles D. Herman Inc. $18,959.50, and Pan Companies, Inc. $22,100.00.  All bid documents will be forwarded to Engineer for recommendation with approval at regular meeting.

Hearing of persons present:  
Joseph Bundra, 14 S 9th St., alley work bid package prepared by engineer, bid came in at $88,000, final cost was $101,000 more than $13,000 difference.  Borough pays good money for engineering service, shouldn’t there be more accountability for this large discrepancy, maybe mandate contractor review site prior to bid.  Re: general supply property, test bores and study must be done before anything, this will cost more than you think.  
Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., flyer re: comprehensive plan meeting not sent to neighbors on 6th & 7th.  Mann responded flyer sent to all residences, issue may be with post office/post man.  Piskula stated same delivered to her residence, has been change in carriers in this area.
EMA Coordinator Keller was absent, no report.

Chief Genovese reported received thank you letters from District Attorney office for contributions to MERT and child abuse investigator programs.  Re: RMS county project up for possible National Award, only non-federal program being recognized.  Nixle paperwork, copy to all members, this is community information service that residents register to receive, free to borough and subscriber, could include information such as traffic issues, snow emergency, event cancellations, etc.  Did follow with phone call and verified no fee involved.  All we need do is advertise in newsletter and residents sign up themselves.  Royer stated link could be added on website.  All members agreed with same, motion at regular meeting.  Reported new vehicle on train car in Delaware at this time.  Possible $800,000 grant for 2010 from Dent for County program.  Re: 183 and 185 Brown Alley, requesting “no parking” signs to front of these residences.  This is along alley and have sidewalks, if vehicle parks there, difficult for garbage truck and/or fire truck to get through.  Spoke with residents on same, only one no longer parking in alley, therefore requesting signs on same.  Members agreed to motion at regular meeting.
Chief Buskaritz reported old squad truck sending to Krall for October auction.  St Pete’s girl scout troop at station re: fire prevention month.  Will also be included with Whitehall fire departments at Elementary Schools this month.  Applied for $15,000 state grant for various equipment.  Attending the following parades: Coplay, Whitehall Fall Festival, Catasauqua and Northampton.  Will be attending comprehensive plan meeting.  
Secretary reported Police Pension meeting scheduled for 11/17 at 7 PM in council chambers, need representative from Police department, Police Committee and council president.  Ordinance for CO inspections advertised and ready for passage, however solicitor unsure if section re: in-County contact can/should be included, other updates of rental property inspections every three years and 100 AMP services required are included.  Just wanted council aware this portion may not be included until later date.  Emergency Operations plan reviewed with EMA Coordinator Keller, same updated and ready for passage by Resolution at regular meeting.  Most changes just adding/deleting equipment and personnel changes.  Received State Aid and Fireman’s relief deposits from state in amount of $18,860.20 and $19,308.60.  Fireman’s relief check to fire department at November meeting.  As of today, all Merchants accounts are closed and moved to Palmerton.  Copies of Library policies to all members, closely resembles borough personnel manual with changes to vacation, sick, etc., same must be approved by Library Board and then borough council.  Piskula questioned if board passes why council must?  Secretary responded, per Solicitor, must be approved by borough council prior to implementation.  Realize this is close, Library board meets Thursday, may or may not be ready for regular meeting but wanted members to have copy for review.

Zoning Officer Helman reported on findings from Zoning Solicitor Matzkin re: Miller request for review on business in residential zone.  Helman reported forwarded all information from Miller and Bird Rescue to Matzkin and did first floor in house and garage inspection as well.  Same is allowed in residential zone, not in violation.  Miller questioned why only first floor inspection.  Helman responded no indication of additional animals, noises, etc. while inspecting, same was unnecessary.  No further comments by members.  
Problems/matters for discussion:  
Library Policies must be reviewed and approved by council and by Library Board, copies to all for review.  Mann stated previously explained no additional discussion at this time.    
Received request from Lehigh Valley Coalition on Affordable Housing for donation of $2,139.63, based on formula using per capita income and population.  Mann questioned formula, what is this?  Secretary stated letter states 60% of those served in 2008 once lived in suburban municipalities.  No further questions or comments by members.
Mayor Milander was absent, no report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer reported curb cuts in progress, these have changed in area and pitch since last year which may reduce the number being completed.  Submitted name as “consulting party” on Coplay-Northampton Bridge project with PENNDOT, hopefully will be kept up to date on same.  Would like to utilize Tahoe for Helman doing CO’s, currently using old streets yellow pickup, gets better response than when using personal vehicle.  Miller questioned Chief Buskaritz what vehicle he uses?  Responded uses personal vehicle.  Chief Genovese stated vehicle should not be used for more than within borough, not reliable enough for use by fire chief.  Piskula questioned status of Tahoe since accident.  Chief Genovese reported only bumper damage, still usable in this capacity.  Royer continued IRT Historical Hike on Saturday, 10/10 and Trolley Ride on Sunday, 10/18.  Thanked CWSA and borough employees for preparation of area under bridge for trolley access.  Would also request use of borough vehicle for Coplay Halloween parade.  Requesting council approve remaining IRT maintenance funds from general fund deposited to Recreation Fund to set aside funds for final section paving once clear title received, could cost more than $21,000 and any grant would be 50/50.  Miller questioned if able as this is not borough account.  Secretary responded this is borough account under borough tax identification number and included on monthly treasurer report.  No further comments, motion at regular meeting.
Miller reported meeting with property committee and Helman, reviewed same with PWD Pavelko – areas needing upgrade, etc. include building front, front windows, roof, back door.  PWD checking costs for replacement of back doors, garage doors were painted and checking into changes in upstairs weight room.  Pavilion roof still leaks, same fixed, continue to have more, same continues to be repaired as needed by PWD Pavelko; no leaks at this time.  There are definite maintenance issues with properties.  Miller reviewed end of year summary as prepared by Pool Manager Mike Humanick for 2009 season, requests all members receive copy of same.  $1,500 in 2009 budget for wheel chair swing at playground, after review with Roni in office, believes should utilize funds for handicapped swing instead, for older children, this would require less work for installation, recommends purchase of same and cost is within budgeted amount.
Bodish reported met with Liz Jones of Peaceable Kingdom for pick up/drop off of stray dogs.  Lehigh County Humane Society requesting fee of $3,371 for 2010 where Peaceable Kingdom will charge $70 per dog.  All documentation was presented, fully licensed and insured, recommends we approve Peaceable Kingdom for this service in 2010.  Peaceable Kingdom only contracting with six smaller municipalities within county at this time, requests motion at regular meeting.  Piskula concerned animal treatment at this shelter, continued with personal experience of same, also comments by Chief Genovese.  Motion on agenda for regular meeting.
Mazur reported pickups good, metal collection this Friday.  218 pairs of sneakers collected and dropped off at Tannersville for sneaker recycling program.  Requests all in attendance  talk to friends and neighbors, very important to have public input at 10/7 comprehensive plan meeting, this is time for public to discuss their wants and needs, flyer as mailed was reviewed for specific discussion points.  URDC will run meeting, would like to see a large crowd for good round table discussions on all topics.
Piskula will report at regular meeting.  Thanked firefighters for helping Whitehall at last week apartment fire.  Questioned if any information received on fire company lease, what is status?  Secretary responded nothing received in office.  Further comments on same, Mann stated still in negotiations, specifics should only be discussed in executive session.
Mann will report at regular meeting.

Hearing of persons present:  
Joseph Bundra, 14 S 9th St., re: in conclusion, future bid packages prepared by Engineer and advertised by Secretary and sealed bids received, contractor should be required to be held to bid amount.  Mann responded unfortunately too many variables, not everything can be determined up front, changes occur.  Bundra questioned why same not approved.  Secretary responded changes requested by contractor are reviewed and approved by Engineer prior to final payment.  Bundra questioned many rumors re: comprehensive plan that decisions are already made, no need for public participation, will not be listened to anyway.  Mann responded that it is incorrect, no decisions made by committee or URDC.
Charles Sodl, 2 Magna Dr., re: status of fire company as questioned by Piskula, impression that storage space only final area in lease needing completion.  Explanation by Bodish as to how he prepared discussion with fire fighters and fire company.  Sodl stated no final lease received.  Secretary stated nothing received in office.
At Regular meeting:

Approve policies of Coplay Library Board, if approved by Board.
Approve Resolution No. 1316 re: updated Emergency Operations Plan.
Approve Ordinance No. 780 re: requiring CO inspections for rental properties every three years, upgrades to 100 AMP service required and, may include, in-County contact.
Motion by Bodish, second by Mazur to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 10/13/09 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

