22nd Regular Meeting 		    	           		October 8, 2013
Municipal Building                                         		94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Luckenbach, Royer and Sodl.  Mayor Bundra and Solicitor Preston were also present.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of September 10, 2013 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried. 
Hearing of persons present: 
Howard Lieberman, 2314 N 1st Ave., Whitehall, executive director of Whitehall Township Industrial & Commercial Development Authority, working with Coplay and Catasauqua to submit application to PA DCED for denotation as pilot zone under the new Act, City Revitalization and Investment Zone, asking for council support of Resolution.  Inter-municipal application to submit for CRIZ, resolution supports application.  Leiner questioned if for industrial properties only.  Mr. Lieberman responded CRIZ only works with business type taxes, not real estate taxes, such as business privilege, property in Coplay to be included is General Supply, business taxes would be shared to repay developers debt.  Leiner questioned only property in Coplay is General Supply.  Mr. Lieberman responded yes and explained allowed 130 acres combined in application, a few Whitehall properties could be removed if additional properties are available in Coplay, Thomas Iron Works is huge property of which portions could be removed if necessary and Act allows for swapping of properties even after submission.  Leiner questioned what type of development are you foreseeing.  Mr. Lieberman responded highest and best use would be quasi retail, related to Rail-Trail because of its location.  Leiner questioned all business, would not turn into residential.  Mr. Lieberman stated CRIZ is specific for business only, developer would not receive incentives on residential use, explained how CRIZ works for developer.  Leiner questioned if our location is necessary to project.  Mr. Lieberman responded idea being pushed is inter-municipal application, so Coplay property is needed, Coplay and Catasauqua individually would not qualify under Act, Harrisburg has always supported inter-municipal submissions and that is what is important.  Even if Harrisburg does not accept application, will open their eyes to situation and should make it difficult for them to ignore.  Leiner questioned if Lehigh County is involved.  Mr. Lieberman responded Virginia Savage of County DCED has attended meetings, LVPC supporting along with three area legislators.  Mayor Bundra questioned if Scheuerman property included.  Secretary stated not included by Whitehall or Coplay as in development process by property owner.  Leiner stated good opportunity for our small community to bring in additional business besides Giant and mom and pop type businesses.  Also, Mr. Lieberman announced WTICDA will be offering small business loans and Coplay businesses are eligible whether or not CRIZ application is approved.  Sodl questioned how approval works.  Mr. Lieberman responded, state approves application, developer decides to develop property and they go through normal planning, zoning, approval processes of Coplay and then they go in front of CRIZ loan committee who will determine funding via bond issues and CRIZ dollars, half of business taxes, will be used to repay loan.  Leiner questioned if federal taxes involved.  Mr. Lieberman responded no, in fact only new State taxes generated are affected, not current taxes.  Groller questioned what cost to Coplay will be.  Mr. Lieberman stated only cost to date is copies and maps for application, don’t anticipate more than $250.00 for each municipality.  Leiner stated what happens if Coplay decides in few months to remove themselves from application.  Mr. Lieberman stated may need some kind of cooperative agreement, but letter would suffice.  
Reading of correspondence:  
Chris Schmidt re: open appointment on Park & Recreation Board – rescinded.
Ronald Helman re: open appointment on Park & Recreation Board.
Timothy Keller re: resignation as EMA Coordinator effective 10/30/2013.
Office of District Attorney re: thank you for MERT contribution.
Office of District Attorney re: thank you for Child Abuse Investigator contribution.
Mayor Bundra stated only one addition to report given at workshop meeting, Communities That Care next meeting has been changed to Monday, October 28, 2013 from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at Whitehall-Coplay School District administration building.   
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Solicitor Preston reported with passage of referendum question for Library authorizing specific millage, a Library Tax ordinance must be adopted, requesting council authorization by motion to approve advertisement for passage at November meeting.  No questions by members, Secretary will add motion to current agenda.  Regarding Downtown Civic Plaza Project, received final drawings from Engineer Stewart including deed and deed description, obtaining additional County information to finalize description which will be forwarded to Giant’s attorney for review, will involve subdivision approval.  Regarding Wilbur Hill, letter sent requesting posting of maintenance bond to begin 18 month maintenance period, no check or bond has been received at this time, maintenance period will not begin until bond is received, will hold construction security until maintenance funds are received.  Bodish questioned amount of security held.  Solicitor Preston responded maintenance bond of $1,556.00 requested, holding approximately $1,400.00 remaining in security bond and could not respond at all, however maintenance period does not begin until it is received.  Sodl questioned if plaza property could be ready by December.  Solicitor Preston responded would not be problem on our end, however when dealing with Giant corporate offices, amount of time it takes with them cannot be controlled.
Engineer was absent, no report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:
Sodl read health inspector and code enforcement report for September, 2013, 8 new code enforcement complaints received with 28 ongoing and 2 resolved.  Committee will meet to further discuss ordinance changes for those who are repeat offenders.  
Royer reported normal operations in Property.  Leiner questioned if lumber will be replaced on old bench from library and bench used elsewhere.  Sodl responded spoke with streets employee this date while installing new bench at Library, stated wood was to be replaced however unsure of refurbished bench placement at this time.    
Burker reported Park & Recreation Board meeting on Monday was well attended, good discussion and will begin working to implement a plan.  Helman appointment will make full board, a reorganization meeting will be held on Monday, October 14, 2013 at 7 pm  in council chambers.  Thanked council members Luckenbach and Groller for attending as committee members and showing board council’s interest and support.  Leiner questioned who current members were on board.  Burker responded, Bill Loy, Jocelyn Wedge, Christine Leitgeb and Seth Hederowski.  Leiner restated from workshop meeting need to survey season pass holders for input.  Sodl stated with really only partial season under Burker, lessons were learned and changes are being implemented, also believes survey may be helpful, however with a full season upcoming can make pool better.
Groller reported normal operations in finance, received yearly Fireman’s Relief and Pension State Aid payments from state.  Received health insurance costs, appears to be small decrease of approximately 1%, did review additional coverage through United HealthCare and Highmark, however were not comparable.  Sodl questioned amount of Fireman’s Relief.  Groller responded received $20,582.00 for 2013.
Bodish reported normal operations in sanitation.  Contacted Tax Collector Deutsch regarding outstanding garbage fees; for 2013 – 120, 2012 – 64, 2011 – 26, 2010 – 17, 2009 – 9, 2008 – 7, 2007 – 5, and 2006 – 1 for total of 149 outstanding bills.  Additional notices will be mailed prior to end of year for 2013 outstanding and expects same to decrease to around 80 by end of year.  Sodl stated has hard time accepting that people are continually allowed to do this and there is nothing borough can do.  Solicitor Preston stated lien is there, even if not filed, when houses are being sold title insurance companies routinely contact municipality for any outstanding amounts against property.  Bodish continued, regarding 12th & Tapler flooding, unable to TV Monday due to rain and today due to scheduling conflict, CWSA will TV in beginning of November and will do into Whitehall sections as well to check for any blockages, will report at November workshop on same.

Unfinished Business:  None.  
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New Business:
Motion by Royer, second by Leiner to award bid for purchase of 100 tons oil treated rice coal to Hobel’s Coal & Fuel Oil at bid price of $189.00 per ton – carried.  
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to deny 10-year Telecom Lease Trade with TAG2 Telecom for the cell tower lease at Maple Street and South 4th Street – carried.
Motion by Burker, second by Leiner to approve appointment of Ronald Helman to Park & Recreation Board for term expiring on 12/31/2017 – carried.
Motion by Luckenbach, second by Sodl to approve resignation of Timothy Keller as Coplay Emergency Management Coordinator effective October 30, 2013 – carried.
Motion by Burker, second by Groller to approve use of borough truck by IRT in the Coplay Halloween Parade on Tuesday, October 15, 2013, rain date October 22, 2013 – carried.  
Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to discontinue $100.00 monthly salary paid to Tax Collector Jeffry Deutsch for review of Berkheimer earned income tax reports effective January 1, 2014 – carried.  
Motion by Sodl, second by Leiner to authorize solicitor to advertise ordinance for Library tax – carried.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion by Burker, second by Groller to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for September, 2013 as presented to council – carried.  
General Fund		$    62,918.08			General Fund MM		$  292,968.46
Garbage Fund		$    20,219.09			Garbage Fund MM		$  186,102.69
State Fund		$    46,344.67	 		Police Pension Fund		$      6,782.43
Loan Account		$      2,225.86			Street Opening Fund		$      9,913.32
Recreation Fund	$    42,602.99			Emergency Services Fund	$    58,612.65
Garbage Truck MM	$    32,774.59			Capital Projects Fund		$      4,066.88
Dept. Projects Account $  92,602.72			SALDO Escrow Fund		$         349.64
Payroll			$    14,825.61
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.
Resolutions and Ordinances:  
RESOLUTION NO. 1374
A Resolution supporting an inter-municipal city revitalization and improvement pilot zone application by Borough of Coplay, Whitehall Township and Borough of Catasauqua.
Motion by Leiner, second by Sodl to approve Resolution No. 1374.  Roll call vote resulted in 7 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent, 0 abstain.  Motion carried.
Pres. Bodish asked for any additional business.  Leiner suggested due to Mr. Keller’s time of service, dedication to job and excellent work as Coplay Emergency Management Coordinator for many years, deserves some type of recognition for job well done.  Pres. Bodish suggested same be discussed in length at November workshop.
As there was no further business, motion by Leiner, second by Burker to adjourn meeting until next workshop meeting Tuesday, November 5, 2013 at 7 pm and regular meeting Tuesday, November 12, 2013 at 7 pm.



Attest  
Borough Secretary 
