Workshop Meeting                                                                November 1, 2011
Municipal Building                                                                 93rd Council

Meeting called to order at 7:25 p.m. by President Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Bundra, and Royer as well as EMA Coordinator Keller and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Groller, Mazur, Piskula, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Mayor Milander were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.  
At this time, Secretary opened Coal Bids.  One bid was received from Hobel’s Coal & Fuel Oil in the amount of $213.00 per ton for 100 ton oil treated rice coal.  Motion to award at regular meeting.

Hearing of persons present:  
None.  
EMA Coordinator Keller read October, 2011 EMA report.
PWD Pavelko was absent, Royer will review under his report.  
Chief Genovese was absent, no report.  

Chief Buskaritz read October, 2011 fire report, 10 calls for month, 81 incidents year to date.  Haunted Fire Station very successful, over 280 visitors attended, more than double last year.  Obtaining cost to letter chief’s vehicle.  Bundra questioned if any problems with bathroom facilities at station.  Chief Buskaritz responded no.  Bundra added, notified that boiler was not working, after checking same, main switch in basement turned to off position, sure same was accident as this switch is just below light switch, will look to put some type of guard over switch to avoid accidental turn offs in future.
Secretary reported Next County COG meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 11/15 from 12-2, let office know if interested in attending.  Next police pension meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 11/29 at 7 PM – council president, chair of police, police officer.  Coal bids will be awarded at regular meeting.  Auditor needs to be  appointed at regular meeting, this is 2nd year of three year contract with Kirk, Summa & Co, motion at regular meeting.  Received agreement and resolution from Berkheimer for EIT collection beginning 1/1/2012, forwarded to solicitor for review, should be ready for votes at regular meeting.  Planning Commission, at their next meeting on 11/22/11, will hold public meeting on proposed new Zoning Ordinance – 7 pm in council chambers for anyone interested in attending.  

Discussion of any problems/matters:

Requests received for use of auditorium by:


Coplay Rec & Welfare Assn to hold Holiday program on Thursday, 12/8/11


Juvenile Probation for training on 11/29, 11/30 and 12/1/11 from 8 am to 4 pm


Protective Safety for training from April 16 to April 27 and April 30 to May, 2012 from 8 am to 4pm

     No questions or concerns by members, motions at regular meeting.
Date to hold special meeting to approve final budget.  Mann suggested either Monday, 12/19 or Tuesday, 12/20 at 6 PM.  Royer stated IRT meeting in Coplay on 12/20.  Members agreed to Monday, 12/19 at 6 PM for special meeting to adopt budget, motion at regular meeting.  
Mayor Milander was absent, no report.  

Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Royer read PWD Pavelko report for October, 2011: repaired split rail fence at Keefer St., 1 ton cold patch used, 3 days of crack sealing completed, repaired side door and rear steps at borough building, trimmed trees at parkway and tot lot after snow, parkway/pool/pavilion/saylor field areas winterized, trees trimmed on IRT for trolley tour, prep and clean up for Halloween parade, snow callout, rebuilding barricades, cleaned boiler and removed ashes, 2 flat tires changed on police vehicles, grass cutting, cleaning of catch basins, possible sink hole at 10th & Center.  Street committee meeting to discuss future street projects and other current issues.  CWSA report, financing for Coplay Creek interceptor project will be approximately $12 million.  Also, renovations needed in area of Route 22 only one line, could create problem in future with no back up line, this project will cost approximately $450 thousand.  Bundra added equipment tagging system used while chipper was down, same was tagged and repaired and placed back into service, program working well.
Mazur was absent, no report.  
Piskula was absent, no report.
Bodish reported normal operations in recycling and sanitation.  There will be no pick ups on Thursday, 11/24 and Friday, 11/25 for Thanksgiving holiday, also that week recycling collection will be on Wednesday, 11/23.

Workshop Meeting                                                                November 1, 2011

Bundra reported safety committee met on 10/19, ongoing discussions on overflow equipment storage area, all members agree more room needed in garage area, working for grant and continuing to look at options to alleviate concerns.  Near miss on sanitation with resident who decided to dump their own garbage, driver and pickers, along side truck, were unaware of same, thankfully no one was hurt, but employees need to be aware in future.  IRT report, trolley tour made six runs and North Whitehall work party to build bridge off of Quarry Road very successful, pleased North Whitehall able to continue to move this project forward.  
Groller was absent, no report.  
Mann reported first reading of 2012 proposed budget will be at regular meeting.  Resolution required to increase police pension retiree benefit by 3.6% COLA, council has historically approved this increase.  Current balance in pension is $1,263,696 and increase would cost approximately $77 per month or $934 per year.  Bundra questioned COLA.  Mann stated this is cost of living increase, same as social security receives, pension recipients are also eligible to receive if approved by council.  No further questions, resolution will be prepared for December meeting.
Hearing of persons present:  
None.  
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote to award Coal Bid.

Vote on appointment of auditor.

Vote on use of auditorium by Coplay Rec & Welfare, Juvenile Probation and Protective Safety.

Vote on date of special meeting and authorize Secretary to advertise special meeting, ordinance setting tax rate for 2012, and resolution adopting receipts and expenses.

Vote on first reading of budget.

Motion by Bodish, second by Royer to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at 7 PM.  
Borough Secretary

