Workshop Meeting                                                                November 4, 2014
Municipal Building                                                                 95th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl, as well as Mayor Bundra, Police Chief Genovese, Fire Chief Buskaritz and PWD Boyle.  Council Member Leiner and EMA Coordinator Buskaritz were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:
Dan Smith, 35 N Ruch St., thanked council for the good paving job on Ruch Street, however is concerned with deterioration at Echo Alley as it approaches Ruch Street.  PWD Boyle aware of same, contractor is not complete with all aspects of Ruch Street such as final sealing, will look at same and repair as necessary.  Mr. Smith continued, regarding current negative press with Coplay borough council – considers matter to be personal, not a council issue and should not be brought into decisions or discussions at borough meetings.
Barry Kibler, 143 Cherry St., regarding repaving of Cherry Street.  Brings home work truck with expensive tools, etc. worried about parking same away from home, when will paving actually occur.  Pres. Bodish and PWD Boyle responded to concerns, will be posted upon notification from contractor, all dates are tentative and could change based on weather conditions.

PWD Boyle reported oil changed and serviced all vehicles; crack seal on Chestnut, 2nd and 8th Streets, ordered additional; winterized parkway, pool, pumphouse and Saylor Field; installed new water pump at pavilion; tires from old dumptruck installed on GMC; Halloween parade set up and tear down; serviced snow blowers, set up and repaired snow plows; rehung downspout on front of municipal building; set up and started municipal building boiler; saw cut and removed asphalt on Tapler Drive near Ruch Street prior to repaving of Ruch; routine grounds and building maintenance; routine sanitation pickups – same have been heavy; routine sign repair and replacement; routine street maintenance; and routine boiler maintenance with ash removal.  Expect contractor to begin work on Cherry Street tomorrow and finish by Friday, schedule is tentative due to weather.  Sodl questioned status of new dump truck.  PWD Boyle responded same has been stenciled and placed in service.  Mayor Bundra questioned need for handheld radios in department.  PWD Boyle stated pros and cons discussed with Sodl, no final decision at this time.  Pres. Bodish reviewed with council notebook containing completed work order forms, work orders should be utilized for requests/work to keep log of same.
EMA Coordinator Buskaritz was absent, no report.  
Chief Genovese reported in October, 2014 received 159 total incidents with 1 arrest, cleared by exception, 11 traffic arrests, 4 written warnings and 12 parking tickets issued.  Halloween parade went well, thanked public works and fire police from Northampton, Han-Le-Co, Catty and North Catty for help with traffic control.
Fire Chief Buskaritz reported 7 calls for October, 2014, total of 76 calls for year to date.  New air packs have been received and were purchased via grant.  Attended Coplay and Northampton Halloween parades.  Invited all to attend fundraiser on December 7 at American Club of Coplay Pavilion where Alex Meixner will be playing.
Secretary reported solicitor is asking for Resolution re: motion passed at October 14, 2014 regular meeting authorizing the $67,000.00 borrowing for dump truck, resolution allows for easier reference.  Police pension meeting scheduled for November 18 at 7pm in borough office.  At this time, Secretary Gyecsek asked for discussion on October topic of utilizing online bill pay and auto pay of certain transactions.  Secretary reported spoke with bank, who responded have had no security issues and spoke with Auditor, have seen many municipalities utilize these transactions mainly for recurring bills, i.e. PP&L, Verizon, RCN to name a few; recommends council approve by motion specific vendor s allowed to be paid by this method.  Sodl questioned if members will continue to receive copy of bill in monthly meeting packet.  Secretary Gyecsek responded yes, will also be listed on “Bill Listing” report, meeting packet will contain copy of bill and copy of payment information.  If council in favor of same, will prepare listing of vendors for members to review at December meeting; would not begin until January 1 at earliest.  No further questions or comments by members.
Discussion of any problems/matters:

Police Pension cost of living increase of 1.7% for retired Chief Donald Hill as of January 1, 2015.  Groller stated actuarial cost study completed by Beyer-Barber Co. and was approved.  No further comments by members, Resolution #1390 prepared for passage at regular meeting.
Request received for use of auditorium by Coplay Recreation & Welfare Association for annual holiday program on Thursday, December 4, 2014.  No questions or comments by members, motion at regular meeting.

Determine date of December special meeting for final approval of budget (Monday, December 15 at 6:30 pm).  All members in agreement with date and time of special meeting, motions at regular meeting.

Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion.  None.
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Mayor Bundra reported copy of latest safety meeting minutes to all members.  Regarding purchase of 3 new handheld radios for public works, committee determined same needed for backhoe, GMC and during flagging, etc. with new repeater antenna system in place much more efficient, communication is very important.  Sodl questioned cost of 3 new radios.  Mayor Bundra responded @ $1,200.00.  Sodl continued, currently all vehicles but the two indicated above have radios, most employees have cell phones, and in addition want portable radios; too much, are all necessary, could some cell phones be surrendered with cost of same making up for purchase price of handhelds.  Further discussion by Sodl, Pres. Bodish and Mayor Bundra on same.  Mayor Bundra continued with report, attended annual PSAB convention in Gettysburg, very good program.  MECAB meeting of October 29th hosted by Coplay, went well.  November 1st attended ribbon cutting ceremony for civic plaza, and two proclamations one for Eagle Scout and one for 75 year anniversary of scout pack.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl thanked Fire Chief and Police Chief for work, community should appreciate their efforts.  On November 1st held ribbon cutting ceremony at site of future civic plaza, North 2nd & Chestnut Streets.  Planning Commission anticipates beautifying corner with clock, pavers, benches, etc and intends to not utilize taxpayer funds to build same, expects to be a long term process, but will work to complete.  Thanked Mr. Burker for work setting up ceremony, attended by Senator Boscola and Representative McNeill who both promised support of the project.
Royer reported Rick from HSA preparing bid specifications for heating system; expects to entertain many options and possible “zoning” with new system.  Costs to replace carpeting at rental property were high, obtaining additional bids.  
Burker thanked PWD Boyle for installation of civic plaza banner.  Spoke with Joe Kelly of Senator Boscola’s office, plans on attending next Planning Commission and Park & Recreation meetings.  Grants submitted for Balliet Stadium and Saylor Park were denied; disappointed by same, but will continue work and plan to resubmit.  Attended Whitehall Area Chamber of Commerce breakfast for new members with Mr. Sodl.  For clarification purposes, wants it stated in minutes cost of membership is $320.00 per year, not $3,200.00 as is being quoted, that cost would be for 10 years which we are not tied in for, this will be a yearly approved expense by borough council.  Pres. Bodish commented Laura Long from chamber attended ribbon cutting ceremony for civic plaza as well.
Groller reported request received from Tax Collector Deutsch to utilize Berkheimer for collection of borough OPT tax as of January 1, 2015; savings will be ¾% which is not significant, but as same ties in with EIT that Berkheimer already collects, seems reasonable; most neighboring communities already utilizing Berkheimer to collect this tax, requests Solicitor review same.  1st reading of 2015 proposed budget at regular meeting.
Bodish reported sanitation collections have been heavy.  New yard waste dump site being utilized, First Regional Compost Authority.  Thanked PWD Boyle for preparation of reports for council.  Requesting motion at regular meeting to transfer $25,000.00 from Landfill Maintenance line item in Sanitation Budget as follows: $15,000.00 toward current loan for garbage truck and $10,000.00 transferred to Departmental Projects Fund for new borough garage.
Hearing of persons present:
Ann Killeen, 32 S 4th St., where would new garage be built.  Pres. Bodish responded preliminary plan is to attach to building at rear of auditorium, just planning ahead, setting funds aside so loan for full amount of cost to build will not be necessary.  Further discussion on borough building upgrades, comprehensive plan, new garage, general supply property, etc.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on use of auditorium by Coplay Rec & Welfare on 12/4.
Vote to approve first reading of budget.
Vote to authorize secretary to advertise special meeting, advertise tax ordinance and resolution adopting budget.
Vote on yearly appointment of auditor.   
Vote on Resolution #1390 re: police pension cost of living increase.
Vote on change to OPT collection and sanitation budget transfers.  
As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Groller, second by Royer.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 11, 2014 at 7 PM.
Borough Secretary

