Workshop Meeting                                                                November 5, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Recker, Royer and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, Police Chief Genovese and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Mazur was absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
John Schreiner, Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority, also present representing the Authority were James Hahn and Michael Hobel. After greeting council and introducing the other two Authority representatives present with him, Mr. Schreiner explained the current status of the Allentown City lease sale. He explained where the Coplay- Whitehall Sewer Authority stands at present, project underway for Coplay Creek Interceptor and continued reasonable rates to consumers. Also shared concerns of what possible changes could transpire with transfer of lease by the City of Allentown, a rate increase is inevitable. Mr. Schreiner provided a copy of Resolution 2780 passed by Whitehall Township Oct 8, 2012 expressing opposition to the sale or lease of City of Allentown Waste Water Treatment plant; asked council to consider same. Bundra recommended council proceed with resolution, feels it is important; Groller expressed same. Leiner questioned if rates were single issue or if changes to operation were also a concern. Schreiner explained operations won’t change, they can’t; change to treatment costs are beyond authority’s control however. 
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St, concerning Mr. Schreiner’s presentation today, one thing Mr. Schreiner didn’t say is that the Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority can put pressure on the Allentown negotiations. One thing that has not occurred is the negativity or the lack of information from the City itself. There are other communities within the Lehigh Valley that are not only using the sewer but also using the water facilities; that being Whitehall - certain sectors, South Whitehall, Upper Macungie, Lower Macungie, etc. Thinks council should be concerned and should be looking at every document the Sewer Authority receives and anything received at the City Hall. Also county meeting should be attended because that can give us some insight as to whether we could back Lehigh County in taking over the city water/sewer authority. 
EMA Coordinator Keller reported status of recovery efforts following recent hurricane. County members were out to assess damage and review whether or not homes affected by storm in Coplay can apply for FEMA grants. Leiner asked what vehicle EMA used for storm response. Keller responded streets department truck and police car were used. Leiner questioned status of EMA car; Keller responded transmission shot, vehicle down. 
PWD Pavelko reported annual review by worker’s compensation insurance; about 70% complete in addressing concerns of garage clutter. Garage is being cleaned up, has made a big difference. Storm drains cleared prior to Hurricane, cut-out and filled depression at crosswalk of 2nd & Chestnut, Parkway clean-up is ongoing, began preparing trucks for winter, Parade prep and clean up, and trees cut back on 2nd street. Bundra asked for report on status of generator at Fire Building. Generator went off line due to power outage from storm, low water safety shut off; looking into ways to prevent this in the future. Also reported Tuesday garbage collection postponed to focus on storm damage clean up. 
Chief Genovese reported calls for October 2012; 197 incidents, cleared 8 offenses, 5 by arrest, 3 by exceptional clearance; issued 27 traffic citations and 27 parking tickets. Also reviewed concerns regarding storm; power down for approximately half the borough. A majority of the homes were restored in under 24 hours, with the 12th & Magna area restored earlier today. Reviewed issues that arose from power outage due to storm; biggest issue was in municipal building. Four departments, Police, Streets, Borough Office and EMA basically came to a halt; asked that council consider an emergency generator for municipal building. Reviewed concerns including limited power by borrowed EMA generator, ran computer and a few small lights, required refilling of gas every hour and a half presenting some disruptions. Explained benefits offered by dedicated building generator, while on a reduced basis, departments would still function, offering service to the community, for a reasonable cost. Recker agreed with need for generator, assumed there was one.  Bodish also believes there should be a generator here, discussed same with PWD; will review cost and work to address this issue. Leiner questioned phone service. Chief Genovese responded phone service was down, worked with RCN to forward Police and Borough Office phone calls to cell service Wednesday but had no way to recharge cell phones so this was limited as well and offered short term solution. 
Chief Buskaritz read October, 2012 fire report, 25 incidents for month, 121 incidents year to date.  Trick or Treat night, Haunted Station a success; 323 people passed through. Reviewed storm response; did go street to street from Front to 7th announcing that shelter at fire station would be open for anyone in need. Did contact Tim prior to announcement asking that he contact whoever needed to be contacted 1 person came to station for shelter, 15 minutes later her power was restored, she left. Recker questioned if donation box was for those
Workshop Meeting                                                                November 5, 2012
attending haunted station as discussed, Buskaritz responded it would be done next year. Leiner thanked department for their quick response. 
Asst. Secretary reported need to vote to appoint Auditor for final year of current proposal; will request new proposals during summer months for following year. Also updated status of Civil Plaza project; awaiting follow up from solicitor. 
Discussion of any problems/matters
Special meeting of council to approve budget, Monday, December 17 at 6 PM; no questions or discussion by members, motion at regular meeting. 
Use of auditorium by Coplay Recreation & Welfare Assn. on Wednesday, December 5, 2012 for the annual holiday program; no questions or discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.
Tax Assessment appeal for Hokendauqua Associates at 2 South Front Street (Eagle Apts. 10 units), should solicitor represent borough on this appeal; no questions or discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.
Pres. Bodish asked for any additional items for discussion.  None.   
Mayor Bundra thanked EMA, Borough Workers, Police Dept. and Chief, for storm prep and response; reviewed actions taken. Noted instances of neighbors helping one another; character of Coplay. Believes about 95% of the borough has power restored; cannot thank everyone enough for work done. Also, Declared a State of Emergency anticipating the effects of impending hurricane, to have such in place for quicker response. Safety and Health meeting was October 17; glad to hear of clean-up work being done. 
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl stated meeting with emergency response team of Police, Fire and EMA, will take place Friday, November 9 at 6:30 PM to review response and ways to improve for future events. Also reported a few deficiencies being addressed with Fire Department based on Public Protection Classification Summary Report; looking to resume “Pre-Fire Planning” inspections with commercial, industrial and multi-family dwellings which reside greater than 4 families. Will work with Fire Chief and Assistant Chiefs to create list of necessary sites to review and plan/schedule from there. This is not intended to create a hardship, will outline where essential items are located in each building, to better equip our department to respond in emergency situation. Similar inspections were done previously and now resuming. Leiner stated it was a good program years ago. 
Royer reported storm response already covered; thinks borough fared well considering, thanked crews for response efforts. Also waiting to hear from Whitehall regarding Ruch St Project. Feels council should approve resolution supporting Sewer Authority in their opposition against City of Allentown’s waste water plant.
Recker will report at regular meeting.
Groller reported planning to have first reading of 2013 Proposed Budget at regular meeting. Also need to have on the agenda to vote on some of the excess State Aid monies that are available from 2012; according to actuarial these funds can be distributed to a non-uniform plan or need to be returned to the state. 

Leiner will report at regular meeting. 
Mazur absent, no report.
Bodish reported under Sanitation requests vote at next week’s meeting to move $25,000 from 2012 Budget line item for land fill toward payment of garbage truck and savings toward a future truck.  Suggesting $15,000 be applied to current truck loan and $10,000 to savings for a new truck. Also reviewed list of committee changes as provided to each member; looking to consolidate into five main committees. No questions by members.
Hearing of persons present:  
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St, questioned if committee consolidation list would be available for public review prior to approval. Bodish responded it is not necessary to be approved; once list is finalized it will be updated on website. 

Scott Rodriguez, asking for use of Pavilion by pool for hitting instruction; working with Connie Mac, Coplay Legion Baseball and Coplay Sports; explained net set up in pavilion. Goal is to increase athleticism in Coplay teams. Recker questioned free use of pavilion considering fee charged for participants. Questions presented included insurance and damages. Mr. Rodriguez stated he would obtain insurance if necessary. 
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Further explained stated net is resilient and would take a great deal to break through and cause damage but participants can use tees and tennis balls if net is not sufficient safeguard. Concern arose regarding whether pavilion is best option for this program. Bodish stated there are several things that need to be addressed before this could be brought forth for a vote. Recker and Mr. Rodriguez will be in touch to address these concerns to work toward solutions, after which it can be voted on. 
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St, commented that she hopes cheerleaders who have been using auditorium will be able to return. Also, not sure if council is aware of what is going on behind podium during the meetings. Recorders set up on podium; believes council is unaware because of where they are seated. If you are going to allow recording devices can you please set up a table somewhere else because I cannot write my name on sign in sheet. I do not know who they belong to, don’t think they should be here and that should be addressed.

President Bodish asked who is recording the meeting. Ms. Killeen responded I don’t know, not me. Two unidentified individuals in audience responded I am. President Bodish stated belief that such is illegal. Individual in the audience responded it is not. President Bodish continued, explained that one is supposed to address council to let them know of recording a meeting, not just put the recorder up. So if anything that is illegal. Individual responded ok, will talk with our lawyer. President Bodish responded we would follow up with our Solicitor as well. Individual responded ok. Ms. Killeen asked if a table would be set up somewhere else so public can have access to podium. Mr. Schreiner’s book all but pushed them around tonight. Mr. Rodriguez had a folder as well. President Bodish replied that will be addressed; situation will be brought to borough solicitor for regular meeting. Leiner questioned if it is necessary to ask permission, that permission is needed up front to record. President Bodish responded yes, an individual wishing to record the meeting for personal use must inform council and those present prior to recording.   
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on date of Special Meeting and authorize Secretary to advertise.
Vote on use of auditorium for annual holiday program.  
Vote on solicitor representation re: tax assessment appeal of 2 S. Front St.  
Vote on appointment of auditor for year ending 12/31/12.
Motion by Leiner, second by Sodl to adjourn meeting.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 13, 2012 at 7 PM.
Asst. Borough Secretary

