13th Regular Meeting 

    
                        

January 13, 2009
Municipal Building                                                               

92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Miller.  In attendance were Luckenbill, Mann, Mazur, Piskula, and Royer.  Mayor Milander and Solicitor Preston were also present.  Schin was absent.  Pres. Miller led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of December 22, 2008 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Charles Sodl, 2 Magna Dr., thanked council for work to begin resolution of fire company situation, looks forward to continuing negotiations.

Mel Procanyn, agent for Ann Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., with three questions in this new year – 1.  requests update of comprehensive plan, status and costs of same, at today’s meeting.  2.  expand on 1.6 million loan program to audience.  3.  auditors report due March 31, requests auditors appear at April council meeting to present same, since 2002 borough has overspent budget and auditors must be available for citizen questions per state guidelines.   
Reading of correspondence:  
Robert Zeiner re: appointment to open position on Health Board.
Jeffry P. Deutsch, Tax Collector re: turn over outstanding garbage fees to collection agency.
Coplay Recreation & Welfare Assn. re: student government day.

Coplay Fire Co. #1 re: possible meeting dates for negotiations.

Mayor read December, 2008 criminal report and traffic report.  
Solicitor had no report. 
Engineer was absent.  No report.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Luckenbill read December, 2008 health report.  
Mann reported meeting with school board, Whitehall and Coplay officials here on Thursday, 1/15 at 6 PM in council chambers.  Miller questioned response to Procanyn question re: loan, Mann responded futile effort, does not listen to answers given, will not respond to questions.  
Mazur reported Comprehensive plan committee meeting with URDC scheduled on Thursday, 1/29 at 6:30 PM in council chambers, will be scheduling public input meeting for February, check newsletter for date.  This will be 7-8 month project.  Miller questioned response to Procanyn question re: comprehensive plan, Mazur responded no additional status but what stated.
At this time, Mann questioned Procanyn where do you pay your taxes?  Response, Pennsylvania & Illinois.  Mann stated what municipality?  Procanyn responded does not pay local taxes at this time.

Piskula read 2008 year end fire report.  Requests executive session to discuss personnel.  Miller questioned dates for negotiations with fire company officials.  Mann, Piskula and Miller agreed to Thursday, 1/22/09 at 7 PM in council chambers.  Mr. Recker, Whitehall-Coplay Press, questioned open session?  Miller questioned Solicitor on same, not necessary as negotiating.  Will be closed.
Royer commended public works for snow removal, minimal complaints.  Doing routine maintenance and removal of Christmas lights.  IRT report, need resident for commission to represent Coplay, next meeting scheduled Tuesday, 1/20 at 7 PM at North Whitehall Township.  Miller responded may have interested person, will forward name.  
Schin was absent, no report.    

Miller had no report, but questioned solicitor re: comprehensive plan committee meeting, must same be open to public?  Solicitor responded not required, only three member committee.   
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Unfinished Business:  
Motion by Mazur, second by Mann to extend borough office hours to new times of Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 4:30 PM  - at this time, Miller questioned discussion by members on any changes to this motion, no change per members – effective 1/1/2009 – 4 yeas, 2 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.  Miller stated hoping to save money and use part-time worker to extend hours with full-time clerk staying at 35 hours.  Mann stated this was discussed in October and November meetings in conjunction with budget discussions and budget committee meetings.  Miller reviewed September meeting minutes statements that were made, however no decision mentioned.  Mann questioned why concerns not brought up at that time instead of now?  Miller stated I don’t know, you’ll have to ask council, I did bring it up.  Mann stated I asked you, Miller stated again I did bring it up. 
New Business:

Motion by Piskula, second by Royer to approve appointment of Robert Zeiner to open position on Health Board until 12/31/10 – carried.
Motion by Mann, second by Mazur to approve turning over outstanding 2008 Borough Garbage taxes in amount of $16,874.00 to collection agency of G.H. Harris Associates as requested by tax collector, Jeffry P. Deutsch – carried.    
Motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.  

Motion by Mazur, second by Mann to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for December, 2008 as presented to council – carried.      

General Fund

$    97,670.82


LM General Fund

$    37,885.89
Garbage Fund

$      5,913.26


LM Garbage Fund

$    13,826.86
State Fund

$    13,249.10
 

Police Pension Fund

$      8,958.85

Loan Account

$      2,542.67


Street Opening Fund

$      2,573.64

Recreation Fund
$      3,686.73
Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances:  None.
At this time, Miller restated meeting with fire company and committee members will be Thursday, 1/22/09 at 7 PM in council chambers.  Miller questioned Sodl as to other fire company representatives, responded Jeff Hantz and Buddy Santee.  

Miller stated since we have no other business.  At this time, Luckenbill requested motion added under new business.  
Since the council president and vice president serve at the pleasure of council per section 1001 of the borough code, I make a motion to declare the office of president vacant and open the floor for nominations for president of council.  Miller questioned Solicitor if motion good, Solicitor responded appropriate motion.  Motion by Mazur, second by Mann.  Vote resulted in 4 yeas, 2 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.
At this time meeting was turned over.  Luckenbill nominated Mann for President of the 92nd Council, second by Mazur.  Vote resulted in 4 yeas, 2 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

Miller turned meeting over to Mann.  Miller stated hopes borough saves money because seeing moving forward but does not see where reducing spending.  Spending and spending and there is nobody watching out for you guys.  Sorry.  Mann will take us into executive session.

There was some discussion regarding signing of accounts payable and payroll checks, Vice President able to sign, checks to Piskula for signature.  
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Mann questioned if any other business before adjourning?  
Luckenbill responded would like to make another motion to declare the office of Vice President of Council vacant and open the floor for nominations for vice president of council.  Miller stated you want all opposition out.  Mann stated hold on.  Mann questioned Secretary, await checks to be signed prior to motion and vote?  Secretary responded will have to contact bank tomorrow to change same, as checks are for bills and must be sent out.  Solicitor questioned who has authority to sign checks?  Secretary responded Secretary, Treasurer, President or Vice President.  Solicitor agreed new President can sign checks, however bank must be notified of change.  Mann and Treasurer Gyecsek will take time tomorrow to make change at bank.

At this time, Sodl requested permission to make statement, Mann allowed same.  Sodl stated as resident, I understand personalities are involved here, but aren’t we here to run the government, Miller and Mann agreed with statement, why bickering about signing checks for employees who have worked all week so they can get paid?  Solicitor responded not bickering, Sodl stated all due respect, seeing checks being thrown around.  Miller stated trying to figure out who to sign.  Sodl stated same is not professional.  Solicitor concerned simply that checks get signed.  Sodl respects same, but does not feel professional.
Mann requested Luckenbill read motion again.

Motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to declare the office of Vice President of Council vacant and open the floor for nominations for vice president of council.  4 ayes, 2 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

Mann asked for nominations for Vice President of council.  Luckenbill nominated Mazur, second by Royer.  Vote resulted in 4 ayes, 2 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.
Mann again asked if any other business before adjourning?  Recker questioned student government day.  Secretary stated same will be discussed at February workshop.  

Motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to adjourn meeting to executive session for discussion of personnel.  
Meeting adjourned until next workshop on Tuesday, February 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. and regular meeting on Tuesday, February 10, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







