Workshop Meeting                                                                                       December 2, 2008
Municipal Building                                                                          
           92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by President Miller.  In attendance were Mann, Mazur, Piskula and Royer as well as Chief Genovese and Chief Buskaritz.  Mayor Milander, Luckenbill and Schin were absent.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Dale Donovan, 218 Coplay St., applied as member of Board of Appeals.  Miller questioned experience, responded facility designer for more than 20 years.

Rosemary Keller, 110 South 7th St., parents home, submitted letter for position as Deputy Health Officer.  Requests permission to attend upcoming health board meeting scheduled Thursday at 8 AM.

Carl Hobel, 1003 Chestnut St., applied as member of Board of Appeals.  Miller questioned background for position, responded project manager for excavating company.

Anne Killeen, 32 South 4th St., as of 12/31/08 fire department moving into her backyard, have questions on this situation.  Alley from 4th to 5th is Keystone Alley, to rear of building is Currant Alley.  If car is parked on apron of garage, will it be ticketed?  Requests this be “temporary” no parking ordinance for Keystone Alley, only until fire department moves to new building.  Alley was widened when borough moved into building and all trucks must turn left toward 5th Street.  Miller responded same will be reviewed.  Miller requests “fire zone” signs be installed in area.  Killeen questioned EMA, and monthly reports should be received and reported.
Presentation by Brown Design Corp re: Comprehensive Plan RFP Response, discussed as submitted in proposal, 6 month completion date no problem.  Miller questioned familiar with Coplay, not as much as will be needed to provide Comprehensive Plan, but good relationship with Keystone Consulting.  Has worked in similar areas.  Mazur stated likes unique thinking, “outside the box”, generating pride in town and ownership of properties.  Miller questioned grant writing included, responded separate fee, not in initial costs.
Urban Research & Development Corp re: Comprehensive Plan RFP Response, provided plans for large cities and small boroughs, also did IRT master plan.  6 – 8 month completion time line.  Zoning and subdivision review for updating and needed changes.  No questions by members.

Chief Genovese reported server installed and working well, some glitches, working through same.  Go live with new RMS program tomorrow, next steps include connection of all departments for sharing of information, paperless reporting from cars and JNET in car, all to be implemented by middle of 2009.  Could not have completed without County financial support.  PA victim notification implemented by County, online program supplies information on incarcerated individuals, including release, available for anyone, not just victims.  Further discussion and explanation on same.  

Chief Buskaritz reported Currant and Keystone Alley wide enough for fire trucks, plan on going out toward 5th Street.  Two new members on roster.  Most everything moved to 38 South 4th St, working with PWD Pavelko to disconnect some electrical at current station.  Miller stated nothing from fire company officials since last regular meeting of council.  Chief Buskaritz reported participating in tree lighting ceremony and Santa parade.  At this time audience member questioned blinking light at Cherry St. will this change to regular light?  No change, will continue as blinking, change would need Penndot approval.
Secretary reported update on loan requests, due to Concord by 12/5, will appear at regular meeting for review/recommendation of same, final approval at 12/22 special meeting.  Attended right-to-know law workshop at Lehigh County, responded to Procanyn request for Concord Financial information, not available as considered pre-decisional information, would be available upon approval.  Ordinance prepared for 0% contribution to police pension plan for 2009 based on actuarial study, approval at 12/22 special meeting.  Ordinance 774 ready for regular meeting re: updating handicap parking spaces and prohibiting parking in Keystone Alley from South 4th to South 5th Street.  Miller questioned Chief Genovese allowances would be given to area residents, responded yes.  Secretary suggested, upon approval of ordinance notification letters be sent from office to entire block of residents, members agreed to same.  
Problems/matters for discussion:  
At this time, Miller questioned members as to next step of Comprehensive Plan RFP, all agreed forward to committee for recommendation, approval at 12/22 special meeting.  

Request from Grace Industries Inc. for change order of $2,580 for the 2nd Street repaving project.  2008 Budget for street paving projects was $72,000 – to date cost was $51,129.04 + $15,207.71 = total of $66,336.75.  Members okay with additional approval of change order, motion at regular meeting.
Request received from Roy Stewart, Borough Engineer for council to authorize advertising of bids for new construction of fire station.  All members agreed with same as nothing heard from fire company, motion at regular meeting.
Request from Jeffry P. Deutsch, Tax Collector to exonerate 37 residents from the collection of 2008 per capita taxes for reasons of moved out of town, over age 72 and deceased.  No discussion, motion at regular meeting.
Letters received from Cynthia Leiner – Health Board Secretary (reappoint); Bill Leiner, Jr. – Health Board (reappoint); Ronald Helman – Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority (new): Joe Zukauskas – Zoning Hearing Board (new).  Also, from prior meetings – Robert Zeiner – Deputy Health Officer (reappoint); John F. Schreiner – Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority (reappoint); Louis Tepes, Jr. – Board of Appeals (new); John Schwartz – Board of Appeals (new); Kevin Armbruster – Board of Appeals (new); Dale Donovan – Board of Appeals (new); Carl Hobel – Board of Appeals (new).  There is only one conflict of two applicants for same position (Ronald Helman & John Schreiner) on CWSA, all other are open or reappoints.  Also, received tonight from Rosemary Keller – Deputy Health Officer (new) and this would also conflict as two applicants for position.  Secretary stated separate motions will be done by name for each appointment.
Received additional requests for removal of shade trees (for 2010 budgeting) – PWD Pavelko reviewed and found the following, in order of most hazardous conditions:

1129 Center Street, 20’ of sidewalk raised 4”, sidewalk at tree broken into several pieces, highest broken piece about 8” above curb.

34 South 3rd Street, 15’ of sidewalk raised 8”, one section broken in two, 10’ of curb raised 2” and pushed out 3”, another 10’ section of curb raised 1” and pushed out 2”.

128 South 8th Street, one 5’ section of sidewalk raised about 2”

No discussion by members, will consider these requests for 2010 budget.  

118 South 10th Street, two 10’ sections of sidewalk raised about 3” and at odd angles to each other.  This resident has requested permission to remove the shade tree and repair sidewalk at sole responsibility of property owner.  Members okay with same, motion at regular meeting.
Received letter re: right to know law, copy of same to all members, currently Sandra Gyecsek is Right-to-Know Officer, letter from Kris Burek for opportunity to be named Right-to-Know Officer.  Members responded not interested in new hire for this position, request secretary send letter on same.
Balliet Stadium agreement between Coplay Sports and American Legion Coplay Post No. 426 Baseball renewal for another year.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.
Protective Safety Systems requesting use of municipal building and gym from Monday, March 23 through Friday, April 3, 2009 from 7 AM – 5 PM daily, except Wednesday 3/25 and 4/1 will use until 7 PM.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.  Miller added Coplay Sports Basketball program uses gym while we must deny paying customers use, would like this included with Comprehensive Plan discussions.
Received Cost of living adjustment for Donald Hill pension from Beyer-Barber Company of 5.8%.   Resolution at regular meeting.  No discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.
Mayor Milander was absent.  
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Luckenbill was absent.  
Mann had no report, however questioned status of Helman testing and explanation of same.  Helman stated received BCO certification for PA from Labor & Industry, this allows for completion and signing off on paperwork, but no inspections or review of plans, can do ordinance violations.  Basically allows for administrative and paperwork completion only.  Miller questioned an inspector is still needed?  Responded yes.  Helman stated additional @8 certifications needed for building plan reviews and inspections.  Mann questioned how many apartments in borough?  Helman responded @415 in 155 buildings.  Mann questioned inspections necessary per ordinance?  Responded yes.  Additional discussion on verifying lease/rental units and inspections of same.  Helman questioned should continue with certifications, could contract for inspections and plan reviews and utilize Helman as BCO.
Mazur reported pickups good.  Review of Borough News magazine published by PSAB, saw ad for sale of bucket truck, cost was via bids already received 10 at time of contact, contacted Mann but denied funding at this time, will continue to try and obtain same.  Re: article on gangs – they are everywhere not just in large cities but moving to small boroughs; requests more education to residents on same.  Chief Genovese suggested Town Watch, however only wanted twenty minute speech, requires a 2 hour program, could utilize auditorium, but questions turnout.  Miller questioned handouts available for inclusion in newsletter, Chief Genovese will check and respond on same.   
Piskula read November, 2008 fire report, 106 calls to date for 2008.  Received email from resident re: parking ticket on unattended trailer, Chief Genovese stated contacted resident on same, both agreed residents responsibility to make police department aware of situation prior to issuance of ticket, not after fact.  Chief Genovese stated since response to individual, no further correspondence on same.
Royer reported routine street maintenance ongoing.  Received preliminary proposal for upgrade of storm drain at Hokendauqua Street, too late for 2009 budget, may utilize loan funds if possible, otherwise will be considered for 2010 budget.  Requesting use of borough truck for use in Coplay Sports Santa Parade, Royer will drive same, ok with all members, motion at regular meeting.  IRT report, train wheel bench installed at picnic area.  Also, washout problem at picnic area, Whitehall Township delivering rocks from their dump site to help with concern.  Next meeting 12/16 at 7 PM in Coplay.
Schin was absent.      
Miller reported repairs to two pieces of equipment at tot lot.  Submitted work order for garage doors to be sanded and painted.  Discussion re: Coplay Sports gym time and paying customers, will request sit down discussion with members of Coplay Sports and property committee to resolve issues.  

At Regular meeting:

Approve second reading of 2009 budget.

Approve request from Grace Industries to approve change order of $2,580 for 2nd Street repaving project.

Approve request from Jeffry P. Deutsch to exonerate 37 residents from 2008 per capita tax.

Approve new appointments to Board of Appeals and Zoning Hearing Board and reappointments to Health Board and CWSA.

Approve removal of shade tree and sidewalk repair at 118 South 10th Street at sole responsibility of property owner.

Approve renewal of Balliet Stadium agreement between Coplay Sports, American Legion Baseball and the Borough of Coplay.

Approve use of municipal building and gym by Protective Safety Systems from 3/23-4/3/09.

Approve Resolution 1303 amending police pension payments for cost of living increase.

Approve France, Anderson and Basile as auditors of financial statements for year ending 12/31/08.

Approve Ordinance 774 updating handicap parking spaces and prohibiting parking at all times in Keystone Alley from South 4th to South 5th Street.

Motion by Mann, second by Royer to adjourn meeting to executive session for discussion of personnel and employee contract.

Borough Secretary

