Workshop Meeting                                                                December 3, 2013
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Burker, Groller, Leiner, Luckenbach, Royer, and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, PWD Pavelko, EMA Coordinator Buskaritz, Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz and Police Chief Genovese.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
At this time, requests for proposals for Borough Engineer were opened by Secretary.  Proposals were received from Keystone Consulting Engineers and CodeMaster, copies of each were forwarded to Groller, chair of Finance & Administration committee for review and report, appointment will take place at January reorganization meeting.
Hearing of persons present:
Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., again questioning if there has been any discussion on obtaining certified statements for audits, did anyone take a look at this.  With our assessed value at almost $200 million and carrying more than $600,000.00 in debt, certified statements are necessary if there would be a need to go back to bank for funds to run borough prior to tax receipts being received.  Just asking for yes or no answer.    
Roy Stewart, Borough Engineer, here to introduce Ryan Christman with Keystone.  Stewart will be retiring in next couple years and Christman will be transitioning into taking over Coplay engineering duties.  Christman lives nearby in Whitehall Township.  Members welcomed Christman.  
PWD Pavelko reported paved fire department apron to stone parking lot;  spreaders are hung and trucks prepped for winter; parkway and Saylor field water lines winterized; with CWSA used camera to map storm drain in area of 12th & Tapler, same has no blockages or blowouts, overflow is only during extreme downpours; flags up for Veteran’s Day; 1 ton cold patch used; parkway and borough grounds leaf cleanup; rebuilt storm drain at Front and Chestnut Streets; completed installation of new grate on boiler.  Sodl questioned if paint purchased for pool and cost of same.  PWD Pavelko responded have some on hand from last season, will obtain any additional paint needed and report cost.      

EMA Coordinator Buskaritz had nothing to report at this time.
Chief Genovese reported for November, 2013 received 145 total incidents with 5 arrests, there were 17 traffic arrests with 3 written warnings for traffic violations, 4 written warnings for equipment violations and 7 parking tickets issued.  In receipt of 2014 contract for stray dogs from The Sanctuary at Haafsville, cost increased to $110 per dog up to a $600.00 yearly maximum.  In 2013 we had two dogs and in 2012 had no dogs picked up.  Recommending council approve contract, only alternative is Humane Society which charges $1 per capita which would cost more than $3,000.00 for year.  No questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
Interim Fire Chief Buskaritz reported 4 calls for November, 2013; Santa visiting fire station on Saturday, 12/7 from noon to 4 pm; fire department will be helping with Coplay Sports Santa Parade on Sunday, 12/15; FEMA grant has been submitted do not expect any response until after February, 2014.  Pres. Bodish thanked Chief Buskaritz for working with BCO Helman on incident last week of a vehicle into a residence, having him report to scene and check on safety of structure.    

Secretary reported Resolution #1379 re: budget approval, Ordinance #810 re: $0 contribution for Police Pension and Ordinance #811 re: setting millage rate for 2014 have all been prepared and reviewed/approved by solicitor for special meeting.  Requesting authorization to advertise reorganization meeting scheduled for Monday, January 6, 2014 at 7 pm, date is set according to borough code.  Received notification from PSAB regarding newly elected municipal officials training, newly elected members have taken advantage of class in past, if anyone is interested in attending respond to borough office.
Discussion of any problems/matters:

Discussion on recognition of work to improve Emergency Management by former EMA Coordinator Keller.  Leiner stated Keller went extra mile to improve Emergency Management, commitment shown to this volunteer position suggests a higher degree of recognition than paper certificate.  Coplay Town Watch plans to recognize his efforts at their next meeting as well.  Chief Genovese added as EMA coordinator was very helpful to police department and public works during emergency situations and establishing QRS to help with ambulance calls and did obtain/purchase much equipment through fundraising and budget.  Sodl questioned what would be Leiner’s suggestion.  Leiner responded to purchase plaque.  No further comments or questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
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Discussion on use of auditorium by Protective Safety Systems from April 28 – May 16, 2014 and September 8 – October 30, 2014 for training.  Groller stated receive nice revenue from this use.  Sodl questioned amount received.  Secretary responded receive $150.00 per day for use of auditorium.  No further discussion by members, motion at regular meeting.
Discussion on proposed Cost of Living increase for retired Chief Donald Hill in amount of 1.5%, actuarial cost study completed by Beyer-Barber Co.  Sodl questioned if same in contract.  Secretary responded police pension ordinance allows for cost of living increases up to a certain percentage.  No further questions by members, resolution prepared for regular meeting.
Discussion on renewing athletic field use license agreement with Coplay Sports and American Legion Coplay Post 426 for 2014 lease of Balliet Stadium.  Sodl questioned length of lease.  Pres. Bodish responded yearly.  No further questions by members, motion at regular meeting.
Discussion on attendance of solicitor at reorganization meeting.  Pres. Bodish questioned if attended last reorganization meeting.  Secretary responded has not attended last two reorganization meetings.  All members agreed unnecessary to have solicitor in attendance.  Secretary will inform solicitor’s office of same.

Discussion of changes to Park and Recreation Board: 1.  To allow non-residents to become member of board and 2. To allow meetings to be held other than in council chambers.  Copy of revised Ordinance prepared by Secretary to all members.  Sodl stated okay with board members not having to be borough resident, however unsure if change in venue for meeting is good idea, having meeting at borough hall more comfortable for residents who want to attend, more businesslike.  Mayor Bundra questioned Burker on meeting place.  Burker stated most organizational and board meetings are held in council chambers, may be putting council in difficult position if begin to allow meetings to be held elsewhere, also need to set specific day and time to have meetings, not constantly changing; agrees atmosphere in council chambers better for getting business done.  Leiner stated meet in both council chambers and Samuel Owens with different organizations, both work in different situations, may lose a board member, however is disappointed in need to seek board members outside of borough residents.  Sodl stated must do best for entire board, not individuals on board.  Burker added meetings should be more productive in council chambers.  Leiner stated should mandate 3 of 5 members must be Coplay residents so entire board is not from outside borough.  Sodl stated council still has final approval on appointments to board which gives control without hindering.  Pres. Bodish stated must get board moving as Coplay has lost out on numerous grants and other funding avenues due to no Park & Recreation Board.  Burker agrees and stated with team in place could achieve great results.  
Boards & Commissions –


Reappointments:
John Schreiner – Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority





Faye Schreiner – Coplay Library Board





Jane Gillespie – Coplay Library Board





Gene Gyecsek, Jr. – Police Civil Service Commission


Resignation:

Neil Mumma – Coplay Library Board


New Applications:
Frank Reichl – Park & Recreation Board





Bill Leiner, Jr. – Coplay Library Board





Melvin Procanyn – Coplay Library Board
     Secretary stated there is currently no open position on Park & Recreation Board as Seth Hedorowski is officially in place until 12/31/13 and has not submitted for either resignation or reappointment, but application was received from Mr. Reichl and wanted to make council aware of same, will hold until January meeting.

     Leiner stated since Mr. Procanyn has submitted an application for Coplay Library Board, he would like to rescind his application.


Secretary will prepare motions for reappointments and new appointment as of 1/1/2014 for regular meeting, no further questions by members.
Pres. Bodish asked for any other items for discussion, there were none.
Mayor Bundra reported joint safety committee expanded to 7 members, bylaws were changed at November meeting.  Sodl questioned if police and fire department personnel attended.  Mayor responded in affirmative.  Public works held safety meeting on 11/12 re: confined space entry, very important topic.  Announced CFC lease will expire as of February 28, 2013 asks council to consider any changes and bring same up for discussion at January meeting.  Sodl stated as building is borough asset, what is return on this asset, monetary or otherwise.  Leiner agreed with question posed.  Sodl requested Mayor obtain information for January meeting discussion on this topic.  IRT is celebrating 17 years of joint effort to improve trail, in 2014
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Dave Royer will chair IRT Commission; three additional memorial benches will be installed along trail bringing total benches to approximately 30.  Tree Lighting, sponsored by Coplay Recreation & Welfare, is this Thursday, 12/5 at 6:30 pm at borough hall.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl thanked Police Chief and Fire Chief for work last month.  BCO Helman has issues to discuss on property maintenance and zoning re: feral cat committee members.  BCO Helman stated recently called in to home of feral cat committee member with @ 12 cats, deemed same inhabitable due to odor and filth, unhealthy for neighbors and residents, can anything besides taking owner to magistrate be done to resolve these situations.  Pres. Bodish questioned how many animals are allowed by zoning.  Helman responded four and later corrected that amount, which is actually five total animals allowed in household.  Pres. Bodish stated organization did much to alleviate feral cats in past, but members must follow zoning ordinance.  Sodl again questioned how can we enforce.  Chief Genovese stated in past, committee was to capture feral cat, spay/neuter and rerelease animal back where it had been captured, does not appear as this is still same philosophy which violates zoning, program worked very well in alleviating cat population in borough and can continue to work if done properly.  Leiner, chairman of feral cat committee, stated any member of committee who is in violation of zoning should be fully prosecuted by Helman for same.  Further discussion by members on same.
Royer reported normal operations in Borough Buildings.  
Burker thanked Secretary and council for changing Park & Recreation Board ordinance to allow for non-borough residents to become members of board.   
Groller reported normal operations in finance, resolution prepared to allow excess state aid for pension be applied to nonuniform pension plan for 2013 and also, resolution prepared to set tax collector’s compensation rate for next term, no change in rate.
Bodish reported borough office will be closed Tuesday and Wednesday for Christmas, while public works department will be closed Wednesday and Thursday, as such garbage will remain on Monday and Tuesday, however recycling collection that week will occur on Friday.  Requests council approve motion to move $19,000 from several line items in garbage fund to Department Projects fund for new garage to be built at some time in future.  Also, requests motion to approve use of borough truck by Coplay Sports during 12/15 Santa parade.  No questions by members on either motion, motions will be prepared for regular meeting.
Hearing of persons present: 
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., commented that Protective Safety Systems are great renters, never any problems.  Regarding where to have meetings, could also involve insurance issue if meetings not in council chambers, would not like to see non-residents on board, anyone could attend meetings but should not be able to vote, could end up with no members that are Coplay residents.  Pres. Bodish stated have tried for some time with no success to fill board, trying to make board viable and workable to improve recreation in borough.  Ms. Killeen continued, disagrees with council waiving pavilion fees for all these groups, people pay to participate in run/walk events, sponsor can surely afford to pay the minimal rental fee for use of pavilion.
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote to authorize secretary to advertise reorganization meeting.

Vote on award recognition for EMA Coordinator Keller.

Vote on use of auditorium by Protective Safety Systems for 2014.

Vote on Resolution 1376 to approve COLA increase for retired Chief Hill.

Vote to renew lease of Samuel Balliet Stadium for 2014.

Vote to reappoint and appoint members to various Boards and Commissions.

Vote on Resolution 1377 to approve additional pension contributions.

Vote on Resolution 1378 to set compensation for tax collector term of office.

Vote to approve second reading of budget.

As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Leiner, second by Royer.  Next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 10, 2013 at 7 PM with special meeting Monday, December 16, 2013 at 6:30 pm.
Borough Secretary

