Workshop Meeting                                                                December 4, 2012
Municipal Building                                                                 94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Royer and Sodl as well as Mayor Bundra, Solicitor Preston, EMA Coordinator Keller, PWD Pavelko, and Fire Chief Buskaritz.  Mazur, Recker and Police Chief Genovese were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Hearing of persons present:  
Johanna Billings, Whitehall-Coplay Press, questioned if this would be time to announce she is recording meeting.  Pres. Bodish responded yes.  Ms. Billings stated she is recording meeting and is announcing under protest as believes it violates the letter and intent of the sunshine law and would like name and reason for objection in minutes as per section 710, 1C of sunshine law.  Secretary requested name for minutes, same noted above.
EMA Coordinator Keller had not report.  
PWD Pavelko reported boiler grate failure, continued parkway cleanup after storm, yard waste has also been heavy, parkway water lines winterized, 8th Street stump removed and pavement leveled, grates and streets cleaned of leaves, approximately two dozen stop sign reflective strips installed, flags installed and removed for Veteran’s Day, dugout debris at Balliet Stadium removed, yellow led light at 2nd Street signal south bound replaced, and prepping for Holiday program and street decorations.  
Chief Genovese was absent, report read by Mayor Bundra.  Reported 193 incidents for month of November, 2012 responded to by police department.  
Chief Buskaritz read November, 2012 fire report, 9 incidents for month, 130 incidents year to date.  Saturday, 12/8 Santa at fire station for free pictures with anyone in attendance and Sunday, 12/9 helping Coplay Sports with annual Santa parade.  
Secretary reported next Lehigh County COG meeting on Tuesday, December 11 from 12 – 2 inform office by Friday if you are attending, resolution #1361 approving the collective bargaining agreement with police department prepared for vote at regular meeting, resolution #1362 allowing for a 1.7% cost of living increase to retired Chief Hill as approved by actuarial study from Beyer-Barber prepared for vote at regular meeting, and resolution #1363 authorizing additional pension contributions as previously brought up by Mr. Groller prepared for vote at regular meeting, all were reviewed by Solicitor.
Discussion of any problems/matters:
Boards and Commissions: 


Reappointment of Karen Shields to Coplay Library Board


Reappointment of John Mullner to Coplay Planning Commission


Reappointment of Michael Hertzog to Coplay Zoning Board


Reappointment of Michael Hobel to Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority
There was no discussion on reappointments by members, motions at regular meeting.
Handicap parking space being requested by Joanne Boyko of 45 South 2nd Street, meets all required criteria per Chief Genovese.  Discussion by Royer and Leiner on placement, no further comments by members, motion at regular meeting.  
January workshop would fall on Tuesday, January 1st, discuss changing date of same.  Sodl suggested Wednesday, January 2nd, all members in agreement, motion at regular meeting.

Received request from Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley for donation in amount of $2,139.63, this donation has not been approved in the past.  Sodl questioned what this is.  Secretary responded supports Lehigh Valley shelters for homeless.  Leiner stated an excellent group that does good work, but borough cannot donate.  Royer questioned donation amount determination.  Secretary responded based on per capita income and population.  Sodl questioned where shelter located.  Secretary responded in Allentown.  Sodl requested copy of information received as unfamiliar with same, secretary will copy.  No further comments by members, motion at regular meeting.

Renew athletic field use license agreement between Legion Baseball and Coplay Sports for 2013.  No comments or questions by members, motion at regular meeting.  
Pres. Bodish asked for any additional items for discussion. 

Royer requested use of borough truck during Coplay Sports Santa parade this Sunday, 12/9, all members had no disagreement or comments on same.   
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Mayor Bundra reported public works safety meeting on 11/14 discussed “Excuses won’t protect your head”; joint safety committee met Wednesday, 11/28, requesting council support authorizing additional employee to attend pesticide training, at this time only PWD Pavelko certified.  Attended luncheon sponsored by Lehigh County Juvenile Probation, have used juveniles many times with IRT projects, at Coplay Sports and painted picnic tables in borough pavilion.  Coplay sponsored MECAB meeting last Wednesday, 11/28 with speaker from PSAB, Chris Cap who discussed changes to small games of chance licensing, copies to each member, take time to read, thanked Royer for attendance and Secretary for set up.  Lease with Commitment to Family and Community is up for renewal 2/28/2013, asking all members to bring ideas for any changes to agreement to January workshop, for example would like terminology added regarding use of social side as emergency shelter, although it has always been used as shelter, should be added to agreement.  Also understands current situation with three RCN cable boxes, in place many, many years and prior to separation, since department box not working exchange with CFC, CFC should keep one due to emergency shelter designation for communication purposes but none needed in kitchen.  Mayor Bundra stated any council member wanting a copy of current agreement for review should contact secretary.  Sodl added to explanation on current cable situation, three RCN boxes, 1 in department with 2 at CFC, just spoke with CFC liaison, one is available for department use and will be turned over and we should see if RCN can tag that box as CFC’s and not the departments.  Leiner questioned cost of spraying situation.  Mayor Bundra replied no costs determined at this time, but will follow through.  PWD Pavelko stated one day course with testing.  Secretary stated depends on certification, costs range from $100 to $300.  Leiner questioned if there was any fee involved in RCN boxes or cable.  Sodl responded no.  Mayor Bundra stated all fire departments are given cable at no fee by RCN.  Leiner stated is private social club.  Bodish responded RCN has been in place for a very long time, that is RCN’s decision, not ours.
Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl began by reading resignation letter from Fire Chief David Buskaritz effective as of January 1, 2013.  Thanked Chief Buskaritz for service, has been very accommodating during last two months transition period, not many others, but Chief has, and thanked for many years of service with Coplay Fire Department, town should appreciate your service as well.  Would like to get into fire department accountability, important to me and should be to all of us, understands department has now obtained their own EIN, previously used borough’s EIN and submitted monthly reports to borough office of expenses and receipts, same accountability must be in place even with their own EIN.  Fuel expense totals through October are $3,674, breakdown of these charges is $988 for trucks and equipment, $2,081 for fire chief and $605 for assistant chiefs, should be more accountability and logging of this usage, expense accounts and mileage logs, if car services fire department should have log supporting.  Sodl questioned Leiner on previous comments that if budget line item has $4,000 in it, department has right to spend all of that funding.  Leiner responded prior council person stated that and line item gives them limit to spend on fuel does not disagree with implementing a log to further support spending, but same was not in place at this time or in past.  Leiner stated Fire Chief takes car to work and asked Chief Buskaritz to explain agreement.  Chief Buskaritz stated given car and used when available to respond to call, includes taking to work and on errands where if fire call occurs, Chief will respond.  Sodl stated would still encourage mileage log for future.  Bodish stated as chair can require a log for emergency services.  Sodl questioned $605 for assistant chiefs, suggests to eliminate without proper documentation such as expense reports.  Secretary responded no such expense information or reports in place or ever used.  Bodish suggested Sodl prepare, along with committee, for council review and implementation.  Sodl continued also sponsor EMA vehicle with no accountability as well, up to September had spent $1,000 in gas; at fire station doors in need of replacement can be completed this year or may have to wait for 2013.  Royer stated only $400 left in building maintenance for 2012, will look to replace in 2013.  Sodl stated would like council approval to advertise for new fire chief.  Groller agreed, as did Bodish.  Leiner than questioned Secretary regarding EIN situation.  Secretary explained that with Brosky trying to obtain new workers compensation insurance, were told they needed own EIN, however office was told used EIN of Fireman’s Relief and if there was further discussion between Christine Buskaritz and Brosky Insurance that EIN was insufficient and must obtain another, same was not communicated to office, office because of specific fire department information needed by Brosky suggested they work one to one to gather and coordinate to obtain the insurance without go between type of involvement.
Royer reported beginning to work with new position in charge of borough buildings, will work with department heads to try and formulate planning, already aware of doors at fire department, generator and heating in municipal building, along with windows needing replacement and more.  Are we renovating building or replacing, again will start meeting with department heads and see where we need to go.
Recker was absent, no report.  
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Groller reported normal operations in finance.  First reading of proposed 2013 budget at November regular meeting, since then have received health insurance renewal at 32% increase and updated reassessment value lower than previously given in June, 2012, due to both of those situations changes were made to proposed budget, copies to all members with * at line items that were changed, second reading will be at next week’s regular meeting.  Did meet with Brosky Insurance yesterday concerning the increases in insurance, determined for 2013 will accept increase, however will review in April to June of 2013 for possible changes in 2014, could involve three other insurance companies.  Tax Collector Deutsch was paid $200 per month to watch EIT from Berkheimer due to situation that part of North Whitehall Township uses Coplay mailing addresses and has found quite a few errors, as second year with Berkheimer this situation should decrease, requesting salary be reduced for 2013 to $100 per month and eliminated in 2014.  Leiner questioned if estimated increase of $31 per household has changed.  Groller responded no, millage initially stated at first reading has not changed.
Bodish thanked public works for stump removal and sidewalk leveling on South 8th Street, very nice job on same.  Will be sitting down with PWD Pavelko and committee to prepare plan for 2013 and ultimately a five year plan.  Sanitation is running under normal operations.  
Hearing of persons present:  
Mel Procanyn, 7 South 8th St, questioned if it could be explained why EIN is required by fire department, sounds as though this would make department independent of borough.  Chief Buskaritz responded EIN is for Volunteer Firefighters Association which is monies separate from budget, through fund raising, etc.  Mr. Procanyn stated in that case you would also need a sales tax number.  Chief Buskaritz responded that is correct.  Mr. Procanyn stated then you are becoming independent with the support of the borough, just as old Fire Co. #1 was, is that correct.  Chief Buskaritz stated no, association does not receive any funds from borough.  Sodl responded EIN had to be done for insurance purposes, however the accountability afforded while fire department used borough EIN will still continue to be in place.  Mr. Procanyn stated more should have been done to change insurance with that large an increase.  Groller responded rates were only received in mid-November and also, according to Brosky, most increases were in 30 – 40% range.
At this time, Sodl questioned secretary re: animal services contract.  Secretary stated should be discussed by council and voted on at regular meeting, can wait to discuss during report at regular meeting, will have motion on agenda to either vote or table based on discussion.   
AT REGULAR MEETING:

Vote on resolution #1361 adopting collective bargaining agreement with Coplay Police.
Vote on resolution #1362 approving 1.7% COLA increase for police pension.
Vote on resolution #1363 approving additional pension contributions up to state aid.
Vote on reappointment of Karen Shields to Coplay Library Board, John Mullner to Coplay Planning Commission, Michael Hertzog to Coplay Zoning Board and Michael Hobel to CWSA.
Vote on handicap parking space at 45 South 2nd Street.

Vote on change in date of January, 2013 workshop meeting to Wednesday, January 2nd.

Vote on renewal of athletic field agreement with Coplay Sports and Legion Baseball for 2013.

Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to adjourn meeting to executive session for discussion of litigation.  Meeting reconvened by Pres. Bodish.

As there was no further business, motion to adjourn by Leiner, second by Royer.  Regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 7 PM and special meeting on Monday, December 17, 2012 at 6 PM.
Borough Secretary

