12th Regular Meeting 

    
           

December 11, 2012
Municipal Building                                         

94th Council

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Pres. Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Royer and Sodl.  Mayor Bundra and Solicitor Preston were also present.  Mazur and Recker were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.
Minutes from regular meeting of November 13, 2012 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried. 
Ron Brosky of Brosky Insurance Agency.  Mr. Brosky stated Mr. Leiner asked that he attend council meeting and give brief overview of insurance.  Brosky currently insures 19 municipalities.  Coplay is insured by Municipal Risk Management Trust which is an insurance trust in Pennsylvania that covers 300 municipalities.  We do occasionally shop the insurance and Mrs. Gyecsek also brought in other brokers for pricing last year and MRM still came in ahead.  Annual premium for workers comp is $37,000 and borough received $14,000 refund, for the general liability, auto, buildings and inland marine cost is $22,926 with a $9,658 refund for net cost of $13,268.  These are very good programs and borough receives good dividends, open to any questions from council.  Leiner thanked Mr. Brosky for taking time to attend, stated questions were asked by a resident, maybe Mr. Procanyn would like to ask those questions.  Mr. Procanyn questioned 32% increase in health insurance and fire department insurance workers comp was increased.  Mr. Brosky responded law passed by Governor allowing cancer coverage for firefighters, many insurers stopped coverage for fire departments, so we had to go into state fund for coverage.  Mr. Brosky stated as an aside, have 30 people working in his office and health insurance went up 35%.  No further questions by members.
Hearing of persons present: 
Mel Procanyn, 7 S 8th St., stated half of motions on agenda were not discussed at workshop meeting.  Pres. Bodish questioned specifically which motions were not discussed.  Procanyn responded six month extension for Hill subdivision, and athletic field agreement.  Pres. Bodish responded according to workshop minutes, all on agenda were discussed except for Hill motions as those were discussed in executive session under litigation.  
Richard Craig, 129 N 9th St., read prepared letter, members of council, as you are aware, Chief Dave Buskaritz has submitted his resignation as Fire Chief effective January 1, 2013.  Based on this information, our department has followed our standard operating guidelines for voting a new chief.  As President of firefighters association, we are recommending council appoint Matthew Buskaritz as Fire Chief.  This was unanimously decided by all department personnel as best choice to lead department.  Matt has 22 years firefighting experience and six years as Assistant Chief.  He works to keep department up to date and we feel strongly that will continue.  I hope current council takes the experience, knowledge and dedication into consideration of person we feel will best represent department.  In addition, I have three questions 1) what would be reason to disregard our recommendation for Fire Chief?  2) have we done anything in your untrained eyes that would put doubt in your mind that we were not doing our best?  3) does anything have to be done to the ordinance in order for it to be legal as stated in the ordinance?  Pres. Bodish clarified third question, firefighters contend per borough ordinance council must follow recommendation of the department.  
Christine Buskaritz, 3004 N 3rd St., Whitehall, Coplay Fire Department, introduced as current firefighter, started with department in 2003 as photographer and quickly realized wanted to become firefighter, took necessary classes and here we are.  Moved to Whitehall two years ago, but choose to continue volunteering with Coplay, a small department with one goal, to keep residents and visitors of community safe, do best we can with what we have and keep best interests of people at heart.  Train weekly and entrust each other with our lives.  I would be lying if I weren’t to say that I am torn up inside over issue of certain member’s of borough council wanting to advertise to bring an outside person in as fire chief.  Borough has always appointed fire chief based on recommendation of fire department with no issues until now.  It disgusts and sickens me that elected officials will destroy tradition of our department and departments across country due to personal feelings.  The best thing for this borough is to have someone in charge who knows area and has dedicated life to Borough of Coplay, it is not a hobby, but a calling.  How can an outsider put in same effort as someone who is already doing it.  Every member of council should consider effects on personnel before making decision to go outside department for a chief.
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Deb Boylan, Whitehall-Coplay Press, announcing intention to record meeting.

Johanna Billings, Whitehall-Coplay Press, announcing intention to record meeting.

Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., speaking on behalf of fire department, old fire company members did not cooperate with grants on three separate occasions, CFC was created due to this situation.  Cooperation now exists with fundraising and where those funds are used.  Mrs. Buskaritz submitted grant for pumper.  Miller questioned ethics violation appointing Mr. Sodl as chairperson of fire department due to involvement with CFC lease agreement negotiations.  Pres. Bodish responded that is your opinion.  Miller continued regarding lack of equipment and lack of updated equipment while Chief prior to Dave Buskaritz was in charge and monies were spent on social side needs.  If issues, current department should be tweaked, not fully made to change those volunteers who stuck with borough during separation.  Chief Buskaritz held this group together, don’t you think his son will do the same.  Council does make decision on fire chief, that was changed due to prior situation, however council should take into consideration the recommendation from the department.  
Reading of correspondence: 
Karen Shields re: reappointment to Coplay Library Board.


John Mullner re: reappointment to Coplay Planning Commission.


Michael Hertzog re: reappointment to Coplay Zoning Hearing Board.


Michael Hobel II re: reappointment to Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority.


Resignation of Fire Chief Dave Buskaritz effective January 1, 2013.

Mayor Bundra stated gave report at workshop meeting, added thank you to Coplay Recreation & Welfare Association for annual tree lighting at borough hall, very nice program.
Solicitor Preston reported two motions on agenda re: Hill subdivision, first approves settlement proposal and second allows for six month extension to complete improvements at new home.  Regarding the settlement proposal, Hill requested extension beyond December 31, 2012 with holiday season to install parking pad, adjusted letter using January 31, 2013 however informed Attorney Farole that is contingent on council approval.  Discussion by members, Pres. Bodish suggested using January 15, 2013 to have parking installed, all members agreed, date of completion added to motion.
Engineer was absent, no report.  

Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Sodl read November, 2012 health officer and code enforcement report, 1 new, 7 ongoing and 0 resolved for month.  Requested Chief Genovese read November, 2012 police report.  Chief Genovese reported 193 incidents for November, 2012 with 3 arrests, 27 traffic arrests, 3 written warnings for traffic violations, 6 written warnings for equipment violations and 17 parking tickets.  Sodl continued reviewed police fuel logs with Chief Genovese, each car logs mileage and fuel amounts which offers clear accountability.  Trying to oversee and report on fire department and have prepared fuel logs for use with fire department trucks and use of personal vehicles for reimbursement.  Previously discussed gas situation, in addition reviewing budget, this line item has already been overspent through November.  Have been researching a lot on fire departments, knows what happened 7 years ago, still fighting going on, needs to stop, just do your job and don’t worry about anyone else.  Why are firefighters who live in Coplay joining other departments – facilities, something else.  Went in questioning lack of training, received insufficient answers, should consider all of our options when determining next fire chief.
Royer reported ordering replacement of wall mats around basketball court in auditorium, current mats are more than 20 years old and wood holding mats in place is badly deteriorated, purchased mats through COSTARS vendor at cost of $2,500.00.
Recker was absent, no report.  
Groller presented second reading of 2013 proposed budget, millage amounts remain at 3.71 mills, due to 32% increase in health insurance and final assessment numbers from Lehigh County being reduced from June, 2012 totals, reviewed all line items.  Following line items were changed and are indicated with * on updated proposed budget, in administration – association/convention to $1,500
and telephone to $2,800 resulting in administration total of $131,773.00, in tax collection – tax
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collector salary reduced to $25,300.00 for total in that department of $29,600.00, in borough buildings – library building maintenance changed to $1,500.00 for total of $64,650.00, no change to library appropriation, in streets – road materials to $9,000, gas and oil to $7,300, traffic system to $600, holiday lighting to $900 and sealing-curb line painting reduced to prior year amount of $5,000 for total in streets of $253,167.00, in recreation – shade tree commission amount of $3,500 removed and this work will be completed utilizing performance grant funds, also removed playground equipment fund of $2,000 for 2013 only for total of $82,500.00, in miscellaneous – health insurance increased to $167,000.00, payroll taxes changed to $31,000.00 and capital projects loan to $71,000.00 for total of $367,700.00, no changes to police budget and no changes to health budget, in proposed receipts changes to real estate taxes again due to change in assessment numbers, increased per capita and occupation taxes, originally had decreased realty transfer but after reviewing receipts to date increased to 2012 amount of $20,000 and increased miscellaneous receipts, resulting in total receipts with opening balance of $1,345,900.00 and total expenses of $1,340,303.00 for balance of $5,597.00 in general fund.  In emergency services, real estate tax receipts decreased to $72,750, moved $1,000 of gas and oil line item equally into minor equipment – miscellaneous and building maintenance with no change to emergency management, total receipts are $94,775.00 and total expenses are $93,750.00 leaving balance of $1,025.00.  In loan account, tax receipts decreased to $24,800.00 with no other changes results in total receipts of $26,830.00 and expenses of $26,130.00 leaving balance of $700.00.  No changes to State fund and sanitation budgets.  Leiner questioned if $31 average increase per household still same.  Groller responded yes, no additional increase.
Bodish reported no collections on Monday, December 24, Tuesday, December 25 and Tuesday, January 1 for holidays.  Looking into costs to purchase used or new street sealing machine for 2013 for use by streets department.  
Unfinished Business:  None.  
New Business:

Motion by Sodl, second by Royer to approve second reading of 2013 Budget – carried.  
Motion by Leiner, second by Groller to reappoint Karen Shields to Coplay Library Board with term expiring 12/31/2015 – carried.  
Motion by Sodl, second by Leiner to reappoint John Mullner to Coplay Planning Commission with term expiring 12/31/2017 – carried.
Motion by Sodl, second by Groller to reappoint Michael Hertzog to Coplay Zoning Hearing Board with term expiring 12/31/2015 – carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Sodl to reappoint Michael Hobel to Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority with term expiring on 12/31/2017 – carried.    
Motion by Sodl, second by Royer to accept resignation of Fire Chief Dave Buskaritz effective January 1, 2013 – carried.  
Motion by Sodl, second by Royer to authorize Borough Secretary to advertise for position of Borough of Coplay Fire Chief – nay by Leiner – carried.
Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to approve handicap parking space at South 2nd & Center Streets – carried.

Motion by Royer, second by Sodl to change date of January, 2013 workshop meeting from Tuesday, January 1, 2013 to Wednesday, January 2, 2013 due to New Year’s Day Holiday – carried.

Motion by Groller, second by Royer to deny donation request of $2,139.63 from Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley – carried.

Motion by Sodl, second by Groller to approve renewal of athletic field use agreement for 2013 with Legion Baseball and Coplay Sports – carried.

Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to appoint Jeffry P. Deutsch as EIT Administrator/Quality Assurance Agent over Earned Income Tax for the period of 1/1/2013 to 12/31/2013 at a salary of $100 per month – carried.

Motion by Leiner, second by Sodl to approve The Sanctuary at Haafsville as animal control service for the Borough of Coplay for 2013 – carried.
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Motion by Groller, second by Royer to accept the Settlement Proposal between the Borough of Coplay and Wilbur E. Hill, III d/b/a WRW Builders, LLC, dated December 10, 2012, and signed by Attorney Dominic A. Farole on behalf of Wilbur E. Hill, III and WRW Builders, LLC with completion date by January 15, 2013 – carried.
Motion by Sodl, second by Leiner to grant an additional six month extension of time to complete the improvements identified on the record plan “Wilbur E. Hill Subdivision Final Plan” and pursuant to the Subdivision and Land Development Agreement between the Borough of Coplay and WRW Builders, LLC, with the current extension due to expire on December 16, 2012 – carried.

Motion by Groller, second by Sodl to approve police, fire, health and building inspector reports – carried.

Motion by Groller, second by Royer to accept treasurer Sandra Gyecsek’s report for November, 2012 as presented to council – carried.  

General Fund

$    71,567.25


General Fund MM

$  153,877.21
Garbage Fund

$    61,158.46


Garbage Fund MM

$    71,447.06
State Fund

$    22,610.87
 

Police Pension Fund

$      3,228.02


Loan Account

$      1,838.08


Street Opening Fund

$    11,179.79
Recreation Fund
$    29,691.72


Emergency Services Fund
$    16,781.36
Garbage Truck MM
$    32,760.94


Capital Projects Fund

$      4,049.99
Dept. Projects Account $  39,237.56


SALDO Escrow Fund

$      1,231.16
Payroll


$    22,830.54
Motion by Leiner, second by Sodl to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.

Resolutions and Ordinances: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1361
A Resolution authorizing and adopting the collective bargaining agreement between the Coplay Borough Council and Coplay Police Department and authorizing the implementation of its terms.  
Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to approve Resolution No. 1361.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 0 nays, 2 absent Mazur and Recker.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 1362
A Resolution approving revisions to the police pension fund, amending the rate of payments therefor.    

Motion by Groller, second by Royer to approve Resolution No. 1362.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 0 nays, 2 absent Mazur and Recker.  Motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 1363
A Resolution of the Borough of Coplay authorizing the increase of non-contractual employee pension trust fund contributions made by the Borough from six per cent (6%) to six per cent (6%) plus $2,400 for the plan year 2012.

Motion by Groller, second by Royer to approve Resolution No. 1363.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 0 nays, 2 absent Mazur and Recker.  Motion carried.

Pres. Bodish asked for any further business.  As there was no further business, motion by Groller, second by Royer to adjourn meeting to executive session for discussion of personnel.  May reconvene for motions if necessary.

Meeting reconvened by Pres. Bodish.  Pres. Bodish stated there were no additional motions.  
As there was no further business to discuss, motion by Groller, second by Sodl to adjourn meeting until next special meeting on Monday, December 17, 2012 at 6 PM, workshop meeting Wednesday, January 2, 2103 at 7 PM and regular meeting on Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 7 PM.
Attest  

Borough Secretary 

