Special Meeting 

    
                        December 17, 2012

Municipal Building                                                      94th Council

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Pres. Bodish.  In attendance were Groller, Leiner, Royer and Sodl.  Mayor Bundra was also present.  Mazur and Recker were absent.  Pres. Bodish led pledge of allegiance.   

Pres. Bodish asked all to remain standing and observe a moment of silence for the victims of the tragedy in Newtown, CT.

Minutes from regular meeting of December 11, 2012 were approved as presented to council by secretary – carried.
Natalie Reichl, Coplay Library Board, thanked Mr. Groller for working with board during this time, board has reviewed budget and situation is bad, there are no increases to wages for staff next year.  More than $71,000 in funding lost from school district needs to be made up.  Preparing for referendum to be voted on during May primary.  Board and employees have developed strategic plan, during which learned any fundraiser monies can only be used for special events per Commonwealth code.  Board has reviewed many options including grant opportunities, public and private, nothing available; reviewed Commonwealth code and discussed with Mr. Corby at school district who will submit request for funding to budget committee but can’t depend on any funding; spoke with Attorney Dimmich who determined best options to ask council for more funding and/or put on referendum for voters.  2013 Budget has been cut to bare bones and board will be proceeding with referendum, even with that based on income and expenses, library will be without funds by February, 2014.  Sodl, new to council, questioned event timelines, same explained by Ms. Reichl, referendum in May however any millage increase would not happen until January, 2014 and tax bills normally due in May.  Leiner questioned out of business by February, 2014.  Ms. Reichl responded correct, with current funding from school and borough, will expend with current excess by February, 2014.  Sodl questioned main costs in budget.  Ms. Reichl stated wages are primary cost.  Sodl continued supports library, children and now grandchildren have used, awaiting reaction of residents at referendum vote.  
Hearing of persons present:

Mel Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., stated school district still owns Whitehall Library building and grounds and is giving funds to support upkeep, Coplay should also include funds to provide building maintenance in municipal budget.     
Unfinished Business:   

Finance Chairman Groller reported no changes to proposed 2013 budget since second reading and asked for any questions from members, none.  
New Business:

Motion by Sodl, second by Groller to increase part-time police wages to $15.50 per hour effective January 1, 2013 – carried.
Motion by Royer, second by Sodl to accept retirement of Edward Wechsler effective Thursday, December 13, 2012 – carried.

Motion by Groller, second by Sodl to appoint Matthew Buskaritz as Interim Fire Chief for the Borough of Coplay effective January 1, 2013 – carried.

Motion by Sodl, second by Groller to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.  
Resolutions and Ordinances:   
RESOLUTION NO. 1364
A Resolution adopting the 2013 Budget for Receipts and Expenditures.  
Motion by Groller, second by Royer to adopt Resolution No. 1364.  Roll call vote resulted in 4 yeas, 1 nay by Leiner, 2 absent.  Motion carried.  
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ORDINANCE NO. 804
An Ordinance reducing pension contribution from Coplay Borough police officers to fund the Police Pension Plan to Zero (0%) per cent as authorized by actuarial study.
Motion by Groller, second by Leiner to adopt Ordinance No. 804.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 0 nays,2 absent.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE NO. 805
An Ordinance setting the Real Estate rate for 2013 at 3.71 mills.  

Motion by Groller, second by Sold to adopt Ordinance No. 805.  Roll call vote resulted in 4 yeas, 1 nay by Leiner, 2 absent.  Motion carried.

As there was no additional business a motion was made by Leiner, second by Sodl to adjourn meeting.  
Next workshop meeting to be held Wednesday, January 2, 2013 at 7 PM and Regular meeting Tuesday, January 8, 2013 at 7 PM.
Attest  

Borough Secretary 

