Special Meeting 

    
                        

December 22, 2008      Municipal Building                                                               

92nd Council

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Pres. Miller.  In attendance were Mann, Mazur, Piskula, Royer and Schin.  Mayor Milander and Solicitor Preston were also in attendance.  Luckenbill arrived at 6:40 p.m.  Pres. Miller led pledge of allegiance.   

Minutes from regular meeting of December 9, 2008 were approved as presented by secretary.
Hearing of persons present:

Charles Sodl, 2 Magna Drive, re: fire company agreement/lease for three months, he along with acting President Hacker can make decisions/approve/amend agreement as submitted.  Agreement reviewed,  1.a. through d. okay, 1.e. remove “and for oil bills for the building”, 1.f. and 1.g. should be removed in their entirety, 1.h. borough coverage only need be $1 million, same must be changed, 1.i. okay.  2.a. through b. okay, 2.c. lease must include old bays, same as currently being leased, 2.d. fire fighter only signs for parking will not be removed, 2.e. and 2.f. should be removed in their entirety, 2.g. add PWD Pavelko be notified prior to inspection, 2.h. remove in its entirety, 2.i. okay, 2.j. change to read borough has sole access to meeting room.  Entire section 3 must be removed, solicitor will recommend to not sign any agreement with this clause/statement included.  Sodl stated fire company members want borough to stay with this lease and during these three months hammer out a final lease or other agreement.  Miller questions to Sodl, Miller asked any members with questions?  Mazur stated appreciates Solicitor responding to Sodl with boroughs concerns.  Miller questioned Sodl 1. who at fire company makes contact with Attorney Fogerty, responded Hacker and 2.  who authorizes contact be made, responded membership.  Next step to complete agreement as stated, fire company officials sign same and forward to borough for review.

Mel Procanyn, agent for Ann Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., re: Concord public finance and moving funds to First National Bank of Palmerton, additional statements on same.  Miller asked what is question, point is $1 million dollar loan, with 20 year period payback, interest of more than $600,000, Coplay is too small with no growth to take on this kind of loan.  Re: budget, general fund end of November, 2008 has balance of $398,000, why is there need for 1.5 mill increase and $10 increase in garbage rates.  Do any council members look at this information?  Miller questioned Mann any comments/response to Procanyn, Mann responded none.  Re: fire company, if Solicitor prepares lease and sends to Attorney Fogerty – all could be easily completed.  Solicitor Preston responded this has been done three times by his office.

Unfinished Business:   

Finance Chairman Mann stated no changes to 2008 Budget since December 9, 2008 reading.  

Comprehensive Plan Chairman Mazur stated committee recommending appointment of Urban Research & Development Corp. to prepare Comprehensive Plan for the Borough of Coplay.  All members should note same in third motion on tonight’s agenda.
New Business:

Motion by Mazur, second by Royer to advertise Ordinance for “No Parking” anytime in front of Christ the King School temporarily while fire trucks are parked in borough garage – carried.
Motion by Mazur, second by Schin to reappoint Cynthia Leiner as Health Board Secretary until 12/31/2009 – carried.

Motion by Royer, second by Schin to accept resignation of Eileen Kroboth as Coplay representative on Ironton Rail-Trail Oversight Commission effective 12/31/2008 – carried.

Motion by Mazur, second by Mann to appoint firm of Urban Research & Development Corp. to complete Comprehensive Plan for the Borough of Coplay – carried.  
Motion by Schin, second by Mazur to approve increase for part time police officers from $13.40 to $14.50 per hour for 2009 budget – Miller questioned what percentage increase is this, Chief Genovese responded approximately 8% - carried.
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Motion by Mazur, second by Mann to pay all approved bills as submitted to members of council by secretary – carried.  
Resolutions and Ordinances:   
RESOLUTION NO. 1305
A Resolution adopting the 2009 Budget for Receipts and Expenditures.  
Motion by Schin, second by Mazur to adopt Resolution No. 1305.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 1 nay, 1 absent.  Motion carried.  

RESOLUTION NO. 1306
A Resolution adopting a policy pursuant to the Open Records/Right to Know Law.
Motion by Mann, second by Mazur to adopt Resolution No. 1306.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.  

ORDINANCE NO. 775
An Ordinance reducing pension contribution from Coplay Borough police officers to fund the Police Pension Plan to Zero (0%) per cent as authorized by actuarial study.
Motion by Mann, second by Schin to adopt Ordinance No. 775.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE NO. 776

An Ordinance setting the Real Estate rate for 2009 at 11.0 mills.  

Motion by Mann, second by Schin to adopt Ordinance No. 776.  Roll call vote resulted in 6 yeas, 0 nays, 1 absent.  Motion carried.

Ordinance No. 777 cannot be voted on until after 7 PM due to incorrect advertisement.  At this time, council determined to adjourn to executive session for discussion of lease agreement terms with fire company as submitted this evening by Sodl.  Motion by Luckenbill, second by Mazur to adjourn to executive session at 6:53 PM.  Meeting reconvened by Pres. Miller at 7:08 PM.

Solicitor Preston reviewed borough changes to agreement submitted in detail and explained borough position on same.  Sodl questioned how to agree in principal.  Additional statements by Mann, Piskula and Mazur on agreement.  Solicitor Preston requested council approve motion for him to prepare agreement.

Motion by Schin, second by Mazur to authorize Solicitor Preston to draw up agreement as approved by council and submit same to Attorney Fogerty and Hacker via email with approval within forty-eight (48) hours – carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 777
An Ordinance increasing the indebtedness of the Borough of Coplay by the issue of a general obligation note in the amount of approximately $1,769,000.00 for sundry purposes.
Motion by Mann, second by Mazur to adopt Ordinance No. 777.  Roll call vote resulted in 7 yeas, 0 nays.  Motion carried.

As there was no additional business a motion was made by Piskula, second by Luckenbill to adjourn meeting.
Meeting adjourned by President Miller until next workshop meeting to be held Tuesday, January 6, 2009 at 7 PM and regular meeting Tuesday, January 13, 2009 at 7 PM.
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







