Special Meeting 

    
                        

January 27, 2011   

Municipal Building                                                               

91st Council

Meeting called to order at 7 p.m. by Pres. Mann.  In attendance were Bodish, Bundra, Mazur, Piskula,  and Royer.  Groller and Mayor Milander were absent.  Pres. Mann led pledge of allegiance.
Council President Mann presented report on dealings to date between Commitment to Family and Community and this council.  Beginning on March 12, 2010 closing on lease agreement and sale of building; on May 13, 2010 letter to CFC from Solicitor stating advertisements that use Fire Co. name violates lease agreement and CFC should immediately cease use of Coplay Fire Company name; on May 24, 2010 letter from CFC to solicitor stating ads were run without permission and unaware ads still running, letters were sent to discontinue; on July 16, 2010 rent and settlement refund checks were returned by bank for “insufficient funds”; on July 20, 2010 letter from solicitor to CFC stating ad still in Northern Valley Gazette using Coplay Fire Company; on July 27, 2010 received cash payment for July rent and settlement; on October 11, 2010 flyer for Basket Bingo at CFC using formerly Coplay Fire Company; on October 27, 2010 Mr. Ambearle in borough office with past due bill for 2010 garbage fee stating this is not their bill; on November 4, 2010 letter from Solicitor to CFC stating they are responsible for 2010 garbage bill; on November 9, 2010 ad for Meat Raffle with statement formerly Coplay Fire Company and ad in Focus Magazine for meat raffle and craft show with same statement; on November 12, 2010 letter from Council President Mann to Mr. Hacker again stating violation of agreement for references to Coplay Fire Company; on December 8, 2010 advertisement in The Morning Call on 12/5 and 12/8 again using Coplay Fire Company name; on January 5, 2011 letter from Solicitor to CFC serving as notice that CFC is in default of lease agreement and borough terminates the lease and demands CFC vacate property by 2/3/2011; on January 10, 2011 CFC paid outstanding 2010 garbage fee; on January 11, 2011 Mr. Hacker before council asking for special meeting with CFC.

Presentation by Jeff Hantz of Commitment to Family and Community.  Pres. Mann questioned Mr. Hantz if he is authorized to speak on behalf of CFC.  Mr. Hantz responded yes.  As a member of negotiating team, had positive prior experience with council.  CFC would like to outline mission and move forward, and would like to convey six topics for current CFC, and in future.  Accountability - lease was violated, no denial, no malice was involved, apologize for mistake and will now be using checks and balances.  Responsibility – all advertisements will be reviewed by Secretary Sandy Irving for final approval, making sure all advertisers know to use current name, not former and appointing Mr. John Schreiner as liaison between CFC and borough council.  Caring – organization cared for what we were about, which was to protect the community through fundraisers, number of volunteers lessoned.  Sharing – still rebuilding but able to use CFC to provide meeting place for Senior Citizens along with dinner, Coplay Sports used hall for pizza party and Relay for Life twice yearly meetings and helping hand to Lions Club with a tragedy stricken family.  Reality – dedication of a core of people, unable to give more due to bills needing to be paid, positive outlook, we want this to work and hopes council agrees trying to do our best.  Common Goals – Coplay and community is in best interest for both CFC and council.  Thank you for opportunity and respect decision to be made and decision that will be made will be respected.  
President Mann asked for questions by any members of council.  Mazur stated actions show more than words to the community as a whole, borough residents are very divided on this issue.  CFC must show residents.    

Hearing of Persons present:

Mr. Mann stated the hearing of persons present will allow anyone who properly signs in to ask questions of borough council or Commitment to Family and Community.  There is a five (5) minute time limit for each person signing in.  No disruption of the meeting will be tolerated, including shouting or speaking out of turn from the floor.

Mel Procanyn, 7 S. 8th St., no comment.
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Beverly Miller, 40 N 5th St., hoped organization would grow, but same people still involved, should say what they mean and mean what they say.  There are no new members, same as those who in April, 2006 told borough council to walk fire trucks up to borough hall and grants that should have been for equipment were used to improve building on social side.  Same people who didn’t help then, doubtful they will help now.  

Charles Sodl, 2 Magna Dr., in history, firefighters and social side were together as one unit.  The question is are we better off having this organization or not?  That is the question.  Mr. Bundra talked about changing current agreement, this was discussed with CFC members and they are agreeable to changes.  Let past be past, let’s move on.  Maybe include a probationary period in updated agreement.  Piskula questioned what some of the positives are with this organization.  Mr. Sodl questioned former Fire Chief Ambearle, how many firefighters when you were chief and how many now?  Mr. Ambearle responded had 25 firefighters, now there are only 11.  Piskula questioned why outdated equipment was not replaced during Mr. Ambearle’s tenure.  Are there any other positives?  Mr. Sodl stated over 50 year history of organization, both good and bad chiefs have been in place.
Anne Killeen, 32 S 4th St., questioned when this special meeting was decided on, she was at workshop and there was no discussion then.  Mann responded CFC came to council at regular meeting to ask for special meeting.  Ms. Killeen questioned if council doesn’t vote otherwise, must the CFC still be out by February 3.  Mann responded yes.

At this time, Mann asked for any additional business before adjourning.  Piskula stated in March, 2007 article in paper re: settlement of lease, yet in October, 2009 still no final lease in place.  How would the Morning Call know to use Coplay Fire Company unless they were told to like letter states?  Why were other members of CFC not in attendance at other meetings, just here tonight?  

As there was no additional business, a motion was made by Bundra, second by Bodish to adjourn to executive session to discuss lease agreement at 7:30 PM.  May reconvene after executive session for additional motions.  No decisions will be made during executive session.

Special meeting was reconvened at 8:05 pm.  Explanation by Solicitor Preston, February 3 foreclosure date still stands at this time.  Council’s options include a stay date, this would allow CFC to stay in building, with proper payments continuing to be made, and allow council time to consider lease changes, etc.  CFC may wish to consider lease modifications as well.
New Business:

Motion by Bundra, second by Mazur that council will stay foreclosure for 45 days beyond the February 3, 2011 deadline.  Roll call vote resulted in 5 yeas, 1 nay by Piskula, 1 absent in Groller.  Motion carried.
As there was no additional business a motion was made by Piskula, second by Mazur to adjourn meeting.  
Meeting adjourned by President Mann until next workshop meeting to be held Tuesday, February 1, 2011 at 7 PM and regular meeting Tuesday, February 8, 2011 at 7 PM.
Attest  

Borough Secretary 







